
Did God Really Say? 

“You Don’t Need the Church” 
October 22, 2023 

As We Gather 
There’s a common saying that going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than 
being in a garage makes you a car.  The point is that all you need is faith in Jesus.  The 
congregation fellowship and church are nice to have for those who want it, but not really 
necessary for being a Christian.  But is this what God says in His Word?  We look today at God’s 
intent in calling us to be a congregation, not as an optional add-on to the faith, but rather 
central to what it means to be His disciples. 
 

 
Welcome 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
“Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”   LSB 940 

1 Holy God, we praise Thy name; 
Lord of all, we bow before Thee. 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, 
All in heav'n above adore Thee. 
Infinite Thy vast domain, 
Everlasting is Thy reign. 
 
2 Hark! the glad celestial hymn 
Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, 
In unceasing chorus praising, 
Fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord! 
 
3 Lo, th'apostles' holy train 
Join Thy sacred name to hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, 

And the white-robed martyrs follow, 
And from morn to set of sun 
Through the Church the song goes on. 
 
4 Thou art King of glory, Christ; 
Son of God, yet born of Mary. 
For us sinners sacrificed, 
As to death a Tributary, 
First to break the bars of death, 
Thou hast opened heav'n to faith. 
 
5 Holy Father, holy Son, 
Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 
Though in essence only one, 
Undivided God we claim Thee 
And, adoring, bend the knee 
While we own the mystery. 

 
 
Invocation 
P  In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
  
 
Musical Offering         2nd & 3rd Grade 
 
Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 
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+ Service of the Word + 
 
First Reading:   Psalm 95:1-7 
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; 
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving 
    and extol him with music and song. 
3 For the LORD is the great God, 
    the great King above all gods. 
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth, 
    and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
5 The sea is his, for he made it, 
    and his hands formed the dry land. 
6 Come, let us bow down in worship, 
    let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 
7 for he is our God 
    and we are the people of his pasture, 
    the flock under his care. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Second Reading:   1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 
 
15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would 
not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the 
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 
 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I 
don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable 
parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to 
the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 
part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 
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27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in 
the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues[b]? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
Holy Gospel: John 21:15-17 
 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?” 
 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 
 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
 
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 
 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you 
know all things; you know that I love you.” 
 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 

 
The Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A12-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28665b
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Sermon                                          “You Don’t Need the Church” 
 
Offering

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ The Service of Holy Communion + 
 

Communion Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 

St. John’s People and Families 

Jeff, Karen, Christian, Aaron, & Samuel Craft 

Terry & Joan Gard 

Sarah Kramer 

Sandee Schachner 

Craig & Karol Underhill 

Angelia Garzon, Derry Bell, & Sophie Bell 

Ian, Noel, Faith, & Vincenzo Fradella 

Bryan, Kari, & Alice Lloyd 

Curtis, Jessica, & Hudson McDonald 

Ben, Katie, & Grayson Richards 
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Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 

Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 

People: Amen. 
(Take and drink)

 
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”   LSB 636 

1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness,  
Leave the gloomy haunts of sadness,  
Come into the daylight’s splendor,  
There with joy your praises render.   
Bless the One whose grace unbounded  
This amazing banquet founded;   
He, though heav’nly, high, and holy,  
Deigns to dwell with you most lowly.  
 
2 Hasten as a bride to meet Him, 
And with loving rev’rence greet Him. 
For with words of life immortal  
He is knocking at your portal. 
Open wide the gates before Him, 
Saying, as you there adore Him: 
Grant, Lord, that I now receive You,  
That I never more will leave You. 
 
3 He who craves a precious treasure 
Neither cost nor pain will measure; 
But the priceless gifts of heaven 
God to us has freely given. 
Though the wealth of earth were proffered, 
None could buy the gifts here offered: 
Christ’s true body for you riven, 
And His blood, for you once given. 
 
4 Now in faith I humbly ponder 
Over this surpassing wonder 
That the bread of life is boundless 
Though the souls it feeds are countless: 
With the choicest wine of heaven 
Christ’s own blood to us is given. 
Oh, most glorious consolation,  
Pledge and seal of my salvation! 
 

5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
Peace beyond all understanding. 
Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
Worthily let me receive You 
And, so favored, never leave You. 
 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
Of this blessed food from heaven, 
For our good, Your glory, given. 
 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 
You once left Your throne in heaven 
On the cross for me to languish 
And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
By this blood redeemed and living. 
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 
 
 8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 
Let me gladly here obey You. 
By Your love I am invited, 
Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 
Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
Through the gift of grace You give me 
As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 
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“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”    LSB 643 
1  Sent forth by God's blessing,  
Our true faith confessing,  
The people of God  
From this dwelling take leave.  
The Supper is ended,  
O now be extended  
The fruits of this service  
In all who believe.  
The seed of His teaching,  
Receptive souls reaching,  
Shall blossom in action  
For God and for all.  
His grace did invite us,  
His love shall unite us  
To work for God's kingdom  
And answer His call. 
 

2  With praise and thanksgiving  
To God ever living,  
The tasks of our everyday  
Life we will face.  
Our faith ever sharing,  
In love ever caring,  
Embracing His children  
Of each tribe and race.  
With Your grace you feed us,  
With Your light now lead us;  
Unite us as one  
In this life that we share.  
Then may all the living  
With praise and thanksgiving  
Give honor to Christ  
And His name that we bear. 

 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 

+ Sending + 
Prayer 
 
Benediction

 
“The Church’s One Foundation”   LSB 644 

1 The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word. 
From heav'n He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
 

2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: 
One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, 

Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses 
With ev'ry grace endued. 
 

3 Though with a scornful wonder 
The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 
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4 Through toil and tribulation 
And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation 
Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious 
Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great church victorious 
Shall be the church at rest. 
 

5 Yet she on earth has union 
With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav'nly chorus! 
Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 
May see You face to face. 

 
 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 

Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.  

 

Luke 4:16 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Megan Mathison 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Communion Assistants Bob & Kari Perna, Mike Newton, Paula Schweiger 

Sound Technician Jacob Bartelt   

Streaming Technician Martin Meissenhalter 

Projection Tech Bob Klein 

Worship Preparation Team  Bob & Doris Klein, Betsy Gewirz 

Ushers     Missy Loban & Sal Pagano 

Children’s Church Nina Montes   

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/

