
1 

 

  The Vine 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church & School Newsletter 

MAY 2022 
“Leading people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, His followers, and His world.” 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Mission India 
Thanks be to our generous God for working generosity in His people! 

 

The designated offerings for Mission India have totaled over $44,000.  This is a 

significant increase from last year.  In light of this level of support, this is our plan for 

partnership for the coming year: 

 

 2 Adult Literacy Projects (Up from 1 this year.  Total of 300 students in 10 
classes) 

 2 Year Long Children’s Bible Club Projects (Up from 1 this year.  Total of 400 
children in 10 clubs) 

 10 church planters. (Up from 8 this year) 
 

Please go to missionindia.org for more information on what this partnership means and 

the work that our partners in India are doing. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Workshop on Outreach 

Joining Jesus on His Mission 
 

Rev. Greg Finke, author of Joining Jesus on His Mission, will be leading a 

workshop at St. John’s on May 14, 2022.   Rev Finke, founder of Dwelling 114 

Ministries (dwelling114.org) will be with us that weekend to help us grow in 

being the everyday missionaries that God has called us to be.  
 

The workshop on Saturday morning, May 14, will take place in the Sanctuary from 9:00 – 12:00.  

Rev.  Finke will also be preaching at St. John’s on Sunday, May 15 and will be leading a Bible 

class in the sanctuary after worship. 
 

May God bless the people of St. John’s as we join Jesus on His mission! 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

 

 

 



2 

 

Confirmation Sunday 
Confirmation will be on May 8 during the 9:30 
service.  As part of the service, the confirmands 

will be reading their prepare faith statements as 
confessions of their faith.  They will also be  

committing their lives to followings Jesus and will be blessed in that confession and 

commitment.  Please keep our confirmands in your prayers prepare for this day. 
May God bless our Confirmands! 

Ivy Alexander, Gracie DeFina, Chelsea Luna, Brooklyn Perez 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

California Nevada Hawaii District Convention 
The CNH District convention will be taking place on May 5-7.  St. John’s will be 

represented at the convention by Pastor Mike and lay delegate Sal Pagano.  The 

convention agenda includes elections for District Positions, including District President, 

as well as making decisions on issues pertaining to the ministry that we share.  At an 

upcoming date, Pastor Mike and Sal Pagano will make a report to the congregation 

regarding the decisions of the convention. 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

2022 High School and College Graduates 
 

We would like to publish a list in the June Vine of our 

2022 high school and college graduates.   

 

For our college graduates, please provide the student’s 

name, college name, and major. 

 

For our high school graduates, please provide the 

student’s name, and the name of the college they plan to 

attend. 

 

You can email this information to:   

churchoffice@stjohnslutheran.net or call the church office 

at 255-0119. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:churchoffice@stjohnslutheran.net
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Thank you to all who joined us for the 

Easter Breakfast! It was absolutely 

awesome to bring back that bit of 

normalcy & celebrate Christ rising 

with a meal and community. I also 

want to say a big Thank You to the 

people that helped make it possible.  
 

After seeing just how fun it was to host an Easter Breakfast we decided to start planning 

for the return of the Chili Cook-Off. That will return in the fall so get your recipes ready 

and dialed in for that!  
 

Confirmation Sunday is just around the corner. This year our four confirmands will be 

confirmed and share their Faith Statements on Mother's Day, May 8th. Please continue to 

pray for them & join us for worship on the 8
th

 as we hear just what God is doing in their 

lives.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This year is also a LCMS National Youth 

Gathering year. We have a few high school 

youth heading to Houston, Texas in July. 

Please join us in praying for them as we 

prepare for our trip. There will also be some 

opportunities for financial support of this trip.  
 

Since the NYG is only available for those in High School we have an opportunity, 

sponsored by our CNH District, to attend a District Youth Gathering with our middle 

school students. This event will take place on June 24-26
th

 for 7
th

 & 8
th

 graders.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

VBS IS BACK!!  
This year we will be hitting the Rocky Railway as we find 

that God's power pulls us through.  St. John's will host VBS 

here on our campus June 20-24
th

. We can't wait to share the 

good news of Jesus with all of the kids that come, but we 

can't do it without help from y'all. Volunteers are much 

needed to make this ministry possible. VBS will take place 

June 20-24 from 9am- Noon. Click here to Register!  

https://www.myvbs.org/stjohnslutherannapa 

For anything youth ministry related please contact Kevin 

Mathison. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.myvbs.org/stjohnslutherannapa
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OFFERING UPDATE 
 

Actual Offering Income for Mar:   $55,568. 

