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Foundations: 
 

Basic Christian Teachings 
 

Session 3: “Humanity” 
 
 

 

Review from Session 2 

• Who is the main character of the Christian story? 

• What are the two main competing stories of reality that we discussed? 

• What do each of these competing stories say about the nature of reality? 

• How do learn about God? 

• What does the Bible reveal about the complex nature of God? 

 
 

Today’s Session 

In this session we will talk about: 

• The creation of humanity in the image of God. 

• A comparison of this story about humanity to the stories of two competing 

views of reality. 

• How humanity’s disobedience and rebellion changed the world we live in. 

• The spiritual consequence of humanity’s rebellion. 
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• We will revisit the question “Why is there evil in the world” in light of the 

Christian story of the fall. 

• We will begin looking at God’s solution to this problem.  

 

Beautiful 

“Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness” 
(Genesis 1:26) 

 

The Creation of Humanity 

This is part of the beginning (first part) of the Christian story. 

 

• Important Bible Passages: 

o Genesis 1:26-31 

o Genesis 2:4-7 

o Psalm 8 

o Genesis 9:6-7 

o Romans 2:14-15 

o Genesis 2:18-25 

 

• What does God reveal in His Word? 

o We are part of __________________. 

o We are both  _______________ and   _______________. 

o We are ___________________ in all of God’s creation. 

o We are made in the _____________ of God. 
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• Implications of being made in the image of God: 

o We are to __________________ and _________________ creation. 

o We are God’s ___________________________ in creation. 

o We are made for a _______________________ with God. 

o We have ______________________ worth. 

Genesis 9:6-7 “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their 
blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind.  As for 
you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and 
increase upon it.”  

 

o We are imprinted with ________________ character. 

Romans 2:14-15 “Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do 
by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even 
though they do not have the law.  They show that the requirements of 
the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times 
even defending them.” 

 
o This is the historic basis for ______________  ______________. 

o This is one of the reasons why _________________ is wrong. 

• Read Genesis 2:18-25 

o We are made for _____________________ with others. 

o God’s design for humanity is two ___________________. 

o God’s design for marriage is one _________ and one _____________. 

o Marriage is the context for ______________   ______________. 
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• What does this mean? 

o You are an intentional body-and-soul creation of God. 

o You have infinite value, dignity and significance because you are made in 

the image of God.   

o You are made for a relationship with God. 

 

• How does this compare with the competing stories? 

o Naturalism:   

▪ You are a chemical machine that has evolved by chance, with no 
purpose or intentional design.   
 

▪ You have no more right to exist or intrinsic dignity than any other 
chemical machine on the planet, since all are the product of the 
same impersonal process.  

 
▪ Everything you experience – thoughts, emotions, love – is merely 

the result of chemical processes in your body. 
 

o Pantheism:  

▪ You do not actually exist as an individual since you are in truth 
part of the cosmic mind.   
 

▪ All of your experiences and perceptions of reality are illusions. 
 

▪ You will eventually become fully one with the cosmic mind with 
no individual existence. 
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Broken 

“For when you eat from it you will certainly die” 
(Genesis 2:17) 

 

The Fall of Humanity 

This is the second part of the Christian story. 

 

• Important Bible Passages: 

o Genesis 2:15-17 

o Genesis 3 

o Romans 5:12-21 

o Ephesians 2:1-3 

o Romans 1:18-32 

o Romans 3:9-20 

• What does God reveal in His Word? 

o We are ____________________ to God. 

o There is spiritual _____________ in the world. 

o Sin is: 

▪ ______________________  

▪ ______________________  

▪ ______________________  

• The results of the fall into sin: 

o What happened to creation?  
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▪ Creation is under a _____________________. (Romans 8:20-22) 

▪ This is the source of _______________ evil in the world. (Natural 

disasters, disease, physical death, etc.) 

o What happened to humanity? 

▪ Humanity now has a sinful __________________. 

• Psalm 51:5  “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time 
my mother conceived me.”  

 

• Ephesians 2:1, 3 “As for you, you were dead in your 
transgressions and sins . . .  Like the rest, we were by nature 
deserving of wrath.” 

 

• 1 John 1:8, 10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us . . . .  If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has 
no place in our lives.  

 

• Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” 

 

▪ This is called __________________ sin. 

▪ We are ____________________ instead of _________________. 

▪ We cannot ______________ ourselves. 

o What happened to human relationships? 

▪ Relationships are _______________________. 

▪ This is the source of _________________ between people. 
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▪ This is the source of  _____________,  ____________, etc. 

o What happened to our relationship with God? 

▪ We are _________________ before God. 

▪ We are under God’s _____________________. 

Romans 3:19-20 “19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it 
says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held accountable to 
God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight 
by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin. 
 

• Implications of humanity as beautiful and broken 

o Non-Christians may live very moral generous lives because they are 
made in the _______________ of God. 
 

o Christians may at times live very immoral selfish lives because they have 
a broken _______________nature. 

 
o We cannot defend our natural inclinations, claiming that we were “born 

that way,” since we were born with a _____________nature. 
 

o We cannot rely on looking within ourselves for ____________, since we 
have a sinful nature. 

 
o While we can never know why particular evil happens, we do know why 

there is evil in the world: ______________ 
 

o We need a _________________. 
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Redeemed 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.” 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

God has provided a solution to the problem in the world, a remedy to the fall. 
 

▪ John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

 
▪ 1 John 2:12 “1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. 

But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, 
the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for 
ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

 
This will be subject for Session 4: “Jesus Christ” 
 

 
FOR FURTHER GROWING 

 
From “Luther’s Small Catechism” 

• Skim again the section on creation, pp. 133-163. 

• The Ten Commandments, pp. 53-57 

 

SHARPENING MY SWORD 
 

Genesis 1:27  “So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them.” 


