
 “Ready for God’s Appearing” 
 January 14, 2024  
As We Gather 
In our first reading today, the boy Samuel hears a voice calling him and assumes it is the priest 
Eli.  After several more times of hearing a voice calling him, Eli instructs Samuel to respond 
“Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”  He wanted Samuel to adopt a posture of readiness 
for the Lord.  What does his example mean for us today as we seek to follow Jesus in our lives? 
 
We are delighted to welcome as our guest preacher today, Rev. Michael Lange, the President of 
the California-Hawaii-Nevada District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.  May God bless 
his preaching of the Word and our hearing of it and taking it to heart. 
   

 
Welcome 

 
+ Gathering + 

 
 “Hark the Voice of Jesus Calling”   LSB 827 

1 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,                                                                                                                                          
“Who will go and work today? 
Fields are white and harvests waiting-- 
Who will bear the sheaves away?" 
Loud and long the Master calleth; 
Rich reward He offers thee. 
Who will answer, gladly saying, 
"Here am I, send me, send me"? 
 
2 Some take up His task in morning,                                                                                                    
To their Lord responding soon;                                                                                                          
Some are called in heat of midday,                                                                                         
Others late in afternoon;                                                                                                                        
Even as the sun is setting.                                                                                                                     
Some are sent into the fields,                                                                                                           
There to gather in the bounty                                                                                                    
That God’s Word so richly yields. 
 

3 For as rain and snow from heaven  
Water seeds in dusty soil,                                                                                                     
Causing them to bud and flower,                                                                                          
Giving bread to those who toil;                                                                                                                  
So the Lord sends forth His promise,                                                                                                       
Words of life and joy and peace—                                                                                                
Never void to Him returning,                                                                                                           
Bearing fruit with great increase. 
 
4 Hearken to the Lord whose coming                                                                                                   
Marks the time when grace shall end,                                                                                                     
When with His angelic reapers                                                                                                                  
He in glory shall descend.                                                                                                          
Soon the night, the final harvest;                                                                                                           
Soon the time for work shall cease.                                                                                                       
Then the souls His grace has garnered                                                                                               
Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 

 
Invocation   
 
Confession and Absolution (from Divine Service IV, page 203) 
  
P  In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen. 
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C  who made heaven and earth.  
P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
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P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner.  

 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 

Amen.  
P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C  Amen. 
 

 
 

“Lord Have Mercy”    
 
Pastor:  In peace we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Pastor:  For Your peace and presence, love and mercy for all, we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Pastor: For Your reign in the whole world, for Your life in our lives, and Your presence 

with us now, we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Pastor:  For all of Your people who gather to lift You praise, we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Pastor:  Help us and heal us, save us and bless us now 
People: Amen 
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“Glory to God”      
Chorus  
Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to His people on earth 
Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to His people on earth 
 
1  Lord God You are our King 
Almighty God and Father 
We worship Your name we give You our 
thanks 
We praise You for Your great glory 
 
2  Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father 
Saving Lord Lamb of God 

You take away all the sins of the world 
Have mercy on us 
You reign at the right hand of the Father on 
high 
Receive our prayer 
 
3  For You alone are the Holy One 
You alone are the Lord 
You alone are the Savior our Lord Jesus 
Christ 
And we worship and lift You praise 
With the Father above and Your Spirit of 
love 
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Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 
 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
 

First Reading:   1 Samuel 3:1-10 
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was 
rare; there were not many visions. 
 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in 
his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. 
 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 
 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 
 

6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” 
 

 “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 
 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 
him. 
 

8 A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I 
am; you called me.” 
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Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if 
he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in 
his place. 
 

10 The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Psalm 139:1-10      (Read responsively) 
Reader: You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. 
People: You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

 

Reader: You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. 
People: Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely. 

 

Reader: You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me. 
People: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. 
 

Reader: Where can I go from your Spirit?  Where can I flee from your presence? 
People: If I go up to the heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are 

there. 
 

Reader: If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
People:  even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. 
 

