Christ the King Sunday

“Seeing the King”
November 26, 2023

As We Gather

We confess that Jesus is King. We celebrate that today, Christ the King Sunday. We celebrate
not just that He will reign in eternity as King over the New Creation, but that He is in fact ruling
and reigning as King right now, with all power and authority given to Him.

Does it seem like it? Do you have trouble seeing the King and the effects of His reign? What
does it mean that He rules and reigns in a world such as ours and in lives such as ours? How do
we see the King?

Welcome

+ Gathering +

“Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905

Come, Thou almighty King,
Help us Thy Name to sing:
Help us to praise:

Father all-glorious,

O’er all victorious,

Come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.

Come, Thou incarnate Word,
Gird on Thy mighty sword;
Our prayer attend.

Come and Thy people bless,
And give Thy Word success,
And let Thy righteousness
On us descend.

Come, holy Comforter,
Thy sacred witness bear
In this glad hour!

Thou, who almighty art,
Now rule in ev'ry heart,
And ne’er from us depart,
Spirit of pow'r.

To Thee, great One in Three,
Eternal praises be

Hence evermore!

Thy sov'reign majesty

May we in glory see,

And to eternity

Love and adore.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution (from Divine Service IV, page 203)

Amen.

0O © 0O © 0O ©

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to
me, a sinner.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
C Amen.
“Jesus Shall Reign” LSB 832
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun And infant voices shall proclaim
Does its successive journeys run; Their early blessings on His name.

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore

. 4 Blessings abound where'er He reigns;
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

The pris'ners leap, unloose their chains,
2 To Him shall endless prayer be made, The weary find eternal rest,
And endless praises crown His head; And all who suffer want are blest.
His name like sweet perfume shall rise

. . . 5 Let ev'ry creature rise and brin
With ev'ry morning sacrifice. Y 8

Honors peculiar to our King;

3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue Angels descend with songs again,
Dwell on His love with sweetest song; And earth repeat the loud amen.
Prayer

Children’s Church
+ Service of the Word +

First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24

“’For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: | myself will search for my sheep and look after
them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will | look after
my sheep. | will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds
and darkness. 21 will bring them out from the nations and gather them from the countries, and
| will bring them into their own land. | will pasture them on the mountains of Israel, in the
ravines and in all the settlements in the land. **I will tend them in a good pasture, and the
mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good grazing
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land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. > | myself will tend
my sheep and have them lie down, declares the Sovereign Lorp. * | will search for the lost and
bring back the strays. | will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the
strong | will destroy. | will shepherd the flock with justice.

“‘Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, | myself will judge between the
fat sheep and the lean sheep. %! Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the
weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, ??| will save my flock, and they
will no longer be plundered. | will judge between one sheep and another. 2 will place over
them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend them and be their
shepherd. 24| the Lorp will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them. |
the LoRD have spoken.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:20-28

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. 2LFor since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through
aman. 2 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. BByt each in turn: Christ, the
firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. 22Then the end will come, when he
hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and
power. 2 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 2 The last enemy to
be destroyed is death. 2’ For he “has put everything under his feet.” Now when it says that
“everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put
everything under Christ. 2 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to
him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious
throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 3 He will put the sheep on his right
and the goats on his left.

3 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. ** For | was
hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, |
was a stranger and you invited me in, *® 1 needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you
looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit me.’

3 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you something to drink? 8 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or
needing clothes and clothe you? 3 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
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0 “The King will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

1 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. ** For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, **1 was a stranger and you did not invite me in, |
needed clothes and you did not clothe me, | was sick and in prison and you did not look after

’

me.

# “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing
clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’

% “He will reply, ‘Truly | tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did
not do for me.’

% “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You O Christ!

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, | acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon “Seeing the King”

Offering



Prayers
Please add your prayer requests to the chat.

Thanksgivings
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. St. John’s People and Families
People: Thanks be to God. .
Mark, Lindsey, Brooks, & Graham Albrecht
. Betty Grant
Petitions ) Dick & Marilyn Lemin
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, Jeff, Carri, Gracie, & Tessa Mello
People: Hear our prayer. Chris, Beth, Jaicee, & Seamus Vecera
Ben, Becca, & Sam Bisconer
Karl, Rachel, & Aiden Frisinger
Alexander, Lauren, & Felix Hesser
Guy, Megan, & Grant Meyers
Stephen, Andrea, & Lilah Ruiz
+ The Service of Holy Communion +
Preface
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and
death and will rise again to new life.

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your gathered people that, faithfully eating and
drinking the body and blood of Your Son, we may go forth to proclaim His
salvation to the ends of the earth.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Words of Institution

Pastor:

Pastor:
People:

Communion

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into
death for your sins.
People: Amen. (Take and eat)
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
People: Amen.
(Take and drink)
“Have No Fear, Little Flock” LW 735

1 Have no fear, little flock; 3 Praise the Lord high above;

Have no fear, little flock, Praise the Lord high above,

For the Father has chosen For He stoops down to heal you

To give you the Kingdom, Uplift and restore you:

Have no fear, little flock! Praise the Lord high above!

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 4 Thankful hearts raise to God;

Have good cheer, little flock, Thankful hearts raise to God,

For the Father will keep you For He stays close beside you,

In His love forever; In all things works with you;

Have good cheer, little flock! Thankful hearts raise to God!

“Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” LSB 534

1 Lord, enthroned in heav'nly splendor, 2 Though the lowliest form now veil You
First-begotten from the dead, As of old in Bethlehem,
You alone, our strong defender, Here as there Your angels hail You,
Lifting up Your people’s head. Branch and flow'r of Jesse's stem.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial
Jesus, true and living bread! We in worship join with them;
Jesus, true and living bread! We in worship join with them.
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3 Paschal Lamb, Your off'ring, finished 4 Life imparting heav'nly manna,

Once for all when You were slain, Stricken rock with streaming side,

In its fullness undiminished Heav'n and earth with loud hosanna
Shall forevermore remain. Worship You, the Lamb who died.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Cleansing souls from ev'ry stain; Ris'n, ascended, glorified!

Cleansing souls from ev'ry stain. Ris'n, ascended, glorified!

Communion Blessing

Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. His peace be with you.
People: Amen.
+ Sending +
Prayer
Benediction

“Lift High the Cross” LSB 837

Chorus _ »
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ All newborn soldiers of the crucified
. Bear on their brows the seal of Him Who
proclaim,
died Chorus

Till all the world adore His sacred name

Come, Christians, follow where our captain 0 Ijord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
trod Raise us, and let Your cross the magnet be.

Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Chorus

Chorus So shall our song of triumph ever be:

Praise to the Crucified for victory!

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
Chorus

The hosts of God in Conqu’ring ranks
combine. Chorus

Offering
http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558)
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Memory Verse for This Week

Therefore, there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:1

Serving in Worship Today

Preacher Rev. Michael A. Schmid
Lay Reader Sal Pagano
Organist Erin Blackwood
Communion Assistants Mike Newton, Joel Wabhlers, Bob & Kari Perna
Sound Technician Brian Schoenfeld
Streaming Technician Martin Meissenhalter
Projector Tech Dawn Wabhlers
Worship Preparation Team Jan Newton, Midge & Gerry Schneider, Ron Irwin
Children’s Church Leaders Nina Montes, Kevin Mathison
Ushers Gary & Marlen Virkus
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