
“Grieving With Hope” 
November 12, 2023 

 
As We Gather 
Paul writes that he does not want his readers to grieve the loss of loved ones as though they 
had no hope.  On the contrary, we live in the hope of the resurrection, not only for ourselves, 
but for those who have died in the Lord. 
 

Welcome 
 
 

+ Gathering + 
 

                                                                      
     “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”    LSB 461 (st. 1, 5, 7, 8)

1 I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, He lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living head. 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 
He lives to wipe away my tears; 
He lives to calm my troubled heart; 
He lives all blessings to impart. 
 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 
He lives, and I shall conquer death; 
He lives my mansion to prepare; 
He lives to bring me safely there. 
 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 
He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives; 
I know that my Redeemer lives! 
  
 

 
Invocation 
 
 
Baptism of Jameson William McCann 

 

 “Build My Life” 
Worthy of ev'ry song we could ever sing 
Worthy of all the praise we could ever bring 
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
 
Jesus the name above ev'ry other name 
Jesus the only one who could ever save 
Worthy of ev'ry breath we could ever breathe 
We live for You 
We live for You 
 

Holy there is no one like You 
There is none beside You 
Open up my eyes in wonder and show me who 
You are 
And fill me with Your heart 
And lead me in Your love to those around me 
 
I will build my life upon Your love 
It is a firm foundation 
I will put my trust in You alone 
And I will not be shaken 

 

Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 
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+ Service of the Word + 
 

First Reading:   Amos 5:18-24 
Woe to you who long 
    for the day of the LORD! 
Why do you long for the day of the LORD? 
    That day will be darkness, not light. 
19 It will be as though a man fled from a lion 
    only to meet a bear, 
as though he entered his house 
    and rested his hand on the wall 
    only to have a snake bite him. 
20 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light— 
    pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 
 

21 “I hate, I despise your religious festivals; 
    your assemblies are a stench to me. 
22 Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
    I will not accept them. 
Though you bring choice fellowship offerings, 
    I will have no regard for them. 
23 Away with the noise of your songs! 
    I will not listen to the music of your harps. 
24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
    righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
Second Reading:   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so 
that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are 
left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For 
the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 After that, 
we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. 
 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13 
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out 
to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took 
their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along 
with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and 
fell asleep. 
 
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 
 
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ 
 
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those who 
sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 
 
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who 
were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
 
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’ 
 
12 “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’ 
 
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 

 
 
 
Sermon                                                    “Grieving with Hope” 
 
  
Offering 
 
 
Hymn                                                          “On Eagles Wings”    LSB 727  
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,  
Who abide in His shadow for life,  
Say to the Lord: "My refuge,  
My rock in whom I trust!"  
 
Refrain   
And He will raise you upon eagle's wings  
Bear you on the breath of dawn,  
Make you to shine like the sun,  
And hold you in the palm of His hand.  

 
The snare of the fowler will never capture 
you, 

 And famine will bring you no fear:  
Under His wings Your refuge,  
His faithfulness Your shield  
 
You need not fear the terror of the night,  
Nor the arrow that flies by day;  
Though thousands fall about you,  
near you it shall not come.  
 
For to His angel He's given a command  
To guard you in all of your ways;  
Upon their hands they will bear you up,  
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.  
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Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

  
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

 

 
Benediction

  
 “All the People Said Amen” 

You are not alone if you are lonely 
When you feel afraid you're not the only 
We are all the same in need of mercy 
To be forgiven and be free 
It's all you got to lean on 
But thank God it's all you need 
 
Chorus 
And all the people said amen whoa 
And all the people said amen 
Give thanks to the Lord for His love never ends 
And all the people said amen 

If you're rich or poor well it don't matter 
Weak or strong you know love is what we're after 
We're all broken but we're all in this together 
God knows we stumble and fall 
And He so loved the world 
He sent His son to save us all 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart 
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart 
Blessed are the people hungry for another start 
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God 

 
 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those 

who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, 

who have no hope.  

 

 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

 
 

 

  

St. John’s People and Families 

 

Kevin, Joy, Parker, & Carson Dahl 

David, Kristin, Jack, & Ben Goller  

Larry & Debby Lawrence 

Noel Schmutz 

Gail & Eric Vandeburgt 

Jonathan, Charisma, Connor, Amelia, & Benjamin Berry 

Stephen, Megan, & Elizabeth Freeman 

Michael, Danielle, Andi, & Miller Maloney 

Michael, Shannon, Amelia, & Braelynn McSweeny 

Ann Rosen and Jensen Benck 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
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