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was, is now, 
and shall be forever.  Amen. 

 
 
 

Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
“I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do 
anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 You say, “Food for the stomach and the 
stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is not meant for sexual 
immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the Lord from the 
dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 
himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! 16 Do you 
not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, “The 
two will become one flesh.” 17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  
 

18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are outside the body, but whoever 
sins sexually, sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were 
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Holy Gospel: John 1:43-51 
The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and 
told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
 

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
 

 “Come and see,” said Philip. 
 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit.” 
 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
 

49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.” 
 

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater 
things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 
 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
 
 
Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Sermon                                                “Ready for God’s Appearing” 
 
Offering      
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Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
+ The Service of Holy Communion + 

Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy  (Sanctus) 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy   
Lord, Lord God of power and might  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord  
Hosanna,  Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest  
Hosanna,  Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest 
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St. John’s People and Families 

 

Cindy Aspegren, Alex and Abigail Sneed 

Gary & Cathi Hartwig 

Doug & Georgia Marum 

Brian, Nina, Luca, & Sebastian Montes 

Brett, Katie, Lucas, Amelia, & Brook Wedding 

Zachary, Courtney, & Sawyer Bradley 

Joseph, Sonyia, & Leland Grabski 

Andrew, Ali, & Mattison Holloway 

Becky and Max Needleman 

August, Allison, & Gus Sebastiani 
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Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

 

In these last days, You have poured out Your Holy Spirit on Your Church that 
Your sons and daughters might proclaim the wonders of Your salvation in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. 

 

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your gathered people that, faithfully eating and 
drinking the body and blood of Your Son, we may go forth to proclaim His 
salvation to the ends of the earth. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
Lamb of God  (Agnus Dei)    

Lamb of God  
You take away the sin of the world  
Have mercy on us  

 

Lamb of God  
You take away the sin of the world  
Have mercy on us  

 

Lamb of God  
You take away the sin of the world  
Grant us peace 
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Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen. 

(Take and drink) 
 

“Take My Life and Let It Be”    LSB 783 
1 Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 
 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose, 
Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose. 
 
5 Take my will and make it Thine; 
It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
 

  “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”   LSB 830 
1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, 
Spoken, written, mighty Word; 
Ev'rywhere His creatures call 
To His heav'nly banquet hall. 
 
2 Tell how God the Father's will 
Made the world, upholds it still, 
How His own dear Son He gave 
Us from sin and death to save. 
 
3 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
Who, to save our human race 
And to pay rebellion's price, 
Gave Himself as sacrifice. 
 

4 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 
Now to guide us on to heav'n, 
Strong and holy, just and true, 
Working both to will and do. 
 
5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 
Ripe the promise of its yield. 
But the reapers, oh, how few 
For the work there is to do! 
 
6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
Rouse to action heart and mind; 
Let the gath'ring nations all 
See Your light and heed Your call. 
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Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 

+ Sending + 
Prayer 
 
 
Benediction

       
                “Rise, Shine, You People”     LSB 825 

 
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has 

entered our human story;  
God in Him is centered.  
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,  
With grace unbounded. 
 
 2 See how He sends the pow'rs of evil reeling;  
He brings us freedom, light and life and healing.  
All men and women, who by guilt are driven,  
Now are forgiven.  
 

 
3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling,  
Your songs and prayers against the darkness 

hurling.  
To all the world go out and tell the story  
Of Jesus' glory.  
 
4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.  
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation  
God's new creation. 

 
Offering 

 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

1 Samuel 3:10b 
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Serving in Worship Today 

 

Preacher                                   Rev. Mike Lange 

Liturgist Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Megan Mathison 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Sound Technician Tyler Koen  

Streaming Technician Joshua Wright 

Projector Tech Brian Schoenfeld  

Communion Assistants Mike Newton, Gerry Schneider 

  Dove Bain, Rebecca Vitkus 

Children’s Church Leaders Sarah Santora, Michelle & Tyler Roberts 

Ushers     Gary & Marlen Virkus 

  

 

  

   


