
“Giving Up to Receive” 
February 18, 2024 

 
As We Gather 
Are you giving up something for Lent?  In our text today, Abraham was called to give up his son 
in obedience to God’s call.  Why did God call Abraham to make such a supreme sacrifice?  And 
why did He stop him from carrying it out?  What is God calling me to give up in my life today, 
not just to observe Lent, but to follow Him more faithfully? 
 
 

Welcome 
 

+ Gathering + 
 

                                                                     
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”   LSB 656

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev'ry need 
That hath us now o'ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
Deep guile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 

 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, 
Soon were our loss effected; 
But for us fights the Valiant One, 
Whom God Himself elected. 
Ask ye, Who is this? 
Jesus Christ it is. 
Of Sabaoth Lord, 
And there's none other God; 
He holds the field forever. 

 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 
All eager to devour us. 
We tremble not, we fear no ill, 
They shall not overpow'r us. 
This world's prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
He can harm us none, 
He's judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 
Nor any thanks have for it; 
He's by our side upon the plain 
With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, 
Goods, fame, child, and wife, 
Let these all be gone, 
Our vict'ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

  
 
 
Invocation   
P  In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution  
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C  who made heaven and earth.  
 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
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P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner.  

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen.  

 

 
P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C  Amen. 
 
 
 

“O Christ, You Walked the Road”     LSB 424 
1  O Christ, You walked the road 
Our wand’ring feet must go. 
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r 
And fought our ancient foe. 
 
2  No bread of earth alone 
Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 
Lord, help us seek Your living Word, 
The food Your grace imparts. 
 
3  No blinding sign we ask, 
No wonder from above. 

Lord, help us place our trust alone 
In Your unswerving love. 
 
4  When lures of easy gain 
With promise brightly shine, 
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; 
Our wills with Yours align. 
 
5  O Christ, You walked the road 
Our wand’ring feet must go. 
Stay with us through temptation’s hour 
To fight our ancient foe. 

 

 
Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 
 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
 

First Reading:   Genesis 22:1-18 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 
 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
 
2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
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3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his 
servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for 
the place God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in 
the distance. 5 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over 
there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” 
 
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself 
carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to 
his father Abraham, “Father?” 
 

 “Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 
 

 “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And 
the two of them went on together. 
 
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and 
arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of 
the LORD called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” 
 

 “Here I am,” he replied. 
 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you 
fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
 
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that 
place The LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be 
provided.” 
 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by 
myself, declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, 
your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of 
their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you 
have obeyed me.” 
 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Psalm 25:1-10     (Read responsively) 
 

Reader: In you, LORD my God,  I put my trust. 
People: I trust in you;   do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over 

me. 
 

Reader: No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on those 
    who are treacherous without cause. 

People: Show me your ways, LORD,     teach me your paths. 



4    

 

 

Reader: Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior,  and my hope is 
in you all day long. 

People: Remember, LORD, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
 

Reader: Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to 
your love remember me, for you, LORD, are good. 

People: Good and upright is the LORD;  therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
 

Reader: He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. 
People: All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful toward those who keep the 

demands of his covenant. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and shall be forever.  Amen. 

 
 
Second Reading:   James 1:12-18 
 
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will 
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their 
own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, 
when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
 
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 
shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of all he created. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel: Mark 1:9-15 
At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just 
as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty 
days, being tempted[a] by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24229a
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon                                                    “Giving Up to Receive” 
  
Offering                                                     
 
 
 

Prayers 
Please add Your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 

  

 

St. John’s People and Families 

 

Paul & Vicky Bartelt 

Wendy, Abriana, Cailyn, & Noah Helfrich 

Ashley and Jameson Mehrens 

Chris, Heidi, Hadrian, & Wyatt Newman 

Lewis & Teresa Yeh 

Jennifer and Blake Bunker 

Trevor, Justine, Stella, & Peyton Hall 

Adam, Rebecca, & Benjamin Ingalls 

Brian, Tonia, & Fynnigan Nieves 

Garrett, Elizabeth, & Turner Smith 
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“The God of Abraham Praise”   LSB 798 
1 The God of Abr'ham praise, 
Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days 
And God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM! 
By earth and heav'n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name 
Forever blest. 
 
2 The God of Abr'ham praise, 
At whose supreme command 
From earth I rise and seek the joys 
At His right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, 
Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r, 
And Him my only portion make, 
My shield and tow'r. 
 

3 The God of Abr'ham praise, 
Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 
In all my ways. 
He deigns to call me friend; 
He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end 
Through Jesus' blood. 
 
Please Rise 
9 The whole triumphant host 
Give thanks to God on high. 
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" 
They ever cry. 
Hail, Abr'ham's God and mine! 
I join the heav'nly lays: 
All might and majesty are Thine 
And endless praise! 

 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Show me Your ways, LORD, 

    teach me Your paths. 
 

Psalm 25:4 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
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Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                   Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Dove Bain 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Sound Technician Tyler Koen   

Streaming Technician   

Projector Tech Brian Schoenfeld  

Worship Preparation Team  Betsy Gewirz, Bob & Doris Klein 

Children’s Church Leaders Nina Montes 

Usher     Sal Pagano 

 

  

   


