“Now | Have Everything”
December 31, 2023

As We Gather

Simeon told the Lord that having seen the infant Jesus, he was ready for the Lord to take him.
He had everything that he needed. In this season of things and indulgence, we consider
Simeon’s words as we seek to find our contentment in Christ.

Welcome

+ Gathering +

“Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376

Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby
In @ manger for His bed:

Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.

He came down to earth from Heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,

And His shelter was a stable,

And His cradle was a stall;

With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

For He is our childhood’s pattern;
Day by day, like us He grew;
He was little, weak and helpless,

Invocation

Baptism of Neveah Johnson and Isaiah Johnson

Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness,
And He shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love,
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in Heav’'n above,

And He leads His children on

To the place where He is gone.

Not in that poor lowly stable,

With the oxen standing by,

We shall see Him; but in Heaven,

Set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars His children crowned
All in white shall wait around.

“Build My Life”

Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe
We live for You

Jesus the name above ev'ry other name

Jesus the only one who could ever save
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe
We live for You

We live for You

Holy there is no one like You

There is none beside You

Open up my eyes in wonder

And show me who You are

And fill me with Your heart

And lead me in Your love to those around me

I will build my life upon Your love
It is a firm foundation

I will put my trust in You alone
And | will not be shaken



Prayer

Children Excused to Children’s Church

+ Service of the Word +

First Reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3

| delight greatly in the LORD;

my soul rejoices in my God.

For he has clothed me with garments of salvation
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness,

as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

M For as the soil makes the sprout come up
and a garden causes seeds to grow,

so the Sovereign LorD will make righteousness
and praise spring up before all nations.

62 For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake | will not remain quiet,
till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
her salvation like a blazing torch.
2 The nations will see your vindication,
and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LorD will bestow.
*You will be a crown of splendor in the LorD’s hand,
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7

But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the

law, ® to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. ® Because you
are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls

out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child,
God has made you also an heir.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!



Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40

22\When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord ?* (as it is written in the Law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 2*and to offer a sacrifice in keeping
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”

2> Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. %61t had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 2 Moved
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,
saying:
2 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
3 For my eyes have seen your salvation,
3 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and the glory of your people Israel.”
3 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. ** Then Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, > so that the thoughts of many
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

% There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow

until she was eighty—four.[ She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and
praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about
the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

¥'When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. *° And the child grew and became strong; he was filled

with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You O Christ!

Sermon “Now | Have Everything”

Offering



“The Goodness of Jesus”

Come you weary heart now to Jesus In the goodness of Jesus

Come you anxious soul now and see

There is perfect love and comfort in your Come find what this world cannot offer

tears Come and find your joy here complete

Rest here in His wondrous peace Taste the living water never thirst again
Rest here in His wondrous peace

Chorus

Oh the goodness the goodness of Jesus Come and find your hope now in Jesus

Satisfied he is all that | need He is all he said he would be

May it be come what may that | rest all my Grace is overflowing from the Savior’s heart

days Rest here in His wondrous peace

Prayers
Please add your prayer requests to the chat.

Thanksgivings

Pastor: O Lord, we praise You.
People: Thanks be to God.
Petitions

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Benediction

“Let All Together Praise our God” LSB 389
1 Let all together praise our God

Before His glorious throne; 4 He undertakes a great exchange,
Today He opens heav’n again Puts on our human frame,

To give us His own Son, And in return gives us His realm,
To give us His own Son. His glory, and His name,

His glory, and His name
2 He leaves His heav'nly Father’s throne,

Is born an infant small, 5 Theis a servant, | a lord:

And in a manger, poor and lone, How great a mystery!

Lies in a humble stall, How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
Lies in a humble stall. No truer friend than He,

No truer friend than He.
3 Within an earth-born form He hides
His all creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.
4



6 He is the key and He the door 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,

To blessed paradise; Lord Jesus, we adore

The angel bars the way no more. And praise to God the Father yield

To God our praises rise, And Spirit evermore;

To God our praises rise. We praise You evermore.
Offering

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558)

Memory Verse for This Week

“Sovereign Lord, as You have promised,
you may now dismiss Your servant in peace.
39 For my eyes have seen Your salvation.

Luke 2:29-30
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