Ascension Sunday

Restoring the Kingdom
May 12, 2024

As We Gather
Right before His ascension, Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Lord, are You at this time going to

restore the kingdom to Israel?” Jesus tells them not to worry about dates and times, but rather
to focus on being His witnesses throughout the world through the power of the Holy Spirit.
This is in fact how God is restoring the kingdom, through the witness of His people. As the
people of God today, we are His witnesses, empowered by His Spirit to fulfill the mission of
God'’s people to be a blessing to the nations (Genesis 12:1-3). How is the Holy Spirit
empowering and leading us to work for the restoration of the Kingdom through our witness

today?
Welcome
+ Gathering +
“Up Through Endless Ranks of Angels” LSB 491
Up through endless ranks of angels, To our lives of wanton wand’ring
Cries of triumph in His ears, Send Your Spirit, promised guide;
To His heavenly throne ascending, Through our lives of fear and failure
Having vanquished all their fears, With Your pow’r and love abide;
Christ looks down upon His faithful, Welcome us, as You were welcomed,
Leaving them in happy tears. To an endless Eastertide.
Death-destroying, life-restoring, Alleluia, alleluia!
Proven equal to our need, Oh, to breathe the Spirit's grace!
Now for us before the Father Alleluia, alleluia!
As our brother intercede: Oh, to see the Father's face!
Flesh that for our world was wounded, Alleluia, alleluia!
Living, for the wounded plead! Oh, to feel the Son's embrace!
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution



“God I Look to You”
God | look to You Give me wisdom You know just what to do
| won't be overwhelmed
Give me vision to see things like You do
God | look to You
You're where my help comes from
Give me wisdom You know just what to do

| will love You Lord my strength

| will love You Lord my shield

| will love You Lord my rock

Forever all my days | will love You God

Hallelujah our God reigns
Hallelujah our God reigns
Hallelujah our God reigns
Forever all my days hallelujah

| will love You Lord my strength

| will love You Lord my shield

| will love You Lord my rock

Forever all my days | will love You God
Hallelujah our God reigns
Hallelujah our God reigns
Hallelujah our God reigns
Forever all my days hallelujah

God | look to You

| won't be overwhelmed

Give me vision to see things like You do
God | look to You

You're where my help comes from

Prayer

Children’s Church

+ Service of the Word +

First Reading: Acts 1:1-11

In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the
day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the

apostles he had chosen. ® After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. * On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them
this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you
have heard me speak about. ® For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

®Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?”

”He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

% After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.
% They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed
in white stood beside them. * “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into
the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the
same way you have seen him go into heaven.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



Musical Offering: Hand Bells

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

> For this reason, ever since | heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all
God'’s people, 8| have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 pray that the eyes of your heart
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the

riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, * and his incomparably great power for us
who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 2 he exerted when he raised Christ
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 2* far above all rule and
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but
also in the one to come. 2 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be
head over everything for the church, 2 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything
in every way.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Holy Gospel: Luke 24:44-53

* He said to them, “This is what | told you while | was still with you: Everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. % He told them, “This is
what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 4 and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. * You are witnesses of these things. ) am going to send you what my Father has
promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

*®\When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed
them. ** While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. >2Then they
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. >3 And they stayed continually at the
temple, praising God.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You O Christ!

The Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according

3



to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon

Offering

“Restoring the Kingdom”

Musical Offering Hand Bells

Prayers

Please add your prayer requests to the chat.

Thanksgivings . -
Pastor- O Lord, we praise You. St. John’s People and Families
People: Thanks be to God. Matthew, Carly, Elena, Declan, Kelton, Madeleine, &
Everly Bresee
Petitions Robert Ehlen
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, Ron & Lois Johnson
People: Hear our prayer. Janet Peterson
ple: prayer. Charles & Elaine Scott
Robert, Karen Pajak, & Liam Chandler
Thomas, Jenna, & Quinn Coughlan
Jon, Emma, & James Keyes
Jason, Devyn, Clark, & Wayne Pickett
Justin, Melissa, & Ellie Waldrop
+ The Service of Holy Communion +
Preface
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.



Communion Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Words of Institution

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: Amen.
Communion

“How Deep the Father’s Love For Us”

How deep the Father's love for us Until it was accomplished
How vast beyond all measure His dying breath has brought me life
That He should give His only Son | know that it is finished
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss | will not boast in anything
The Father turns His face away No gifts no power no wisdom
As wounds which mar the Chosen One But | will boast in Jesus Christ
Bring many sons to glory His death and resurrection

Why should | gain from His reward
Behold the Man upon a cross | cannot give an answer
My sin upon His shoulders But this | know with all my heart
Ashamed | hear my mocking voice His wounds have paid my ransom

Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there

“On Christ’s Ascension | Now Build” LSB 492

1 On Christ's ascension | now build 2 Since Christ returned to claim His throne,
The hope of mine ascension; Great gifts for me obtaining,

This hope alone has always stilled My heart shall rest in Him alone,

All doubt and apprehension; No other rest remaining;

For where the Head is, there as well For where my treasure went before,

| know His members are to dwell There all my thoughts will ever soar

When Christ shall come and call them. To still their deepest yearning.
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3 Oh, grant, dear Lord, this grace to me,
Recalling Your ascension,

That | may serve You faithfully,

In thanks for my redemption;

Communion Blessing

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body

And then, when all my days will cease,
Let me depart in joy and peace
In answer to my pleading.

and soul to life everlasting. His peace be with you.

People: Amen.

Prayer

Benediction

+ Sending +

“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” LSB 493

1 A hymn of glory let us sing!

New hymns throughout the world shall ring:

Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ by a road before untrod,
Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 The holy apostolic band

Upon the Mount of Olives stand,
Alleluia, alleluia!

And with His faithful foll’'wers see
Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

5 Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!

You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Offering

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558)

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Napa, CA


http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/

Memory Verse for This Week

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be

My witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.”

Acts 1:8
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