
Transfiguration Sunday 

“Listen to Him” 
February 19, 2023 

 
As We Gather    
The message of today's Gospel, the account of Jesus' Transfiguration, comes through loud and 
clear when the Voice from Heaven says, "When My Son speaks, you listen up, you hear?" Given 
that this command comes from the highest level of authority, it would be wise for us to do so.  
 

But listening can be a problem for many of us . . . listening to anyone. We may literally have a 
hearing problem. Even if our hearing is OK, we often fail to listen. Even if we listen, we often fail 
to put into practice what we learned by hearing. Our listening problem is made even more 
complicated by the fact we are flooded with so many messages, so much information, and so 
much "fake news".  Who then do we listen to, and who is to be believed? The Voice from 
heaven helps us focus on the Someone we should listen to, and the Someone we can fully trust, 
and why!  
 

 
Welcome 

 
 

+ Gathering + 
 

                                                     “’Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here”        LSB 414   
1 'Tis good, Lord, to be here! 
Thy glory fills the night; 
Thy face and garments, like the sun, 
Shine with unborrowed light. 
 
2 'Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
Thy beauty to behold 
Where Moses and Elijah stand, 
Thy messengers of old. 
 
3 Fulfiller of the past 
And hope of things to be, 

We hail Thy body glorified 
And our redemption see. 
 
4 Before we taste of death, 
We see Thy kingdom come; 
We long to hold the vision bright 
And make this hill our home. 
 
5 'Tis good, Lord, to be here! 
Yet we may not remain; 
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount, 
Come with us to the plain. 

 
 
Invocation 
 
Confession and Absolution    (from Divine Service IV, page 203) 
  

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
People: Amen. 
Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
People: who made heaven and earth.  
 

Pastor:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?  
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 

Pastor:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 
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altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 
another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.  

 
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen.  
 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
 

“Lord Have Mercy” 
Leader: In peace we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Leader: For Your peace and presence, love and mercy for all, we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Leader: For Your reign in the whole world, for Your life in our lives, and Your presence 

with us now, we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Leader: For all of Your people who gather to lift You praise, we pray to You Lord 
People: Lord have mercy 
 
Leader: Help us and heal us, save us and bless us now 
People: Amen 
 

 
 

“Glory to God” 
Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to His people on earth 
Glory to God in the highest 
And peace to His people on earth 
 
Lord God You are our King 
Almighty God and Father 
We worship Your name we give You our 
thanks 
We praise You for Your great glory 
 
Lord Jesus Christ only Son of the Father 

Saving Lord Lamb of God 
You take away all the sins of the world 
Have mercy on us 
You reign at the right hand of the Father on high 
Receive our prayer 
 
For You alone are the Holy One 
You alone are the Lord 
You alone are the Savior our Lord Jesus Christ 
And we worship and lift You praise 
With the Father above and Your Spirit of 
love 
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Prayer 
Pastor:      Let us pray.   

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the 
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah.  In the voice that 
came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshadowed our adoption by 
grace.  Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the 
fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 
Children’s Church 
 

 
 
 

+ Service of the Word + 
 
First Reading:   Exodus 24:8-18 
Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
 

9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the 
God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue 
as the sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they 
saw God, and they ate and drank. 
 

12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you 
the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” 
 

13 Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 14 He 
said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, 
and anyone involved in a dispute can go to them.” 
 

15 When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16 and the glory of 
the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the 
seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17 To the Israelites the glory of 
the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 18 Then Moses entered the cloud 
as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Second Reading:   2 Peter 1:16-21 
 

 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 He received honor and glory 
from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my 
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from 
heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 
 

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well 
to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning 
star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came 
about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the 
human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up 
a high mountain by themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
 

4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—
one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
 

5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, 
“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!” 
 

6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came 
and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no 
one except Jesus. 
 

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you 
have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
 
 
Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
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not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon                              “Listen to Jesus!” 
 
 
Offering 

 
Musical Offering                                      “Beautiful Savior”                                      Sanctuary Choir 

Arr. By Robert A. Hobby 
 

Congregation and Choir 
Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  

Son of God and Son of Man!  
Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve thee,  

Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.  
 

Choir Only 
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  

Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;  

He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.  
 

Choir Only 
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  

Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  

Than all the angels in the sky.  
 