Total Offerings for FY21/22 (as of 31 Mar 22):  $521,563 which is 0.34% or $1,769 

below our budgeted offering income. 
 

Total expenses are in line with our budget and we paid all bills received.  *The budget amount 

shown below is based on the ten-year average offering received for that time period.  

Meditation: 

“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace.” (1 Peter 4:10)(ESV) 

 

God Calls Us to be His Stewards 

 
To accomplish His purposes here on earth, God has made us His stewards.  Through 

faith, He enables us to be His hands, feet, and mouth.  “And God is able to make all 

grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8).  Through God’s abounding grace, He 

enables us to do His work.  “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 

do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). 

 $470,000

 $480,000

 $490,000

 $500,000

 $510,000

 $520,000

 $530,000

 $540,000

 $523,332   $521,563  

OFFERINGS YTD THROUGH MAR 

OFFERING INCOME FY21/22 

FY21/22 Budget Based on 
10-Yr Average Giving 

FY21/22 Actual 
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As stewards, we are the recipients of God’s goodness, love, mercy, and grace.  Through 

faith, we acknowledge God as the source and owner of all things.  Because God is the 

source of everything, we understand that it is only by God’s grace that we are given the 

privilege and the opportunity to be His stewards.  By grace, He has chosen to work 

through us.  “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 

fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).   

 

As God’s stewards, we are to bear fruit that extends His kingdom and gives Him honor 

and glory.  He calls us to feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, provide hospitality to 

the stranger, clothe the needy, and care for the prisoner.  An integral part of loving and 

serving God as faithful stewards is the serving others.  In the words of Jesus, “I tell you 

the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me” 

(Matthew 25:40).  We are to comfort as we have been comforted (2 Corinthians 1:3-4).  

 

May we as His chosen stewards serve Him with what we have, what we are, and what He 

will make us. 

 

Prayer:   
Lord, I thank You for choosing me as Your steward.  Grant me the faith to be a God-

pleasing steward.  I pray that, through Your Holy Spirit, Your will becomes my will.  In 

Your precious name I pray.  Amen.   

 
Adapted from “12 Months of Congregational Stewardship” by Ronald J. and Phyllis J. 

Chewning, Stewardship Advisors, Inc. 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International 

Version. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984. 

 

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 

Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.  

Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

Scripture quotations marked (ISV) are from The Holy Bible: International Standard Version. 

Release 2.0, Build 2015.02.09. Copyright © 1995-2014 by ISV Foundation. ALL RIGHTS 

RESERVED INTERNATIONALLY. Used by permission of Davidson Press, LLC. 
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LCC K-9 

Comfort 

Dog 

Ministry 

Update 

To God be the Glory! 

  
For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the 

Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations.    
Isaiah 61:11 

 
Gomer and I continue to enjoy more time outdoors as the days continue to get longer 
and warmer.  We had a blast running with our team at the Run for Respect event.  We 

not only completed the 5K portion of the race but we were feeling so energized that we 

ran a few extra laps just for fun.  It was an honor to be among the 60+ comfort dogs 

(and their teams) participating virtually in this annual event to spread the word 

“inclusion” and to help “create a world where all people feel respected and included.”   
 

Last month Gomer and I traveled to Boise, ID to attend a Yellow Ribbon event for 

Service Members.  The Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program connects Service Members 

and their families with resources to help them throughout the deployment cycle.  We 

met hundreds of people from across the nation who were preparing for deployment.  We 

were there to offer comfort to them but I have to say that they gave us some great ear 
rubs and hugs throughout the weekend.  This was our first time meeting (and working 

with) Isaac Comfort Dog (Spokane Valley, WA) and it was wonderful working alongside 

him and Reuben Comfort Dog as well.   
 

Recently I had the privilege to participate in Calistoga High School’s “Every 15 Minutes” 

program.  This unique event, designed for high school students, helps demonstrate “the 

dangers and life-long consequences of drinking and driving.”  I have attended this event 
the past several years and am grateful to be able to offer comfort during this powerful 

and emotional time. 
 

Our team is looking forward to hosting a regional Comfort Dog event at St. John’s on 

May 14.  It will be our first in-person gathering in a while and I can’t wait to see my 

fellow comfort dogs.  These meetings are also a great opportunity for our humans to 
train and exchange ideas.  We are excited to welcome Rev. Greg Finke, author of Joining 
Jesus on His Mission, as he leads our congregation in a workshop that morning. We 

hope to see you there!  

