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 Hebrews: Jesus is Better 

“A Better Sanctuary” 
October 16, 2022 

 
As We Gather 
Are you certain of your salvation?  Are you confident of God’s grace?  The section of Hebrews 
that we have been considering these past few weeks is all about the reasons for our confidence 
and comfort in the salvation we have in Christ.  We have seen how we can be confident 
because Jesus is a “Better High Priest,” who has brought about a “Better Covenant.” 
 
Today we consider that this High Priest serves at a Better Sanctuary.  The earthly sanctuary in 
Jerusalem is a signpost pointing to Christ – to His priesthood and to His offering for our 
salvation. 
 
What does it mean that Jesus serves at a heavenly sanctuary of which the earthly one was only 
a preview?  How does that bless us today and give us confidence in our salvation? 
  

 
 

Welcome 
 

 
+ Gathering + 

 
“Way Maker” 

You are here moving in our midst 
We worship You, we worship You 
You are here working in this place 
We worship You, we worship You 
 
Chorus 
(You are) Way Maker Miracle Worker 
Promise Keeper Light in the darkness 
my God that is who You are 
  
You are here touching ev'ry heart 
We worship You, We worship You 
You are here healing ev'ry heart 
We worship You, We worship You 
  
 

You are here turning lives a - round 
We worship You, We worship You 
You are here mending ev'ry heart 
We worship You, We worship You Lord   
Chorus 
That is who You are that is who You are 
That is who You are that is who You are 
  
Even when I don't see it You're working 
Even when I don't feel it You're working 
You never stop You never stop working 
You never stop You never stop working   
Chorus 
  
That is who You are that is who You are 
That is who You are that is who You are 

  
  
Invocation 
 
Confession 
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Musical Offering       4th & 5th Grade Choir 
 
Prayer 
 
Children’s Church

 
+ Service of the Word + 

 
First Reading:   Leviticus 16:1-22  
 The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron who died when they 
approached the LORD. 2 The LORD said to Moses: “Tell your brother Aaron that he is not to come 
whenever he chooses into the Most Holy Place behind the curtain in front of the atonement 
cover on the ark, or else he will die. For I will appear in the cloud over the atonement cover. 

3 “This is how Aaron is to enter the Most Holy Place: He must first bring a young bull for a sin 
offering[a] and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He is to put on the sacred linen tunic, with linen 
undergarments next to his body; he is to tie the linen sash around him and put on the linen 
turban. These are sacred garments; so he must bathe himself with water before he puts them 
on. 5 From the Israelite community he is to take two male goats for a sin offering and a ram for 
a burnt offering. 

6 “Aaron is to offer the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and his 
household. 7 Then he is to take the two goats and present them before the LORD at the entrance 
to the tent of meeting. 8 He is to cast lots for the two goats—one lot for the LORD and the other 
for the scapegoat. 9 Aaron shall bring the goat whose lot falls to the LORD and sacrifice it for a sin 
offering. 10 But the goat chosen by lot as the scapegoat shall be presented alive before 
the LORD to be used for making atonement by sending it into the wilderness as a scapegoat. 

11 “Aaron shall bring the bull for his own sin offering to make atonement for himself and his 
household, and he is to slaughter the bull for his own sin offering. 12 He is to take a censer full of 
burning coals from the altar before the LORD and two handfuls of finely ground fragrant 
incense and take them behind the curtain. 13 He is to put the incense on the fire before 
the LORD, and the smoke of the incense will conceal the atonement cover above the tablets of 
the covenant law, so that he will not die. 14 He is to take some of the bull’s blood and with his 
finger sprinkle it on the front of the atonement cover; then he shall sprinkle some of it with his 
finger seven times before the atonement cover. 

15 “He shall then slaughter the goat for the sin offering for the people and take its blood behind 
the curtain and do with it as he did with the bull’s blood: He shall sprinkle it on the atonement 
cover and in front of it. 16 In this way he will make atonement for the Most Holy Place because 
of the uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have been. He is to do the 
same for the tent of meeting, which is among them in the midst of their uncleanness. 17 No one 
is to be in the tent of meeting from the time Aaron goes in to make atonement in the Most Holy 
Place until he comes out, having made atonement for himself, his household and the whole 
community of Israel. 