Congregation and Choir 
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,  

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
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Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+ The Service of Holy Communion + 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you.  
People: And also with you.  
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the 
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we 
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into 
death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead 
and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy  (Sanctus) 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy   
Lord, Lord God of power and might  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord  
Hosanna,  Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest  
Hosanna,  Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest 

St. John’s People and Families 

 

Elaine Adams 

Lori and Gabriel Gutierrez 

Rebecca Lowe-Vitkus 

Doug, DeDe, Delaney, Dustin, & Donovan Messner 

Mia and Otto Wagner 

George, Christina, & Nicholas Apostolopoulos 

Micah, Wendy, & Chase Flynn 

Andrew, Lauren, & Adaline Hanson 

Curtis, Jessica, & Hudson McDonald 

Stacy & Liam Iund-Kraemer 
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Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on 
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 

  
As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the 
incarnation of Your Son Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in 
human flesh. 

 
 We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us.  

Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day 
behold Your glory face to face. 

 
  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 
 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)        

Lamb of God  
You take away the sin of the world  
Have mercy on us  
 

Lamb of God  
You take away the sin of the world  
Have mercy on us  
 

Lamb of God  
You take away the sin of the world  
Grant us peace 
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Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen. 

    (Take and drink)

 
 

 

 

“Jesus on the Mountain Peak”   LSB 415 
1 Jesus on the mountain peak 
Stands alone in glory blazing; 
Let us, if we dare to speak, 
Join the saints and angels praising. 
Alleluia! 

2 Trembling at His feet we saw 
Moses and Elijah speaking. 
All the prophets and the law 
Shout through them their joyful greeting: 
Alleluia! 

3 Swift the cloud of glory came: 
God proclaiming in its thunder 
Jesus as the Son by name! 
Nations, cry aloud in wonder, 
Alleluia! 

4 This is God's beloved Son! 
Law and prophets sing before Him, 
First and Last and only One. 
All creation shall adore him! 
Alleluia! 

 
 

“Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory”   LSB 416 
Swiftly pass the clouds of glory 
Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light: 
Moses and Elijah vanish; 
Christ alone commands the height! 
Peter, James, and John fall silent, 
Turning from the summit’s rise 
Downward toward the shadowed valley 
Where their Lord has fixed His eyes. 
 
Glimpsed and gone the revelation, 
They shall gain and keep its truth 
Not by building on the mountain 
Any shrine or sacred booth, 
But by following the Savior 

Through the valley to the cross 
And by testing faith’s resilience 
Through betrayal, pain, and loss. 
 
Lord, transfigure our perception 
With the purest light that shines. 
And recast our life’s intentions 
To the shape of Your designs, 
Till we seek no other glory 
Than what lies past Calv’ry’s hill 
And our living and our dying 
And our rising by Your will. 
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Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
Benediction

 
 
 
 
 

“Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”   LSB 821
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
Thunder like a mighty flood: 
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation 
Has redeemed us by His blood." 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans 
Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; 
Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him 
When the forty days were o'er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: 
"I am with you evermore"? 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, 
Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful 
Flee to You from day to day. 

Intercessor, Friend of sinners, 
Earth's Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless 
Sweep across the crystal sea. 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, 
Lord omnipotent we own; 
Alleluia! Born of Mary, 
Earth Your footstool, heav'n Your throne. 
As within the veil You entered, 
Robed in flesh, our great High Priest, 
Here on earth both priest and victim 
In the eucharistic feast. 

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
Thunder like a mighty flood: 
"Jesus out of ev'ry nation 
Has redeemed us by His blood." 

 
 
 
 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
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Memory Verse for This Week 

 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give 

them eternal life." 

John 10:17-18a 
 

  

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Ted Zimmerman 

Lay Reader Gunnar De Young  

Communion Assistants Anne Heine, Gerry Schneider  

 Paula Schweiger, Joel Wahlers 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Sound Technician Tyler Koen   

Streaming Technician Joshua Wright    

Worship Preparation Team  Bob & Doris Klein, Betsy Gewirz 

  Marlen Virkus & Ruth Peterson 

Ushers     Bob & Lisa De Young 

 Projection Technician Dawn Wahlers 

Children’s Church Pam Watkins, Debbie Kirkpatrick 

   

 

 

  

   