  

Thanks for your support and prayers!   Please check out Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and our 
website for all the latest news.      napavalleycomfortdogs.org 

                              

Aaron and Gomer Comfort Dogs    
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Christ is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!  Many blessings to 

you and your family from St. John's Lutheran School. 

 

We have returned from our post-Easter Break with both 

feet running on the ground. Our APT sponsored “Get on 

Track” is on Friday, April 29, 2022.  We have a full week of Spirit Days preceding this colorful 

event: Monday- Neon Day, Tuesday- Tie dye day, Wednesday- Wacky Wednesday, and 

Thursday- Eagle Day.     A huge thank you to Val Owens and her team for making this tradition 

at SJL possible. 

 

During the first week of May we will be celebrating Teacher’s Appreciation week!  We at SJL 

are so blessed to have a Faculty and Staff that is dedicated to the academic, emotional, physical, 

social, and most importantly, spiritual growth of each and every student.  “As every man hath 

received the gift, [even so] minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God.” ~ 1 Peter 4:10  

 

Track and field has begun and is huge here at SJL. Students in Grades 1-8 practice during their 

morning recess in running events, relays, high jump, broad jump, shot put, long jump. A huge 

thank you to Mr. Uffmann and all of the coaches that are helping our students practice and learn 

new skills.  Our students will be participating in two track meets, with the first one being held at 

Justin Siena on Friday, May 6.  

 

During the week of May 9, 2022, our Junior Honors Association will be collecting cereal boxes 

(10, 20, 12 oz) for the Foodbank Pantry.  As an Honors Association, one group service project is 

completed each year.  In addition, each member must maintain a 90% average or higher in their 

core classes, be a positive role model to other SJLS students, comply with school rules, and strive 

to develop the following character traits: responsibility, respect, patience, courage, caring, 

integrity, self-control, and perspective. If you would like to donate a box of cereal, please drop it 

off at the school office. 

 

SJL will be the host for the California- Nevada- Hawaii Elementary school Knowledge Bowl on 

Thursday, May 12.  The Knowledge Bowl allows academically gifted students the opportunity to 

match their intellectual skills against others of comparable ability and provides an avenue for 

fellowship among CNH participants.  

 

Our 10
th
 annual Triathlon will take place on Friday, May 13, 2022. This is a unique opportunity 

for our Middle School students to do 3 sports at a time -  SWIM+ BIKE+ RUN = Triathlon!  It 

is a super fun event that challenges the students and is a HUGE accomplishment.  

 

Thank you for always including St. John’s Lutheran School in your prayers! 

 

Christy Wood, Principal 
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Stephen Ministers – The After People 
 

People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?”  One way to 

put it is that Stephen Ministers are the After People. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the phone call you hoped you’d 

never get. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the funeral, when everyone has left and the 

emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out 

of your life. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more 

we can do.” 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the nursing home director shakes your hand and 

says, “Welcome to your new home.” 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives 

away – and the house suddenly seems empty. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and 

your loved one is led away. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you 

ever dreamed possible. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 
 

Stephen Ministers are there:…after your family and friends have heard your story one 

too many times, but you still need to talk it out. 

 

Stephen Ministers are the After People.  They are ready to come alongside you – or your 

friends or relatives – and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed. 

 

If you, or someone you know, would like to learn more about connecting with a Stephen 

Minister, please contact Penni Cremen (707-483-9321) or Pastor Mike in the church 

office (707-255-0119).                                                       Copyright Stephen Ministries 2020 
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Budget your monthly expenses; purchase your 

gift cards to use for your shopping.  Whenever 

you shop you have a visual of what you have 

left and you can shop accordingly.  If you have 

not yet used Scrip, please read below on how 

easy it is. 

  Join the program online or Scrip is always 

available in the school office…We love 

seeing you! 

• Download the RaiseRight mobile app from the app store using your smartphone or tablet.  

• Enter the enrollment code to join: 912E7L6F9161 

·                  Buy gift cards and earn for your organization  

• Browse bonuses, search for a specific brand, shop categories, and more. 

• When you’re ready to check out, sign up for secure online payments. You can link a bank 

account, add a credit card, or both.** 

• The brand gives back to your organization the moment you buy a gift card—at no extra 

cost to you. 

·                  Get and use your gift cards 

 • e-cards are delivered to the app within minutes—view them in your Wallet. 

