
Heart-to-Heart Talks 

“The Vision We Really Need?” 
March 19, 2023 

 
As We Gather    
A man born blind encounters Jesus and has his sight restored.  But that was not the only kind of 
vision he needed.  May Jesus through His Word work in us the vision we truly need. 
 

 
Welcome 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
 

 “Oh, for A Thousand Tongues to Sing”    LSB 528
1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer's praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 
 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroad, 
The honors of Thy name. 
 

3 Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 
'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'Tis life and health and peace. 
 

4 He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin; 
He sets the pris'ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood avails for me. 
 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 
Your God, ye fallen race. 
Look and be saved through faith alone, 
Be justified by grace. 
 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 
The Lamb of God was slain. 
His soul was once an off'ring made 
For ev'ry soul of man. 
 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 
Be now and ever giv'n 
By saints below and saints above, 
The Church in earth and heav'n. 

  
 
Invocation 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Musical Offering                                                        Preschool Choir 
 
Prayer  
 
Children’s Church 
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+ Service of the Word + 
First Reading:   Isaiah 42:14-21 

“For a long time I have kept silent, 
    I have been quiet and held myself back. 

But now, like a woman in childbirth, 
    I cry out, I gasp and pant. 

15 I will lay waste the mountains and hills 
    and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn rivers into islands 
    and dry up the pools. 

16 I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 
    along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 

I will turn the darkness into light before them 
    and make the rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will do; 
    I will not forsake them. 

17 But those who trust in idols, 
    who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ 

    will be turned back in utter shame. 
 

18 “Hear, you deaf; 
    look, you blind, and see! 

19 Who is blind but my servant, 
    and deaf like the messenger I send? 

Who is blind like the one in covenant with me, 
    blind like the servant of the LORD? 

20 You have seen many things, but you pay no attention; 
    your ears are open, but you do not listen.” 

21 It pleased the LORD 
    for the sake of his righteousness 

    to make his law great and glorious. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Second Reading:   Ephesians 5:8-14 
For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the 
fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases 
the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 
them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything 
exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This 
is why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 
    rise from the dead, 
    and Christ will shine on you.” 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Holy Gospel: John 9:1-41 
As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
 

3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
 

6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s 
eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So the man went 
and washed, and came home seeing. 
 

8 His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who 
used to sit and beg?” 9 Some claimed that he was. 
 

Others said, “No, he only looks like him.” 
 

But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” 
 

10 “How then were your eyes opened?” they asked. 
 

11 He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to 
Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.” 
 

12 “Where is this man?” they asked him. 
 

 “I don’t know,” he said. 
 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which Jesus had 
made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him 
how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I 
see.” 
 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 
 

But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were divided. 
 

17 Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.” 
 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
 

18 They still did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they sent for the 
man’s parents. 19 “Is this your son?” they asked. “Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it 
that now he can see?” 
 

20 “We know he is our son,” the parents answered, “and we know he was born blind. 21 But how he 
can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for 
himself.” 22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders, who already had 
decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. 23 That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
 

24 A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the 
truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 
 

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now 
I see!” 
 

26 Then they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 
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27 He answered, “I have told you already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? 
Do you want to become his disciples too?” 
 

28 Then they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of 
Moses! 29 We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he 
comes from.” 
 

30 The man answered, “Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he 
opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who 
does his will. 32 Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were 
not from God, he could do nothing.” 
 

34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw 
him out. 
 

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?” 
 

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
 

37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
 

39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see 
will become blind.” 
 

40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
 

41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, 
your guilt remains. 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
 
 
Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Sermon                                “The Vision We Really Need?” 
 
 
Offering 

 
 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

+ The Service of Holy Communion + 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
 

 
Prayer 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Pastor:  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

St. John’s People and Families  

  

Dennis & Judie Arnett 

Bob & Linda Harvey 

J.T. Janelle, Clint, & Devon Mason 

Brian, Nina, Luca, & Sebastian Montes 

Kenneth & Bonnie Wilson 

Richard, Diane, & Matteo Barbosa 

Kimberly and Levi Freeman 

Natalie and Hayes Hemingway 

Guy, Megan, & Grant Meyers 

Duane Rodrigues, Ashley Kirkpatrick, & Daphne Rodrigues 
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Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen. 

    (Take and drink)
 
 
 

 “Goodness of God” 
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 

Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 

You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God    
(Chorus) 
 

Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me   (Chorus x 2) 
 

I will sing of the goodness of God 
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“Amazing Grace” 
(My Chains are Gone) 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Chorus 
My chains are gone I've been set free 
My God my Savior has ransomed me 
And like a flood His mercy reigns 

Unending love amazing grace 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secures 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures    
 
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 
The sun forbear to shine 
But God who called me here below 
Will be forever mine 
Will be forever mine 
You are forever mine 

 
 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Benediction
 

LSB 646 “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” 
1 Church of God, elect and glorious,  

Holy nation, chosen race;  
Called as God's own special people,  

Royal priests and heirs of grace:  
Know the purpose of Your calling,  

Show to all His mighty deeds;  
Tell of love that knows no limits,  

Grace that meets all human needs. 
 

2 God has called you out of darkness  
Into His most marv'lous light;  

Brought His truth to life within you,  
Turned Your blindness into sight.  
Let Your light so shine around you  

That God's name is glorified  
And all find fresh hope and purpose  

In Christ Jesus crucified. 
 

 

3 Once you were an alien people,  
Strangers to God's heart of love;  

But He brought you home in mercy,  
Citizens of heav'n above.  

Let His love flow out to others,  
Let them feel a Father's care;  

That they too may know His welcome  
And His countless blessings share. 

 

4 Church of God, elect and holy,  
Be the people He intends;  

Strong in faith and swift to answer  
Each command Your Master sends;  

Royal priests, fulfill Your calling  
Through Your sacrifice and prayer;  
Give Your lives in joyful service--  
Sing His praise, His love declare. 
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Offering 

 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  

Live as children of light. 
 

 Ephesians 5:8 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Readers Michele Roberts & Sarah Bartelt  

Communion Assistants Anne Heine, Gerry Schneider  

 Andy & Paula Schweiger 

Sound Technician Brian Schoenfeld   

Streaming Technician Joshua Wright    

Worship Preparation Team  Gerry & Midge Schneider, Jan Newton, Ron Irwin 

Ushers     Penni Cremen, Sal Pagano 

 Projection Technician Bob Klein 

Children’s Church Nina Montes, Joy Dahl 

Worship Band Thane Knutson, Steve Rock, Judi Rock, Heidi Newman
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