Epiphany

“All Around the Neighborhood”
January 2, 2022
As We Gather
On Epiphany, we celebrate the shining forth of the true light that has come into the world in
Jesus Christ. Our first reading calls us to “Arise, Shine, for your light has come.” The light of
Christ shines on us so that we may reflect that light to all the world. How is Christ calling us to
shine His light in the new year? How will we shine His light to those around us, in our
neighborhoods, and to all the world?

Welcome
“Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning” (LSB 400)
1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Myrrh from the forest and gold from the mine?
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation,
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure,
2 Cold on His cradle the dew-drops are shining;
Richer by far is the heart's adoration;
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall;
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all.
5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
3 Shall we not yield Him, in costly devotion,
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Fragrance of Edom and off'rings divine,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Invocation (from Divine Service IV, page 203)
Liturgist: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

Confession and Absolution
Liturgist: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: who made heaven and earth.
Liturgist: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
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Liturgist: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner.
People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting
life. Amen.
Liturgist: Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
People: Amen.

“O Sing of Christ” (LSB 362)
O sing of Christ, whose birth made known
He came to that which was His own
The kindness of the Lord,
But He was not received;
Eternal Word made flesh and bone
Yet still through Him God’s glory shone,
So we could be restored.
And some His name believed.
Upon our frail humanity
To these He gave the right to be
God’s finger chose to trace
The heirs of heav’n above,
The fullness of His deity,
Born not of human ancestry
The icon of His grace.
But born of God in love.
What Adam lost, none could reclaim,
And Paradise was barred
Until the second Adam came
To mend what sin had marred.
For when the time was full and right
God sent His only Son;
He came to us as life and light
And our redemption won.

Lord Jesus Christ, You deigned to dwell
Among us here on earth
As God with us, Emmanuel.
To bring this holy birth.
Though rich, You willingly became
One with our poverty,
That we might share Your wealth and name
For all eternity!

Salutation and Collect
Liturgist:
The Lord be with you
People:
And also with you
Liturgist:
People:

Let us pray…
Amen.

Children Excused to Children’s Church
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Readings
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2
See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
and His glory appears over you.
3
Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4
“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5
Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.
6
Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
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Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for
you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written
briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of
Christ, 5 which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed
by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the
Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in
the promise in Christ Jesus.
7

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the working of
His power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was given me:
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to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to everyone the
administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all
things. 10 His intent was that now, through the Church, the manifold wisdom of God should be
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 according to His eternal
purpose that He accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In Him and through faith in Him we
may approach God with freedom and confidence.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Alleluia (LSB 205)
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east
came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews? We saw
His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.”
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When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet
has written:
6

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon
as you find Him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.”
9

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the
star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary,
and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented
Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You O Christ!
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten,
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the
life of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon

“All Around the Neighborhood”

Offering

Prayers
Please add your prayer requests to the live chat
Thanksgivings
Pastor:
O Lord, we praise You.
People:
Thanks be to God.
Petitions
Pastor:
People:

Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

The Service of Holy Communion
Preface
Pastor:
People:
Pastor
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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People

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor:

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on
us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not
perish by have eternal life.
As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the
incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in
human flesh.
We give you thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day
behold Your glory face to face.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

People:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Institution
Pastor:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pastor:
People:
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Communion
Pastor:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into
death for your sins.
People:
Amen.
(Take and eat)
Pastor:
People:

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the
forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.
(Take and drink)

Communion Hymn
“The First Noel”
1 The first Noel the angel did say,
3 And by the light of that same star
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as
Three Wise Men came from country far;
they lay;
To seek for a king was their intent,
In fields where they lay, keeping their
And to follow the star wherever it went.
sheep,
[Refrain]
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
4 This star drew nigh to the northwest,
Refrain:
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest;
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!
And there it did both stop and stay
Born is the King of Israel.
Right over the place where Jesus lay.
[Refrain]
2 They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far;
5 Then entered in those Wise Men three,
And to the earth it gave great light,
Full rev'rently upon their knee,
And so it continued both day and night.
And offered there in his presence
[Refrain]
Their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense.
[Refrain]
Communion Blessing
Pastor:
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body
and soul to life everlasting. His peace be with you.
People:
Amen.
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Prayer
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Benediction
“Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” (LSB 398)
1 Hail to the Lord's anointed,
And righteousness in fountains
Great David's greater Son!
From hill to valley flow.
Hail, in the time appointed,
4 Kings shall fall down before Him
His reign on earth begun!
And gold and incense bring;
He comes to break oppression,
All nations shall adore Him,
To set the captive free,
His praise all people sing.
To take away transgression
To Him shall prayer unceasing
And rule in equity.
And daily vows ascend;
2 He comes with rescue speedy
His kingdom still increasing,
To those who suffer wrong,
A kingdom without end.
To help the poor and needy
5 O'er ev'ry foe victorious,
And bid the weak be strong;
He on His throne shall rest,
To give them songs for sighing,
From age to age more glorious,
Their darkness turn to light,
All blessing and all-blest.
Whose souls, condemned and dying,
The tide of time shall never
Were precious in His sight.
His covenant remove;
3 He shall come down like showers
His name shall stand forever–
Upon the fruitful earth;
That name to us is Love.
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers,
Spring in His path to birth.
Before Him on the mountains
Shall peace, the herald, go;

Pastor:
People:

Go in peace, serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

Offering
http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558)
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Memory Verse for This Week
“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.”

Isaiah 60:1

Serving in Worship Today
Preacher
Liturgist
Lay Readers
Organist
Communion Assistants
Sound Technician
Streaming Technician
Worship Preparation Team
Ushers
Projection Technician
Children’s Church
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