
Hebrews: Jesus is Better 

“Helping Those Who Are Tempted” 
July 17, 2022 

  
As We Gather 
Today we continue our worship series on the letter to the Hebrews.  This letter is a written 
sermon to believers who were struggling with their faith.  They were being tempted to go back 
to a life without Jesus, a life rooted in the unfulfilled promises and pictures of the Old 
Testament.  The writer of this letter seeks to show them in many ways that Jesus is better, not 
only better than what they had before, but better than everything. 
 
The victory of Christ over suffering and temptation gives us the assurance that He can help us 
when we are being tempted.  Not only does He understand our weaknesses since He Himself 
experienced human weakness, His work on the cross brings us peace with God.  He is the 
merciful and faithful High Priest who came to help His people by delivering them from the devil 
and death.  Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Welcome 
 

Gathering 
 
 

“10,000 Reasons”
Chorus 
Bless the Lord O my soul 
O my soul 
Worship His holy name 
Sing like never before 
O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 
 
The sun comes up it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass and whatever lies 
before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes   
Chorus 

 
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find  
Chorus  
 
And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore   
Chorus 

 
 
 
Invocation   
 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C:  who made heaven and earth. 



 

P:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C:  But with you there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
P:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition.  Together as 
His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His 
grace for the sake of Christ, and saying:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.  
      Amen. 
 

P:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all  
      your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore  
      forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 
 

“Goodness of God”
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 

You are close like no other 
I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God    
(Chorus) 
 
Bridge 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me   (Chorus x 2)

 I will sing of the goodness of God 

 
 
Prayer
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Service of the Word 
 
First Reading:    Genesis 3:1-15 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”   

 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did 
say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.’” 
 
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat 
of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and 
also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and 
they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves. 
 
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But 
the LORD God called to the man, “Where are you?” 
 
10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
 
11 And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 
commanded you not to eat from?” 
 
12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and 
I ate it.” 
 
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
 
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 
 

 “Cursed are you above all the livestock 
    and all the wild animals! 
You will crawl on your belly 
    and you will eat dust 
    all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity 
    between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will crush your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
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Second Reading:   Hebrews 2:14-18 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels 
he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully 
human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service 
to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Holy Gospel:  Luke 4:1-13                                                                                                                          
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 
desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, 
and at the end of them he was hungry. 
 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone.’” 
 
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the 
world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and splendor; for it has been given 
to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will all be yours.” 
 
8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.’” 
 
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you 
are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: 
 

 “‘He will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
12 Jesus answered, “It says: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 

 
Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
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And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon         “Helping Those Who Are Tempted” 
 
Offering 
 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
 

 
  
 

The Service of Holy Communion 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 

us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. 

 In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate 

the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the 

tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who 

trust in Him. 
 

St. John’s People and Families  

Dean, Lori, & Hunter Bledsoe 

Richard & Karen Dalen 

Tom, Elaine, & Samuel Hoff 

Christopher, Heidi, Hadrian, & Wyatt Newman 

Dana & Christine Zanone 

Benjamin, Becca, & Samuel Bisconer 

Micah, Wendy, & Chase Flynn 

Nate, Alexandra, & Colette Heydorff 

Hayden, Quinn, & Liam Morris 

Justin, Melissa, & Ellie Waldrop 
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 We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus 

Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits 

of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life and salvation that come 

to us in His body and blood. 
 

  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
The Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 

Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 

People: Amen. 
    (Take and drink)
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“Lord of All Hopefulness”   LSB 738 
Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could      
destroy, 
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 
 
Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane        
and the lathe, 
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 
Your strength in our hearts, Lord at the noon of the 
day. 

 
Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 
Your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 
 
Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is 
balm, 
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
Benediction 
 
 
 

 
 

“How Firm a Foundation”   LSB 728
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 
What more can He say than to you He has said 
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

2 "Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
For I am your God and will still give you aid; 
I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to 
stand, 
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

3 "The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 
That soul, though all hell should endeavor to 
shake, 
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake! 

4 "When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 
My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 
The flames will not hurt you; I only design 
Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

5 "Throughout all their lifetime My people will 
prove 
My sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
And then, when gray hairs will their temples 
adorn, 
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be 
borne." 
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Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Verse for This Week 
 

Because He himself suffered when He was tempted, He is able to 

help those who are being tempted. 

 

Hebrews 2:18 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Serving in 

 Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Mark G. Heine 

Lay Readers Susan Clark 

Communion Assistants Dove Bain, Mike Newton, Anne Heine 

Sound Technician Bill Clark   

Streaming Technician Joel Wahlers    

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Worship Preparation Team  Doris & Bob Klein 

Usher     Clint & Bev Holdsworth 

 Projection Technician Dawn Wahlers 

Worship Band    Steve & Christi Jeffery,  

  Steve & Judi Rock 
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