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Christmas 1 

“Dedicated” 
December 26, 2021 

 
As We Gather 
Our Gospel today presents a beautiful picture of the piety of Mary, Joseph, Simeon, and Anna, 
and more importantly, the presentation of the son of Mary's dedication to the service of God, a 
dedication that will be lived out to the nth degree in the life and death of Jesus. Our response 
to His life and death that frees us, also calls us to dedicate our lives to the service of God so as 
to bring blessings of freedom to others. 

 
 

 
 

Welcome 
 

 

Gathering 
 

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”   LSB 367 
1 Angels from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth: 
Ye who sang creation's story, 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 

Refrain 
Come and worship, come and worship; 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 
Watching o'er your flocks by night, 
God with us is now residing, 
Yonder shines the Infant Light.   Refrain 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 
Seek the great Desire of nations, 
Ye have seen His natal star.    Refrain 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 
In His temple shall appear.   Refrain 

5 All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son. 
Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One.   Refrain 

 
 
 
 
Invocation 
Liturgist: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
People:  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution 
Liturgist: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us 
People: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.       (1 John 1:8-9) 
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Silence for self-examination on our need for the cross of Christ 
 
Liturgist:  We make our confession using the words of the Psalm 51 
 
Liturgist: Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your 

great Compassion    blot out my transgressions. 
People: Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
 
Liturgist:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
People: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight; so You 

are right in Your verdict  and justified when You judge. 
 
Liturgist:  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
People: Yet You desired faithfulness even in the womb;  You taught me wisdom in that 

secret place. 
 
Liturgist: Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean;   wash me, and I will be whiter than 

snow. 
People: Let me hear joy and gladness;    let the bones You have crushed rejoice. 
 
Liturgist: Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
People: Create in me a pure heart, O God,  and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
 
Liturgist: Do not cast me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
People: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 

me. 
 
Liturgist: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 
the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  
May the Lord who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ.            (John 1:12; Philippians 1:6)       

People: Amen. 
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“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”   LSB 384 
1 Of the Father's love begotten 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see 
Evermore and evermore. 

2 Oh, that birth forever blessed, 
When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bore the Savior of our race, 
And the babe, the world's Redeemer, 
First revealed His sacred face 
Evermore and evermore. 

3 This is He whom seers in old time 
Chanted of with one accord, 
Whom the voices of the prophets 
Promised in their faithful word. 

Now He shines, the long-expected; 
Let creation praise its Lord 
Evermore and evermore. 

4 O ye heights of heav'n, adore Him; 
Angel hosts, His praises sing, 
Pow'rs, dominions, bow before Him 
And extol our God and King. 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Ev'ry voice in concert ring 
Evermore and evermore. 

5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Father, 
And, O Holy Ghost, to Thee 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 
And unending praises be, 
Honor, glory, and dominion, 
And eternal victory 
Evermore and evermore. 

Amen. 

 
 
Prayer 
Liturgist: The Lord be with you 
People: And also with you 
 
Liturgist: Let us pray. 
 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our actions by Your gracious favor, and further us with 
Your continual help that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in Your 
name, we may glorify Your holy name and finally by Your mercy receive eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ, you Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 
 

Service of the Word 

 
 

Readings 
First Reading:   Exodus 3:1-3, 11-15 
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led 
the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the 
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angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though 
the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange 
sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?” 
 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent 
you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 
 
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers 
has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
 
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent 
me to you.’” 
 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 
 

 “This is my name forever, 
    the name you shall call me 
    from generation to generation. 
  
  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
Second Reading:   Colossians 3:12-17 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if 
any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to 
peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and 
admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, 
do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 
Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary 
took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 
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“Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping 
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 

  
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to 
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do 
for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, 
saying: 
 
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of 
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many 
hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very 
old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow 
until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about 
the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 
 
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled 
with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him. 
 
  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to You O Christ! 

 
 
Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Sermon                                                            “Dedication”                                                           
 

 

Offering 
 

Prayers 

Please add your prayer requests to the chat 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
Benediction 
 
 

“Now Sing We Now Rejoice”   LSB 386 
1 Now sing we, now rejoice, 
Now raise to heav'n our voice; 
He from whom joy streameth 
Poor in a manger lies; 
Not so brightly beameth 
The sun in yonder skies. 
Thou my Savior art! 
Thou my Savior art! 

2 Come from on high to me; 
I cannot rise to thee. 
Cheer my wearied spirit, 
O pure and holy Child; 
Through Thy grace and merit, 
Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 
Draw me unto Thee! 
Draw me unto Thee! 

3 Now through His Son doth shine 
The Father's grace divine. 
Death was reigning o'er us 
Through sin and vanity 
Till He opened for us 
A bright eternity. 
May we praise Him there! 
May we praise Him there! 

4 Oh, where shall joy be found? 
Where but on heav'nly ground? 
Where the angels singing 
With all His saints unite, 
Sweetest praises bringing 
In heav'nly joy and light, 
Oh, that we were there!                               
Oh, that we were there! 
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Offering 

 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
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