• Physical gift cards are mailed to your coordinator or now to you directly. Many are reloadable 

so you can keep earning with the ones you have. 

 • Use both types in-store and online.  

** 15 cent charge per order for checking/debit purchase or 2.6% for credit card purchase. 

 
Scrip is sold in the school office M-F during regular school hours. 

______________________________________________ 

St. John’s Facebook Group 
 

Are you on Facebook?  Have you joined the St. John’s Facebook Family Group?  Please click 

here to join and participate in Facebook Live events, discussion and more. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsfamilynapa 

 

Why join our Facebook Group?  We are planning live devotional events, prayer times, as well as 

other interactive events.  Our group is a great place to encourage one another and walk together as 

a family of God.  In this time when gathering in person is so difficult, this is an option to 

fellowship together. 

 

Also, if you have something you'd like to see us talk about or promote on social media, please use 

the same contact info. 
 
  

  

 

  @sjlcnapa     @sjlcnapa     @stjohnsnapa 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsfamilynapa
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        For May        
  Psalm Old Testament New Testament 

1 Psalm 30  Acts 9:1-6 (7-20); Revelation 5:11-14; John 21:1-19 

2 Psalm 56:9-13 Lev. 23:23-24:9 Mark 7:24-37 

3 Psalm 57:1-6 Lev. 24:10-25:17 Mark 8:1-13 

4 Psalm 57:7-11 Lev. 25:18-55 Mark 8:14-21 

5 Psalm 58 Lev. 26:1-35 Mark 8:22-38 

6 Psalm 59:1-9 Lev. 26:36-27:15 Mark 9:1-10 

7 Psalm 59:10-17 Lev. 27:16-Num. 1-16 Mark 9:11-29 

8 Psalm 23  Acts 9:36-43; Revelation 7:9-17; John 10:22-30 

9 Psalm 60 Numbers 1:17-54 Mark 9:30-37 

10   Psalm 61 Numbers 2 Mark 9:38-50 

11  Psalm 62 Numbers 3:1-32 Mark 10:1-12 

12   Psalm 63 Numbers 3:33-4:14 Mark 10:13-31 

13  Psalm 64 Numbers 4:15-49 Mark 10:23-45 

14  Psalm 65:1-8 Numbers 5 Mark 10:46-52 

15 Psalm 148  Acts 11:1-18; Revelation 21:1-6; John 13:31-35 

16  Psalm 65:9-13 Numbers 6 Mark 11:1-11 

17   Psalm 66:1-7 Numbers 7:1-35 Mark 11:12-26 

18  Psalm 66:8-15 Numbers 7:36-71 Mark 11:27-12:12 

19   Psalm 66:16-20 Numbers 7:72-8:4 Mark 12:13-17 

20  Psalm 67 Numbers 8:5-9:14 Mark 12:18-34 

21   Psalm 68:1-6 Numbers 9:15-10:36 Mark 12:35-44 

22 Psalm 67  Acts 16:9-15; Revelation 21:110, 22-22:5; John 14:23-29 

23  Psalm 68:7-18 Numbers 11 Mark 13:1-13 

24  Psalm 68:19-27 Numbers 12:1-13:16 Mark 13:14-27 

25  Psalm 68:28-35 Numbers 13:17-33 Mark 13:28-37 

26  Psalm 69:1-12 Numbers 14 Mark 14:1-11 

27  Psalm 69:13-21 Numbers 15:1-31 Mark 14:12-31 

28  Psalm 69:22-29 Numbers 15:21-16:27 Mark 14:32-42 

29 Psalm 97 
 Acts 16:16-34; Revelation 2212-14, 16-17, 20-21; John 

17:20-26 

30  Psalm 69:30-36 Numbers 16:28-17:13 Mark 14:43-52 

31 Psalm 70 Numbers 18:1-24 Mark 14:53-65 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS 
1 Jeff Mello 

2 Dede Messner 

3 Penni Cremen 

5 Jean Gonzales, Hoag Husted 

6 Samantha Carey, Ben Wilson, Zina Zaia, Trisha Tortolani 

8 Jax Rodriguez, Chad Alexander 

9 Tom Hoff, Melissa Loban, Brett Wedding 

11 Kenneth Van Houten III, Ari Knutson 

12 Deana Ehlen 

13 Naomi Knutson, David Como II, Sarah Santora 

14 Meghan Eisberg, Debbie Stanhope 

15 Orion Boudreaux, Julie Peterson, Henry Eisberg 

16 Donald Hatfield, Melissa Ebeling, Donovan Messner, Gail Valeskie 

17 Jack Goller 

18 Walt Gmelch, Sharlene Mulsoff 

19 Alexzander Svien, Marissa Griego 

21 Brett Carey 

22 Deborah Bommersbach, Alex Rollin, Rebecca Lowe-Vitkus 

23 Elena Irwin 

24 Lauren Frey 

25 Bill Clark, Hadrian Newman, Jordan Petersen, Aaron Craft, Tegan Behlmer 

26 Daniel D’Angelo 

27 Lisa Chaudhary 

28 Mia Wagner 

29 Doris Klein 

30 Anthony Munoz, Christopher Vaziri 

31 Carson Mooers, Hudson Faria, Domenic Hjerpe 
