
 “Semper Fidelis” 
November 19, 2023 

 
As We Gather 
We are poised near the end of the Church Year (and perhaps the end of this present age or life 
itself).  When exactly will the Lord return?  Only the Father knows. Yet all the signs of the End 
Time are present.  When it comes, our Lord says it will come suddenly. Hence we need to live 
lives watchfully, wisely, and faithfully.  This Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus’ “Parable of the Talents”, 
paints a word picture of what it means to live faithfully!  Invest your God-given "talents" for the 
sake of God’s kingdom. Don’t bury them. 
 

 
Welcome 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
 
 

“Come, Jesus Come” 
Come, Jesus, come 
Come, Jesus, come 
We need Your mighty presence in our lives 
So we call on Your name 
Hear us Lord as we pray 
We say come, Jesus come, Jesus come 

Come and build Your throne among us, Lord 
We offer You our praise 
Arise and fill the temple of our hearts 
Be exalted in this place 
Be exalted in this place 

 
 
Invocation 
P  In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
P  Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
C  who made heaven and earth.  
 

P  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
C  But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 
P  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have 
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful 
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to 
me, a sinner.  

C  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen.  
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P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 
all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

C  Amen. 
 

 
“Lord I Need You” 

Lord I come, I confess 
Bowing here I find my rest 
And without You I fall apart 
You're the one that guides my heart 
 
Chorus 
Lord I need You oh I need You 
Ev'ry hour I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 
 
Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 
Where grace is found is where You are 
And where You are Lord I am free 
Holiness is Christ in me 
Where You are Lord I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me 
 
So teach my song to rise to You 
When temptation comes my way 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus You're my hope and stay 
And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 
Jesus You're my hope and stay 
 
Chorus 
Lord I need You oh I need You 
Ev'ry hour I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 
My one defense my righteousness 
Oh God how I need You 

 
 
Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 
 

 
+ Service of the Word + 

 
First Reading:   Zephaniah 1:7-16 
Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, 
    for the day of the LORD is near. 
The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; 
    he has consecrated those he has invited. 
 

8 “On the day of the LORD’s sacrifice 
    I will punish the officials 
    and the king’s sons 
and all those clad 
    in foreign clothes. 
9 On that day I will punish 
    all who avoid stepping on the threshold,  
who fill the temple of their gods 
    with violence and deceit. 
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10 “On that day,” 
    declares the LORD, 
“a cry will go up from the Fish Gate, 
    wailing from the New Quarter, 
    and a loud crash from the hills. 
11 Wail, you who live in the market district; 
    all your merchants will be wiped out, 
    all who trade with silver will be destroyed. 
12 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps 
    and punish those who are complacent, 
    who are like wine left on its dregs, 
who think, ‘The LORD will do nothing, 
    either good or bad.’ 
13 Their wealth will be plundered, 
    their houses demolished. 
Though they build houses, 
    they will not live in them; 
though they plant vineyards, 
    they will not drink the wine.” 
 

14 The great day of the LORD is near— 
    near and coming quickly. 
The cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; 
    the Mighty Warrior shouts his battle cry. 
15 That day will be a day of wrath— 
    a day of distress and anguish, 
        a day of trouble and ruin, 
    a day of darkness and gloom, 
        a day of clouds and blackness— 
16     a day of trumpet and battle cry 
against the fortified cities 
    and against the corner towers. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are 
saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
 

4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a 
thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or 
to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and 
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sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But 
since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the 
hope of salvation as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or 
asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30 
Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth 
to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each 
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of 
gold went at once and put his money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one 
with two bags of gold gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug 
a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 
 

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, 
‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’ 
 

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 
bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 
 

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’ 
 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you 
are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not 
scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is 
what belongs to you.’ 
 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not 
sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money 
on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with 
interest. 
 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For whoever has 
will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they 
have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 
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The Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon                                                        “Semper Fidelis” 
 
 
Offering

 
Musical Offering              “Open Wide Our Hands”                            Sanctuary Choir      

Paul D. Weber 
Soloists: Kaia Blackwood, Emery Blackwood, Paul Weber 

 
Open wide our hands, O God, 
To share your love where need cries out for 
care. 
By your grace free us to heed your call 
To labor for the good of all. 
 
