
Citizens of Heaven Living on Earth 
LOVE: Loving our Neighbor 

April 14, 2024 
As We Gather 
How do we live as citizens of heaven while also citizens of our earthly nation?  How do we keep 
Christ at the center when our country is going through a contentious election season? How do 
we treat others, especially those with whom we disagree?  How do we keep our ultimate 
allegiance to Christ when our nation is divided on so many issues?  How do I respond to news 
that worries me, disgusts me, or alarms me?  Where do I find hope in difficult times? 
 
This is what we will be looking at in this three-week worship series.  We will be directly 
addressing the current political season and what it means to be salt and light in our lives at this 
time.  We will be focused on teachings that are always true, but that are especially applicable 
and relevant during this time. 
 
This Sunday we focus on love, in particular, loving our neighbor.  Both Jesus and Paul pointed to 
love as the fulfillment of the law.  The love of God is the reason for our salvation; His love seen 
especially in the death of Christ for unworthy sinners.  What does this mean for how we treat 
those with whom we disagree?    
 

Welcome 
 

+ Gathering + 
 

                                                                     
“King of Love” 

1  The King of Love my Shepherd is 
Whose goodness faileth never 
I nothing lack if I am His 
And He is mine forever 
And He is mine forever 
  
2  Where streams of living water flow 
My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And where the verdant pastures grow 
With food celestial feedeth 
 
Chorus 
Never failing Ruler of my heart 
Everlasting Lover of my soul 
On the mountain high or in the valley low 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
  
3  Lost and foolish off I strayed 
But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid 
And home rejoicing brought me 

  
4  In death's dark veil I fear no ill 
With Thee dear Lord beside me 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still 
Thy cross before to guide me 
  
Oh Hallelujah Hallelujah 
Oh Hallelujah Hallelujah 
 
Chorus 
Never failing Ruler of my heart 
Everlasting Lover of my soul 
On the mountain high or in the valley low 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
The King of Love my Shepherd is 
  
5  And so through all the length of days 
Thy goodness faileth never 
Good Shepherd may I sing Your praise 
Within Your house forever 
Within Your house forever 
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Invocation   
P  In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution  
 
Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
 

First Reading:    Isaiah 58:1-12 
“Shout it aloud, do not hold back. 
    Raise your voice like a trumpet. 
Declare to my people their rebellion 
    and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. 
2 For day after day they seek me out; 
    they seem eager to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that does what is right 
    and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 
They ask me for just decisions 
    and seem eager for God to come near them. 
3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, 
    ‘and you have not seen it? 
Why have we humbled ourselves, 
    and you have not noticed?’ 
 
“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please 
    and exploit all your workers. 
4 Your fasting ends in quarreling and strife, 
    and in striking each other with wicked fists. 
You cannot fast as you do today 
    and expect your voice to be heard on high. 
5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, 
    only a day for people to humble themselves? 
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed 
    and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? 
Is that what you call a fast, 
    a day acceptable to the LORD? 
 

6 “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 
to loose the chains of injustice 
    and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free 
    and break every yoke? 
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7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry 
    and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter— 
when you see the naked, to clothe them, 
    and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood? 
8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, 
    and your healing will quickly appear; 
then your righteousness will go before you, 
    and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. 
9 Then you will call, and the LORD will answer; 
    you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. 
 
“If you do away with the yoke of oppression, 
    with the pointing finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry 
    and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, 
    and your night will become like the noonday. 
11 The LORD will guide you always; 
    he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 
    and will strengthen your frame. 
You will be like a well-watered garden, 
    like a spring whose waters never fail. 
12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and will raise up the age-old foundations; 
you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 
    Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Psalm 133  (Read Responsively) 
Reader: How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity! 
People: It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, 

running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. 
 

Reader: It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion.  For there 
the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

 

All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
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Second Reading:   1 John 4:7-21 
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world 
that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also 
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made complete in us. 
 

13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we 
know and rely on the love God has for us. 
 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we 
are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do 
with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
 

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot 
love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves 
God must also love their brother and sister. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
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The Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon                                                “Loving our Neighbor” 
  
 
Offering                                                     
 
 
Musical Offering                           Fourth & Fifth Grade Choir 

 
 

Prayers 
Please add Your prayer requests to the chat. 

  
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

St. John’s People and Families 
 

 Gina Brady 

Joyce Dowiat 

Tim & Lauren Huss 

Sal Pagano 

Thomas Zimmerman 

Andrew, Lindsey, & Jaxon Canavesio 

Daniel, Gia, & Kane Collins 

Alexander, Crystal, & Elizabeth Jones 

Brett, Jennifer, & Zoe Perkins 

Cesar Topete, Maria Pantoja, & Santiago Topete  
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+ The Service of Holy Communion + 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Communion Prayer 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Communion 
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“Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me” 
 

1   What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer 
There is no more for heaven now to give 
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom 
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace 
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
For my life is wholly bound to his 
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  
2   The night is dark but I am not forsaken 
For by my side the Savior He will stay 
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing 
For in my need his power is displayed 
To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me 
Through the deepest valley he will lead 
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  
3   No fate I dread I know I am forgiven 
The future sure the price it has been paid 
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon 

And he was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold my sin has been defeated 
Jesus now and ever is my plea 
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  
4   With every breath I long to follow Jesus 
For he has said that he will bring me home 
And day by day I know he will renew me 
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus 
All the glory evermore to him 
When the race is complete still my lips shall 
repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
  
When the race is complete still my lips shall 
repeat 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 
Yet not I but through Christ in me 

 

 
 “God Loves Me Dearly”   LSB 392 

 

1   God loves me dearly, 
Grants me salvation, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. 
 
Refrain: 
Therefore I'll say again: 
God loves me dearly, 
God loves me dearly, 
Loves even me. 
 
2   I was in slav'ry, 
Sin, death, and darkness; 
God's love was working 
To make me free. [Refrain] 

3   He sent forth Jesus, 
My dear Redeemer, 
He sent forth Jesus 
And set me free. [Refrain] 
 
4   Jesus, my Savior, 
Himself did offer; 
Jesus, my Savior, 
Paid all I owed. [Refrain] 
 
5   Now I will praise You, 
O Love Eternal; 
Now I will praise You 
All my life long. [Refrain] 

 
 
 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
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+ Sending + 

Prayer 
 
Benediction 

 
 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”     LSB 700 
 

1  Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
Enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 
2  Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 
Into ev'ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
Set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3  Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 
 
4  Finish then Thy new creation, 
Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in heav'n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

 
 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 
 
 

  

Memory Verse for This Week 
  

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
 

Matthew 5:44 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
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Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                   Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Michelle Roberts 

Communion Assistants Bob & Kari Perna 

 Dove Bain, Rebecca Vitkus 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Sound Technician Jacob Bartelt 

Streaming Technician Joel Wahlers 

Projector Tech Dawn Wahlers  

Worship Preparation Team  Betsy Gewirz, Bob & Doris Klein 

Children’s Church Leaders Joy Dahl, Kevin Mathison, Michelle & Tyler Roberts 

Ushers     Penni Cremen   

Worship Band Thane Knutson, Judi & Steve Rock, Heidi Newman 
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