18 “Then he shall come out to the altar that is before the LORD and make atonement for it. He 
shall take some of the bull’s blood and some of the goat’s blood and put it on all the horns of 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+16%3A1-22+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-3205a
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the altar. 19 He shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times to cleanse it 
and to consecrate it from the uncleanness of the Israelites. 

20 “When Aaron has finished making atonement for the Most Holy Place, the tent of meeting 
and the altar, he shall bring forward the live goat. 21 He is to lay both hands on the head of the 
live goat and confess over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—
and put them on the goat’s head. He shall send the goat away into the wilderness in the care of 
someone appointed for the task. 22 The goat will carry on itself all their sins to a remote place; 
and the man shall release it in the wilderness. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 9:1-28 
Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A 
tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated 
bread; this was called the Holy Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most 
Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the 
covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had budded, and the 
stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, overshadowing 
the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 

6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer 
room to carry on their ministry. 7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only 
once a year, and never without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people 
had committed in ignorance. 8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most 
Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 9 This 
is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were 
not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter of food and 
drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the new 
order. 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went 
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to 
say, is not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and 
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who 
are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, 
then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to 
God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 
from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
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16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17 because a 
will is in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is 
living. 18 This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19 When 
Moses had proclaimed every command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of 
calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and 
all the people. 20 He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to 
keep.” 21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used 
in its ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and 
without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these 
sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did 
not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered 
heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer 
himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with 
blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the 
creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do 
away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after 
that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will 
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel:     John 1:29-36 
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me 
has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I 
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 
remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who 
will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.”  

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, 
he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
Sermon                                            “A Better Sanctuary” 
 
 
Offering  

 
 

“Living Hope” 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness Your loving-
kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished the end is written 
Jesus Christ my living hope 
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy 
What heart could fathom such boundless 
grace 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 

Jesus Christ my living hope 
 
Chorus 
Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope  (X2) 
 
Then came the morning that sealed the 
promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
Jesus Yours is the victory   (X2) 
 
(Chorus x2) 
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Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
People: Our Father, who art in 

heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Benediction
 

                      “The Lamb”      LSB 547
Stanza 1 
The Lamb, the Lamb, 
O Father, where's the sacrifice? 
Faith sees, believes 
God will provide the Lamb of price! 
Worthy is the Lamb Whose death makes me 
His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 
Stanza 2 
The Lamb, the Lamb, 
One perfect final offering. 
The Lamb, the Lamb, 
Let earth join heav'n His praise to sing. 
Worthy is the Lamb Whose death makes me 
His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 
Stanza 3 
The Lamb, the Lamb, 
As wayward sheep their shepherd kill 
So still, His will 

On our behalf the Law to fill. 
Worthy is the Lamb Whose death makes me 
His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 
Stanza 4 
He sighs, he dies, 
He takes my sin and wretchedness. 
He lives, forgives, 
He gives me His own righteousness. 
Worthy is the Lamb Whose death makes me 
His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 
 
Stanza 5 
He rose, He rose, 
My heart with thanks now overflows. 
His song prolong 
Till ev'ry heart to Him belong. 
Worthy is the Lamb Whose death makes me 
His own! 
The Lamb is reigning on His throne! 

St. John’s People and Families  

 

Cliff & Ellen Burmester 

Matthew, Lindsey, Riann, & Mac Engelbracht 

Ed, Ramona, & Nathan Kaufmann 

Terry, Melissa, Emily, & Brendan Peterson 

Auguste Streich 

Rachel and William Caldwell 

Joseph, Nell, & Jacqueline Greenberg 

Bill, Meredith & Alex Keller 

Clinton, Alice, Payton, Avery, & Clinton Pridmore 

Jae, Amber, & Emma Steward 
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Memory Verse for This Week 

 

 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins 

of many; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but 

to bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him. 

Hebrews 9:27-28 

 

  

 

 

 
Offering 

 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Liturgist Kevin Mathison 

Lay Readers Brett Carey, Susan Clark 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Sound Technician Martin Meissenhalter   

Streaming Technician Joel Wahlers 

Projection Technician Dawn Wahlers  

Worship Preparation Team  Betsy Gewirz, Bob & Doris Klein 

Ushers Christy & Steve Wood  

Children’s Church Gail Vandeburgt, Joy Dahl 

Worship Band Jacob Bartelt, Steve & Judi Rock, Scott Ondek,  

 Andrea Clark, CJ Meissenhalter 
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