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 Hebrews: Jesus is Better 

“Sharper then a Double-Edged Sword” 
September 4, 2022 

 
As We Gather 
The Word of God is no ordinary communication.  We do not merely read it; it reads, examines, 
rebukes and comforts us.  The Word of God is a tool of the Holy Spirit to confront us with Law 
and to heal and forgive us with Gospel.  May the Word of God be living and active in our hearts 
and lives today and always! 
  

Welcome 
 

Gathering 

“Love is Here”     
Come to the water you who thirst 
And you'll thirst no more 
Come to the Father you who work 
And you'll work no more 
And all you who labor in vain 
And to the broken and shamed 
 
CHORUS 
Love is here love is now 
Love is pouring from His hands from His 
brow 
Love is near it satisfies 
Streams of mercy flowing from His side 
(yeah) 
'Cause love is here 
Instrumental 
 
Come to the Treasure you who search 
And you'll search no more 
Come to the Lover you who want 
And you'll want no more 
And all you who labor in vain 

And to the broken and shamed yeah   
CHORUS 
 
Love is here love is now 
Love is pouring from His hands from His 
brow 
Love is near it satisfies 
Streams of mercy flowing from His side (yeah) 
  
And to the bruised and fallen 
Captives bound and broken-hearted 
He is the Lord He is the Lord yeah 
By His stripes He's paid our ransom 
From His wounds we drink salvation 
He is the Lord He is the Lord   CHORUS 
 
Love is near it satisfies 
Streams of mercy flowing from His side 
Streams of mercy flowing from His side 
'Cause love is here 
 

 
Invocation, Confession and Absolution   LSB p. 203 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C:  who made heaven and earth. 
 

P:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C:  But with you there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
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P:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 
the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as 
His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  
      Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all  
      your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore  
      forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

 
“Cornerstone” 

My hope is built on nothing less 
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame 
But wholly trust in Jesus' Name 
 
Chorus 
Christ alone cornerstone 
Weak made strong in the Savior's love 
Through the storm He is Lord 
Lord of all 
 

When darkness seems to hide His face 
I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale 
My anchor holds within the veil 
My anchor holds within the veil 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound 
Oh may I then in Him be found 
Dressed in His righteousness alone 
Faultless stand before the throne 

Prayer
 

Service of the Word 
 
First Reading:   Psalm 119:105-113 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, 
    a light on my path. 

106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it, 
    that I will follow your righteous laws. 

107 I have suffered much; 
    preserve my life, LORD, according to your word. 
108 Accept, LORD, the willing praise of my mouth, 

    and teach me your laws. 
109 Though I constantly take my life in my hands, 

    I will not forget your law. 
110 The wicked have set a snare for me, 

    but I have not strayed from your precepts. 
111 Your statutes are my heritage forever; 

    they are the joy of my heart. 
112 My heart is set on keeping your decrees 

    to the very end. 
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113 I hate double-minded people, 
    but I love your law. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 4:12-13 
 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 
even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 
bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel: John 8:31-32 
 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
 

 
Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 
Sermon                              “Sharper than a Double-Edged Sword” 
 
 
Ministry Moment:  Mission India 
 
 
Offering  
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“Where Charity and Love Prevail”       LSB 845
Where charity and love prevail, 
There God is ever found; 
Brought here together by Christ’s love, 
By love are we thus bound. 
 
With grateful joy and holy fear 
His charity we learn; 
Let us with heart and mind and soul 
Now love him in return. 
 
Forgive we now each other’s faults 
As we our faults confess; 
And let us love each other well 
In Christian holiness. 
 

Let strife among us be unknown, 
Let all contention cease; 
Be God’s the glory that we seek, 
Be ours His holy peace. 
 
Let us recall that in our midst 
Dwells Christ, His only Son; 
As members of His body joined, 
We are in Him made one. 
 
For love excludes no race or clan, 
That names the Savior’s name; 
His family embraces all 
Whose Father is the same. 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Benediction
 

St. John’s People and Families  

Gary & Connie Brayton 

Joyce Dowiat 

Derek, Danielle, Wyatt, Rhys, Laney, & Flynn Irwin 

Sal & Patricia Pagano 

Brad, Anna, Mathew, Melissa Seiter 

Jen, Clara, & Blake Bunker 

Steven, Coleen, & Luca Giovannoni 

Greg, Stacy, Jack & Emma James 

Donal, Karina, Clodagh, & Eamonn O’Brain 

August, Allison, Gus, Paul, & Sofia Sebastiani 
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Memory Verse for This Week 

 

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 

the heart.  

Hebrews 4:12 

 

 

  

 

 

 
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”     LSB 918 

 1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 
Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
Hold me with Thy pow'rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven 
Feed me till I want no more; 
Feed me till I want no more. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
Be Thou still my strength and shield; 
Be Thou still my strength and shield. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell's destruction, 
Land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to Thee; 
I will ever give to Thee. 
 

 

 
 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/


6  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Napa, CA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Reader Susan Clark 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Sound Technician Tyler Roberts, Joshua Wright   

Streaming Technician Joel Wahlers 

Projection Technician Dawn Wahlers  

Worship Preparation Team  Ruth Peterson, Marlen Virkus 

Ushers Penni Cremen, Sal Pagano 

Children’s Church Sarah Santora, Joy Dahl 

Worship Band Gabriel Gutierrez, Chris Newman, Jacob Bartelt, Scott Ondek 

 C.J. Meissenhalter, Andrea Clark 
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