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Third Sunday of Easter 

“Chosen Instruments” 
May 1, 2022 

 
As We Gather 
The dramatic conversion of Saul illustrates that no one is ever outside the scope of God’s love – 
no matter who they are or what they have done.   But it is not just that God’s forgiveness and 
grace are for all no matter what.  It is also within God’s heart to call and equip all to partake in 
His saving mission for the World.  The brutal destroyer of the Church becomes the chosen 
instrument of its expansion.  What does this mean for you and me in our calling? 
 

Welcome 
 

Gathering 
 

“Who You Say I Am” 
Who am I that the highest King 
Would welcome me 
I was lost but He brought me in 
Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 
 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
 
Free at last 
He has ransomed me 
His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin 
Jesus died for me 
Yes He died for me 
 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

  
I am chosen not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me not against me 
I am who You say I am   
 
I am chosen not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me not against me 
I am who You say I am   
 
Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
 
Invocation     
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:      Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 
 

“Goodness of God” 
I love You Lord 
Oh Your mercy never fails me 
All my days 
I've been held in Your hands 
From the moment that I wake up 
Until I lay my head 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
Chorus 
All my life You have been faithful 
All my life You have been so so good 
With every breath that I am able 
I will sing of the goodness of God 
 
I love Your voice 
You have led me through the fire 
In darkest night 
You are close like no other 

I've known You as a father 
I've known You as a friend 
I have lived in the goodness of God    
(Chorus) 
 
Bridge 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
Your goodness is running after 
It’s running after me 
With my life laid down 
I’m surrendered now 
I give You everything 
Your goodness is running after 
It's running after me   (Chorus x 2) 
 
I will sing of the goodness of God 

 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
Children’s Church
 

Service of the Word 
 
First Reading:   Acts 9:1-22 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners 
to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” 
 

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 
 

 “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.” 
 

7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 
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they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 
 

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” 
 

 “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
 

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 
place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he 
has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the 
chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
 

15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to 
the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name.” 
 

17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 
Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me 
so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like 
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20 At once he began to preach in the 
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All those who heard him were astonished and asked, 
“Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And 
hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and 
more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
Second Reading:  Revelation 5:8-14 
8 And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: 
 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
because you were slain, 
    and with your blood you purchased for God 
    persons from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
    and they will reign on the earth.” 
 

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 
 

 “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 
    to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 
    and honor and glory and praise!” 
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13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 
all that is in them, saying: 
 

 “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 
    be praise and honor and glory and power, 
for ever and ever!” 
 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 
 
Holy Gospel: John 21:1-14 
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee.   It happened this 
way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons 
of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. 
 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was 
Jesus. 
 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 
 

 “No,” they answered. 
 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 
they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards.   9 When they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed 
back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 
many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 
disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You O Christ 
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Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one  
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
 
Sermon                               “Chosen Instruments” 
 
Ministry Moment                         Mission India 
 
Offering  
 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the chat. 

 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Service of Holy Communion 

Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

St. John’s People and Families  

 Ian, Daniela, Ezekiel, Kaleb, & Isaac Anderson 

Bob & Linda Harvey 

Glen, Missy, & Bailey Loban 

Martin, Eva,& CarlJohn Meissenhalter, Kenneth 

and Edel Van Houten 

Cal & Pam Watkins 

Patrice, Priscilla, & Marcel de Muizon 

Marlon, Heather, & Stella Mahoney 

Ulrika & Sebastian Edin 

Jakob & Sarah Sweet 
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Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on 
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish by have eternal life. 

 

 For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.  By His death, He has 
redeemed us from bondage to sin and death, and by His resurrection, He has 
delivered us into new life in Him. 

 

 Grant us to keep the Feast in sincerity and truth, faithfully eating His body given 
into death and drinking His life’s blook poured out for our salvation until we pass 
through death to the promised land of life eternal. 

 

  Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
The Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen. 

(Take and drink) 
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Communion Songs 
 “King of Kings” 

In the darkness we were waiting 
Without hope without light 
Till from Heaven You came running 
There was mercy in Your eyes 
To fulfil the law and prophets 
To a virgin came the Word 
From a throne of endless glory 
To a cradle in the dirt 
 
Chorus 
Praise the Father 
Praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory, Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of kings 
 
To reveal the kingdom coming 
And to reconcile the lost 
To redeem the whole creation 
You did not despise the cross 
For even in Your suffering  
You saw to the other side 
Knowing this was our salvation  
Jesus for our sake You died   (Chorus) 
 

And the morning that You rose 
All of heaven held its breath 
Till that stone was moved for good 
For the Lamb had conquered death 
And the dead rose from their tombs 
And the angels stood in awe 
For the souls of all who'd come 
To the Father are restored 
 
And the Church of Christ was born 
Then the Spirit lit the flame 
Now this Gospel truth of old 
Shall not kneel shall not faint 
By His blood and in His Name  
In His freedom I am free 
For the love of Jesus Christ  
Who has resurrected me 
 
Praise the Father 
Praise the Son 
Praise the Spirit three in one 
God of Glory, Majesty 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 
Praise forever to the King of Kings 

  
  
 

“Great Are You Lord” 
You give life You are love 
You bring light to the darkness 
You give hope You restore ev'ry heart that 
is broken 
And great are You Lord 
 
Chorus 
It's Your breath in our lungs 

So we pour out our praise 
We pour out our praise 
It's Your breath in our lungs 
So we pour out our praise to You only 
 
And all the earth will shout Your praise 
Our hearts will cry these bones will sing 
Great are You Lord 

 
 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 



8  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Napa, CA 

 

 
Prayer 
 
Benediction 

 
 
 
 

“Jesus Paid It All” 
I hear the Savior say 
Thy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness watch and pray 
Find in Me thine all in all 
 
Chorus 
'Cause Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it white as snow 
 
And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete 
Jesus died my soul to save 
My lips shall still repeat 
 

 
Chorus 2 
Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it white as snow 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it white as snow 
He washed it white as snow 
He washed it white as snow 
 
Oh praise the One Who paid my debt 
And raised this life up from the dead 

 
 

 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners— 

of whom I am the worst. 
 

1 Timothy 1:15 
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Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Readers Michelle Roberts 

Communion Assistants Rebecca Vitkus, Bob & Kari Perna  

Sound Technician Tyler Roberts   

Streaming Technician Martin Meissenhalter    

Worship Preparation Team  Betsy Gewirz, Bob & Doris Klein 

Ushers     Lisa and Soren De Young 

 Projection Technician Sarah Kramer 

Children’s Church Nina Montes, Kristi Carey 

Worship Band Thane Knutson, Steve & Judi Rock Heidi Newman 
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