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   MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

     DATE              COUPLE                     YEARS 

1 Matthew & Kelsey Uffmann 11 

8 Robert & Courtnee Gingras 2 

9 Robert & Lisa De Young 30 

11 Linda & Bob Harvey 31 

12 John & Pam Foottit 43 

21 Trisha & John Tortolani 20 

21 Heather & Daniel Faria 11 

24 Nancy & Sal Zaia 35 

25 Aven & K.C. Kampton 31 

28 John & Janelle Mason 34 

30 Elizabeth & Matthew Munoz 23 

30 Douglas & Terry Braddock 30 

31 Gregory & Janis King 42 

31 Ronald & Lois Johnson 19 

 

 

 
 

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

ENROLLMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

 
Many prospective school families don’t even inquire about enrolling at St. John’s 

Lutheran because they assume there are no openings and long waiting lists.  This is true 

for some classes, but currently we do have openings in select grades, including middle 

school, for the 2022-2023 school year. 

 

If you know anyone who might interested, please encourage them to call SJL Admissions 

for additional information at 707-226-7970, Ext. 125.   
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SHOPPING ON AMAZON? 
 

Please consider using “Amazon Smile” when  

placing your orders, designating St. John’s Lutheran Church 

fund.  (There is no additional cost to you!)  Just go directly 

to:  https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-6001864 
 

                      

                      Check us out on Social Media! 
 

St. John's and its ministries stay in contact with the community in 
many ways, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and our own 
websites. It takes a lot of effort to keep the websites up to date 
and to keep the communication current and flowing on social 
media. 

 

The social media team is all-volunteer, and we could use a few more tech-savvy people 
to help us out. If you are a fan of social media and would like to help us communicate to 
our members, parents, students, and community, we could use your help.    
Contact us by email: sjlcsocialmedia@gmail.com  Thank you! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Men, join us every Saturday morning for fellowship at 7:30 AM 

and Bible Study at 8:00 - 9:00 AM  

Call Ron Johnson       

for information.   

 

 

 
 

The Give+ Mobile App from VANCO shut down 1 Oct 21 

and will no longer be available for download as a mobile 

app.  The new app is called  VANCO Mobile. 
 

Giving through Vanco Moblie is easy!  Just download the 

new app and create a new user profile in VANCO Mobile. 

 

 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-6001864
mailto:sjlcsocialmedia@gmail.com


14 

 

     
3521 Linda Vista Ave. 

Napa, California  94558-2703 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our weekly sermons are available on the St. John’s website at:  www.stjohnslutheran.net.  

Visit our school website at:  www.stjohnsnapa.org  

Facilities Calendar Link:  https://teamup.com/ks059311afd6a21c57   

@sjlcnapa      @sjlcnapa   @stjohnsnapa 

 

https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/248942728988437/st-johns-lutheran-

church/ 

 
 

 

 

Church Rev. Michael A. Schmid, Lead Pastor (ext. 122) 

Phone:  (707) 255-0119 Mr. Tim Kramer, Business Administrator (ext. 121) 

Fax:  (707) 255-3041 Mrs. Christy Kramer, Church Office Manager, (ext. 120) 

Email: churchoffice@stjohnslutheran.net Mr. Kevin Mathison, Dir. of Youth Ministry (ext. 106) or 255-7451  

   

 

School  
Phone:  (707) 226-7970  

Fax:  (707) 226-7974 Dr. Christy Wood, Principal (ext. 103) 

Email:  czeller@stjohnsnapa.org Mrs. Cindy Zeller, School Office Manager (ext. 101) 

Mrs. Joy Dahl, Director of Preschool (107) 
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