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Let’s Review

◼ What are the four parts of the 

Christian Story?

◼ Why is it important to know this 

story well?

◼ In what critical ways is the 

Christian story different from 

other worldview stories?



In this session . . .

◼ How the story begins

◼ The main character of 

the story

◼ Two competing stories of 

reality and how they are 

different from Christianity

◼ Science and faith and 

miracles

◼ How we learn about God

◼ The three-in-one nature 

of God





In the beginning . . .

• The story starts with 

GOD

• Everything belongs to 

God because HE 

MADE EVERYTHING

• God made 

EVERYTHING out of

NOTHING



In the beginning . . .

• God is DISTINCT from 

creation and outside of 

it.

• Reality consists of two 

very different kinds of 

things

o VISIBLE THINGS

o INVISIBLE THINGS



In the beginning . . .

This story is called 

THEISM, the worldview 

that there is a God who 

created and upholds all 

things. 



Naturalism

• Also called “Scientific 
Materialism” 

• This view holds that the 
only things that exist 
are PHYSICAL 
THINGS governed by 
NATURAL LAW

• This is the story that 
ATHEISTS believe is 
true



Naturalism

◼ No SOULS

◼ No objective 

MORALITY

◼ Death is the END

◼ No JUDGMENT or 

JUSTICE



Naturalism

◼ No objective PURPOSE 

or MEANING

◼ Nothing is WRONG with 

the world

◼ No HOPE for a better 

future



Science and Naturalism

◼ The universe had a 

BEGINNING

◼ The universe is FINE 

TUNED for human life 

on earth 

◼ DNA is essentially 

CODE, a language for 

transmitting 

information



Science and Faith

◼ Science requires FAITH
in unprovable 
assumptions.

◼ Faith, rightly 
understood, is not at 
odds with science, but it 
is at odds with 
SCIENTISM, the belief 
that only that which can 
be explained by science 
is true.



Science and Faith

◼ Christian faith is based 
on truth claims about 
HISTORICAL EVENTS 
that can be 
investigated with the 
normal historical 
research tools.



Pantheism

◼ All is ONE

◼ Also called MONISM

◼ All that exists is the 
MIND of God

◼ The universal mind 
(God) may be 
PERSONAL or not



Pantheism

◼ This is the story for 
Hinduism, Buddhism, 
other eastern religions, 
and western New Age 
thinking.



Pantheism

◼ You don’t EXIST as an 
individual

◼ You are GOD, but so is 
A ROCK

◼ Nothing is WRONG with 
the universe

◼ All is illusion

◼ GOOD and EVIL

◼ LOVE and JUSTICE



Pantheism

◼ The goal of life (lives) is 

to escape the 

ILLUSION of 

individualism and so be 

absorbed into the 

universal mind.

◼ Puzzle pieces that fit 

this story:

◼ REINCARNATION

◼ KARMA



Comparing Stories



Learning About God

◼ The Natural 

Knowledge of God

◼ Romans 1:19-20



Natural Knowledge of God

◼ ETERNAL

◼ POWERFUL

◼ INTELLIGENT

◼ PERSONAL

◼ Goodness?



Revealed Knowledge of God

How has God revealed 

Himself?

◼ PROPHETS

◼ JESUS

◼ HIS WORD



The Holy Trinity

“In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”



The Holy Trinity

◼ There is ONE God who exists as THREE

persons.



The Holy Trinity

◼ The Father is GOD, the Son is GOD, the 
Holy Spirit is GOD.

◼ But there are not THREE gods, but only 
ONE God.



The Holy Trinity

◼God is RELATIONAL

◼God is LOVE

◼God is BEYOND UNDERSTANDING

◼ PARADOX (Mystery)



The Holy Trinity

◼God has A MISSION

◼ To save all people

◼ To restore fallen creation

◼We are His partners
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