Third Sunday in Advent

“The Gift of Joy”
December 12, 2021
As We Gather
We celebrate today the gift of joy that is ours because of the coming of Christ. The joy that is
ours in Christ is grounded in Him, His life, His death and His resurrection. This is deeper and
richer than what we commonly refer to as “happiness.” Happiness has to do with
circumstances, which by nature are constantly changing. Christ Joy is grounded in the
unchanging character of God and the saving work of Jesus. May God grant each of us His joy as
we celebrate the coming of the Savior.

“Christ is Risen”
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
For I once was lost but now I'm found,
Was blind but now I see
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
The prodigal is welcomed home,
The sinner now a saint
For the God who died came back to life and
everything has changed
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
O death where is your sting? O fear where
is your pow'r?
The mighty King of kings has disarmed you
Delivered and redeemed, eternal life is ours
O praise His name forever
Chorus
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
And all throughout eternity our song will be
the same
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave

And on the day You call me in to heaven's
sweet embrace
I'll see Your scars, Your open arms, the
beauty of Your face
Through tears of joy I'll lift my voice in
everlasting praise
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
O death where is your sting? O fear where is
your pow'r?
The mighty King of kings has dis - armed you
Delivered and redeemed, eternal life is ours
O praise His name for - ever
Chorus
And all throughout eternity our song will be
the same
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave
And on the day You call me in to heaven's
sweet embrace
I'll see Your scars, Your open arms, the
beauty of Your face
Through tears of joy I'll lift my voice in
everlasting praise
Hallelujah Christ is risen from the grave

Welcome

Gathering

“This is Amazing Grace “
Who breaks the power of sin and darkness
Whose love is mighty and so much stronger
The King of Glory, the King above all kings
Who shakes the whole earth with holy thunder
And leaves us breathless in awe and wonder
The King of Glory, the King above all kings
Chorus
This is amazing grace
This is unfailing love
That You would take my place
That You would bear my cross
You would lay down Your life
That I would be set free
Jesus, I sing for
All that You've done for me
Who brings our chaos back into order
Who makes the orphan a son and daughter
The King of Glory, the King above all kings
Who rules the nations with truth and justice
Shines like the sun in all of its brilliance
The King of Glory, the King above all kings Chorus
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
And worthy is the King who conquers the grave
And worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Worthy is the King who conquers the grave
And worthy is the Lamb who was slain
And worthy is the King who conquers the grave
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
Worthy, worthy, worthy
Chorus

Invocation

Confession and Absolution
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Leader:
Today we light the third candle of the Advent wreath. The third candle is the
candle of Joy
(The HOPE and PEACE and JOY candles are lit.)
Leader:

John 15:11 - “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy
may be complete.”

Leader:

Let us pray. Gracious Lord, fill us with your joy, the joy found only in You, in
what You have done, and in Your gifts to us, that is all the changes and
challenges of life, we may rejoice in You. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

People:

“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” LSB 348
The King shall come when morning dawns
And left the lonesome place of death
And light triumphant breaks,
Despite the rage of foes.
When beauty gilds the eastern hills
Oh, brighter than that glorious morn
And life to joy awakes.
Shall dawn upon our race
Not as of old a little child,
The day when Christ in splendor comes
To bear and fight and die,
And we shall see His face.
But crowned with glory like the sun
The King shall come when morning dawns
That lights the morning sky.
And light and beauty brings.
Oh, brighter than the rising morn
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray:
When Christ, victorious, rose
Come quickly, King of kings.

Prayer

Children excused to Children’s Church
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Service of the Word
Readings
First Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Sing, Daughter Zion;
shout aloud, Israel!
Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,
Daughter Jerusalem!
15
The LORD has taken away your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy.
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm.
16
On that day
they will say to Jerusalem,
“Do not fear, Zion;
do not let your hands hang limp.
17

The LORD your God is with you,
the Mighty Warrior who saves.
He will take great delight in you;
in his love he will no longer rebuke you,
but will rejoice over you with singing.”
18
“I will remove from you
all who mourn over the loss of your appointed festivals,
which is a burden and reproach for you.
19
At that time I will deal
with all who oppressed you.
I will rescue the lame;
I will gather the exiles.
I will give them praise and honor
in every land where they have suffered shame.
20
At that time I will gather you;
at that time I will bring you home.
I will give you honor and praise
among all the peoples of the earth
when I restore your fortunes
before your very eyes,”
says the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
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Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-7
4
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Holy Gospel: Luke 7:18-28
18
John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the
Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”
20

When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the
one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”
21

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave
sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John
what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have
leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to
the poor. 23 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”
24

After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25 If not, what did you go out to
see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in
luxury are in palaces. 26 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. 27 This is the one about whom it is written:
“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
28

I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You O Christ!

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Sermon

“The Gift of Joy”

Offering

Hymn

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” LSB 338
2 Born Thy people to deliver;
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born a child and yet a King!
Born to set Thy people free;
Born to reign in us forever,
From our fears and sins release us;
Now Thy gracious Kingdom bring.
Let us find our rest in Thee.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Israel's strength and consolation,
Rule in all our hearts alone;
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Dear desire of ev'ry nation,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
Joy of ev'ry longing heart.

Prayers
Please add your prayer requests to the chat
Thanksgivings
Pastor:
O Lord, we praise You.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Petitions
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

St. John’s People and Families to Pray for This Week
Ryan, Katie, & Tatum Chagonjian
Matthew, Lindsey, Riann, & Mac Engelbracht
Ed, Ramona, & Nathan Kaufmann
Terry Melissa, Emily, & Brendan Peterson
Joseph, Amali, Alexzander, & Alexa Svien
Justin, Tanya, & Justin Brown
Ryan, Myka, & Gianna Galovic
Brandon, Erica, Elise, & Jacob Imhoff
Donal, Karina, Clodagh, & Eamonn O’Briain
Justin, Melissa, & Ellie Waldrop

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
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“King of Kings”
In the darkness we were waiting
Without hope without light
Till from Heaven You came running
There was mercy in Your eyes
To fulfil the law and prophets
To a virgin came the Word
From a throne of endless glory
To a cradle in the dirt

And the morning that You rose
All of heaven held its breath
Till that stone was moved for good
For the Lamb had conquered death

Chorus
Praise the Father
Praise the Son
Praise the Spirit three in one
God of Glory
Majesty
Praise forever to the King of Kings
To reveal the kingdom coming
And to reconcile the lost
To redeem the whole creation
You did not despise the cross
By His blood and in His Name
In His freedom I am free

For even in Your suffering
You saw to the other side
Knowing this was our salvation
Jesus for our sake You died (chorus)

And the dead rose from their tombs
And the angels stood in awe
For the souls of all who'd come
To the Father are restored
And the Church of Christ was born
Then the Spirit lit the flame
Now this Gospel truth of old
Shall not kneel shall not faint

For the love of Jesus Christ
Who has resurrected me (chorus)

Offering
http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558)

Memory Verse for This Week
11

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

John 15:11
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Streaming Technicians
Joel Wahlers
Worship Preparation Team
Bob & Doris Klein, Betsy Gewirz
Ushers
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Projection Technician
Dawn Wahlers
Musicians
Jacob Bartelt, Gabriel Gutiérrez, Chris Vecera, Jeff Craft,
Andrea Clark
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