Grant us vibrant faith in your dear Son 
That we may serve as He has done. 
Work through us that we may give you praise 
In joyful service all our days. 
 
Bless the hands that work to bring good cheer, 
Supporting neighbors far and near. 
Send us hand in hand to ev’ry place 
As Christ’s own body saved by grace. 
 

Mold us, move us by your Spirit’s power 
To boldly act in this glad hour. 
Work through us that we may give you praise 
In joyful service all our days. 
 
Let each act of kindness shown this day 
Bring glory, honor, thanks, acclaim 
To the Father, Son, and Spirit blest 
Whose steadfast love assures success. 
 
Lead us on! Your promise to fulfill - 
Our hands in yours to do your will. 
Work through us that we may give you praise 
In joyful service all our days. 
Amen! 
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Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ The Service of Holy Communion + 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life.  
 

Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon Your gathered people that, faithfully eating and 
drinking the body and blood of Your Son, we may go forth to proclaim His 
salvation to the ends of the earth. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

St. John’s People and Families 

 

Elaine Adams 

Jean Gonzales 

Kristen Lawrence and Colt Maloney 

Martin, Eva, & CarlJohn Meissenhalter, Edel and Kenneth Van Houten 

Ali, Sally, Cameron, Christopher, & Charlie Vaziri 

Silvio, Natalie, & Giovanni Bettinelli 

Kimberly and Levi Freeman 

Mike, Keli, Adeline, & Drew Manfred 

Jeff, Alissa, Milo, & Mace Menchaca 

Mick, Natalie, & Sophia Rossmiller 
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Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

  
 
 
Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen. 

    (Take and drink)

  
“O Come To The Altar” 

Are you hurting and broken within 
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin 
Jesus is calling 
Have you come to the end of yourself 
Do you thirst for a drink from the well 
Jesus is calling 
 
O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide 
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
 
Leave behind your regrets and mistakes 
Come today there's no reason to wait 

Jesus is calling 
Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy 
From the ashes a new life is born 
Jesus is calling 
 
Oh what a Savior 
Isn't He wonderful 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
Bow down before Him 
For He is Lord of all 
Sing alleluia Christ is risen 
 
Bear your cross as you wait for the crown 
Tell the world of the treasure you've found 
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 “Take My Life and Let It Be”    LSB 784 
1 Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee, 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 
Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee, 
Filled with messages from Thee. 
 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose, 
Ev'ry pow'r as Thou shalt choose. 
 
5 Take my will and make it Thine; 
It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 

+ Sending + 
Prayer 
 
 
Benediction

 
  “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”      LSB 851 

1  Lord of Glory, You have bought us 
With Your life-blood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
That tremendous sacrifice; 
And with that have freely given 
Blessings countless as the sand 
To the unthankful and the evil 
With Your own unsparing hand. 
 

2  Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You 
Gladly, freely of Your own. 
With the sunshine of Your goodness 
Melt our thankless hearts of stone 

Till our cold and selfish natures, 
Warmed by You, at length believe 
That more happy and more blessed 
'Tis to give than to receive. 
 

3  Wondrous honor You have given 
To our humblest charity 
In Your own mysterious sentence, 
"You have done it all to Me." 
Can it be, O gracious Master, 
That You deign for alms to sue, 
Saying by Your poor and needy, 
"Give as I have giv'n to you"? 
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4  Lord of glory, You have bought us 
With Your life-blood as the price, 
Never grudging for the lost ones 
That tremendous sacrifice. 

Give us faith to trust You boldly, 
Hope, to stay our souls on You; 
But, oh, best of all Your graces, 
With Your love our love renew. 

 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.   

Rev. 2:10 ESV 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Gail Vandeburgt 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Communion Assistants Dove Bain, Bob Klein,  

 Gerry Schneider, Paula Schweiger 

Sound Technician Jacob Bartelt   

Streaming Technician Joshua Wright 

Projection Tech Brian Schoenfeld 

Worship Preparation Team  Ron Irwin, Gerry & Midge Schneider, Jan Newton 

Ushers     Bob & Lisa De Young 

Worship Band Steve Jeffery, Steve & Judi Rock, Tom Hoff  

Children’s Church Leaders Michelle & Tyler Roberts, Nina Montes 
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