
 Heart to Heart Talks 

“If You Had Been Here .  . . ” 
March 26, 2023 

 
As We Gather 
Where is Jesus when we are suffering? Where is God when it hurts?  Or in all the suffering 
around us?  When Jesus showed up at the home of His friends Martha and Mary four days after 
their brother Lazarus had died, both sisters confronted Jesus with the words “If you had been 
here my brother would not have died.”  Implied in that statement is a question: “Where were 
you?”  Today we look at what God’s Word says about suffering and finding answers in Him. 

 
Welcome 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
 

                                                                      
 

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   LSB 686
Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, 
    Tune my heart to sing Thy grace; 
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
    Call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory 
    Fills my heart with joy and love, 
Teach me ever to adore Thee; 
    May I still Thy goodness prove. 
 
Here I raise my Ebenezer, 
    Hither by Thy help I’ve come; 
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure, 
    Safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
    Wand’ring from the fold of God; 
He, to rescue me from danger, 
    Interposed His precious blood. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor 
    Daily I’m constrained to be; 
Let that grace now like a fetter 
    Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee: 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 
    Prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, 
    Seal it for Thy courts above. 
 
Oh, that day when freed from sinning, 
    I shall see Thy lovely face; 
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen, 
    How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace! 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; 
    Take my ransom’d soul away; 
Send Thine angels soon to carry 
    Me to realms of endless day. 
 
 

Invocation 
 
Confession and Absolution 
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“You Gave Your Life Away” 
You spoke and worlds were formed 
You breathed and life was born 
You knew that one day 
You would come 
So far from Heaven’s throne 
Clothed in human form 
You showed the world 
The Father’s love 
 

Chorus 
You gave You gave Your life away 
You gave You gave Your life away 
You gave You gave Your life away for me 
Your Grace has broken ev’ry chain 
My sins are gone 
My debt’s been paid 
You gave You gave Your life away for me 
For me 

 
You lived a sinless life 
Yet You were crucified 
You bought our freedom 
On the cross 
Forsaken for our sin 
You died and rose again 
Jesus You are the Lamb of God    Chorus 
 
How glorious is Your love 
If I could sing forever 
It’s not enough 
How glorious is Your love 
If I could sing forever 
It’s not enough 
It’s not enough    Chorus 

 

  
 
Prayer 
 
Children’s Church 

 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
First Reading:   Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in 
the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a 
great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of 
man, can these bones live?” 
 
I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 
 

4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of 
the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath[a] enter you, 
and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and 
cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD.’” 
 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 
sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared 
on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
 

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what 
the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37%3A1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21403a
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they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came 
to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This 
is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up 
from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I 
am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you 
and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have 
spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
Second Reading:   Romans 8:1-11 
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through 
Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the 
law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful 
man, 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not 
live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature 
desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires. 6 The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and 
peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God.  It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do 
so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

9 You, however, are not controlled by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives 
in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10 But if 
Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of 
righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who 
raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives 
in you. 
  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Holy Gospel: John 11:1-45 
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured 
perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, 
the one you love is sick.” 
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4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so 
that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more 
days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
 

8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are 
going back?” 
 

9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the daytime 
will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they 
stumble, for they have no light.” 
 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am 
going there to wake him up.” 
 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of his 
death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
 

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 
 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 
Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 
know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 
this?” 
 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 
into the world.” 
 

28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” 
she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to 
mourn there. 
 

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
 

33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 
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 “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
 

35 Jesus wept. 
 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
 

 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he 
has been there four days.” 
 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 
have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 
 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 

 
 
 
The Apostles Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy  Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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“Who You Say I Am” 
Who am I that the highest King 
Would welcome me 
I was lost but He brought me in 
Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 
 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
 
Free at last 
He has ransomed me 
His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin 
Jesus died for me 
Yes He died for me 
 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
  
I am chosen not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me not against me 
I am who You say I am   Repeat 
 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
 
Sermon                                        “If You Had Been Here…” 
 
Offering 
 
 
Musical Offering                         “As the Deer Longs for the Waterbrooks”             “Sanctuary Choir 

Meditation for Lent 
Arr. Michael Bedford 

 
As the deer longs for the waterbrooks, 
So longs my soul after You, O God. (Repeat) 
 
My soul is a-thirst for God, 
A-thirst for the living God; 
When shall I come to appear  
Before the presence of God? 
 
My tears have been my food day and night, 
While all day long they say to me, 

“Where is your God? 
Where? Where? 
Where now is your God?” 
 
As the deer longs for the waterbrooks, 
So longs my soul after You, O God. (Repeat) 
 
When shall I come to appear 
Before the presence, 
Before the presence of God? 
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Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Benediction
 

 “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”    LSB 548 
Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious! 
Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 
Death hath now no power o'er us, 
Thou hast conquered in the strife. 
Thanks because Thou didst arise 
And hast opened paradise! 
None can fully sing the glory 
Of the resurrection story. 
 
2 Thou hast died for my transgression, 
All my sins on Thee were laid; 
Thou hast won for me salvation, 
On the cross my debt was paid. 
From the grave I shall arise 

And shall meet Thee in the skies. 
Death itself is transitory; 
I shall lift my head in glory. 
 
3 For the joy Thine advent gave me, 
For Thy holy, precious Word; 
For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, 
For Thy blest Communion board; 
For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 
For Thy resurrection morn, 
Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 
And in heav'n I shall behold Thee. 
 

 
 

 
 

St. John’s People and Families 

 

Ken & Michele Arnold 

Don Hatfield, Eva, Ariel, & Alex Winkler 

Kevin, Megan, & Myles Mathison 

Bruce, Brodie, Carson, Cullen, & Trent Mooers 

Ben, Amy, Erin, & Bailey Wilson 

Brian, Liliana, & Lucas Bennett 

Stephen, Megan, & Elizabeth Freeman 

Patrick, Denise, & Charlotte Hennessey 

Ales, Samantha, & Madelyn Miner 

Matthew, Tasha, & Darcie Schmitz 
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Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

John 16:33 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Soren De Young 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Oboe Celeste Truong  

Sound Technician Tyler Koen   

Streaming Technician Joel Wahlers  

Worship Preparation Team  Gerry & Midge Schneider, Jan Newton, Ron Irwin 

Ushers     Bob & Lisa De Young 

 Projection Technician Dawn Wahlers 

Children’s Church   

Worship Band Steve & Christi Jeffery, Tom Hoff
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