Epiphany 2

“Saving the Best for Last”
January 16, 2022
As We Gather
Jesus turned water into wine at a wedding, thereby saving the family from embarrassment. But
His actions meant more than helping out at a wedding reception. By performing His first
miracle at a wedding, Jesus points to the goal of His mission, His own marriage to His people in
the resurrection at the last day. And we are reminded that we are the beloved of the Lord.
Welcome
Gathering
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright” LSB 395
O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
Almighty Father, in Your Son
You shine with God’s own truth and light,
You loved us when not yet begun
Aglow with grace and mercy!
Was this old earth’s foundation!
Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son,
Your Son has ransomed us in love
Our Lord and master, You have won
To live in Him here and above:
Our hearts to serve You only!
This is Your great salvation.
Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, all
Alleluia! Christ the living,
victorious,
To us giving life forever,
Rich in blessing!
Keeps us Yours and fails us never!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!
O let the harps break forth in sound!
Come, heav’nly Bridegroom, Light divine,
Our joy be all with music crowned,
And deep within our hearts now shine;
Our voices gladly blending!
There light a flame undying!
For Christ goes with us all the way—
In Your one body let us be
Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day!
As living branches of a tree,
His love is never ending!
Your life our lives supplying.
Sing out! Ring out!
Now, though daily earth’s deep sadness
Jubilation! Exultation!
May perplex us and distress us,
Tell the story!
Yet with heav’nly joy You bless us.
Great is He, the King of Glory!
Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure.
Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heav’nly food.
You are our dearest treasure!
Let Your mercy warm and cheer us!
O draw near us!
For You teach us God’s own love through
You has reached us.
1

What joy to know, when life is past,
the Lord we love is first and last,
the end and the beginning!
He will one day, oh, glorious grace,
Transport us to that happy place
Beyond all years and sinning!
Amen! Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!
Crown of gladness!
We are yearning
For the day of Your returning!
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Invocation
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

Everyone needs compassion
Love that's never failing
Let mercy fall on me
Everyone needs forgiveness
The kindness of a Savior
The hope of nations
Chorus
Savior, He can move the mountains
My God is mighty to save
He is mighty to save
Forever
Author of salvation
He rose and conquered the grave
Jesus conquered the grave

“Mighty to Save”
So take me as You find me
All my fears and failures
Fill my life again
I give my life to follow
Everything I believe in
Now I surrender, Yes I surrender Chorus
Shine your light
And let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory
Of the risen King Jesus
Shine your light
And let the whole world see
We're singing for the glory
Of the risen King Chorus x 2

Prayer

Children’s Church

Service of the Word
First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,
till her vindication shines out like the dawn,
her salvation like a blazing torch.
2
The nations will see your vindication,
and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will bestow.
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You will be a crown of splendor in the LORD’s hand,
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4
No longer will they call you Deserted,
or name your land Desolate.
But you will be called Hephzibah,
and your land Beulah;
for the LORD will take delight in you,
and your land will be married.
5
As a young man marries a young woman,
so will your Builder marry you;
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
so will your God rejoice over you.
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-5
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard
a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and
he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their
God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
5

He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Holy Gospel: John 2:1-11
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus
and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’
mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4

“Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”

5

His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7

3

Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
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8

Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water
knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine
first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have
saved the best till now.”
11

What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his
glory; and his disciples believed in him.
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to You O Christ
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sermon

“Saving the Best for Last”

Offering
Choir Anthem

“Walk In The Light”

We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy shine
bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world. (Repeat)
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Jesus the Light of the world;
“Glory to the newborn King,”
Jesus, the Light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy shine
bright.
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Arr. André Thomas

Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world.
Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Jesus, the Light of the world.
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Jesus, the Light of the world.
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy shine
bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the Light of the world. (Repeat)
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Prayers
Please add your prayer requests to the chat

Thanksgivings
Pastor:
O Lord, we praise You.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Petitions
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

St. John’s People and Families
George & Andrea Clark
John & Pam Foottit
Sue Kjeldsen
Betty Rawlins
Lisa Thornton
Melissa and Amelia Burmester
Joseph, Sonyia, & Leland Grabski
Ryan, Andrea, & Dotty Keith
Steve, Michelle, Bear, & Dugan Perotti-Kline
Stacy and Liam Iund-Kraemer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Benediction

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” LSB 394
1 Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Manifest in gracious will,
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,
Ever bringing good from ill;
Manifested by the star
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
To the sages from afar,
God in man made manifest.
Branch of royal David's stem
4 Sun and moon shall darkened be,
In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Stars shall fall, the heav'ns shall flee;
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
Christ will then like lightning shine,
God in man made manifest.
All will see His glorious sign;
2 Manifest at Jordan's stream,
All will then the trumpet hear,
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
All will see the Judge appear;
And at Cana wedding guest
Thou by all wilt be confessed,
In Thy God-head manifest;
God in man made manifest.
Manifest in pow'r divine,
5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord,
Changing water into wine;
Present in Thy holy Word-Anthems be to Thee addressed,
Grace to imitate Thee now
God in man made manifest.
And be pure, as pure art Thou;
3 Manifest in making whole
That we might become like Thee
Palsied limbs and fainting soul;
At Thy great epiphany
Manifest in valiant fight,
And may praise Thee, ever blest,
Quelling all the devil's might;
God in man made manifest.
5
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Offering
http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558)

Memory Verse for This Week
As a young man marries a young woman,
so will your Builder marry you;
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,
so will your God rejoice over you.
Isaiah 62:5
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