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“Leading people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, His followers, and His world.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Open Forum December 5
There will be an open forum after worship (11:00) on
Sunday, December 5 in the sanctuary. The purpose of
this forum is to update the congregation on several
items:




Staffing: What positions are we looking at and
what resources are available?
Rising of the Sun Solar Project Status
Worship Survey: Results of the recent worship
survey

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Advent Worship Series
He Comes Bearing Gifts
Our Lord Jesus is coming, bearing real gifts, profoundly important gifts. He came that
first Christmas to win forgiveness and give all the gifts that come with it: hope, peace,
joy, love. He is coming again at the end of this world to give the gift of resurrection to
eternal life. In the season of Advent, we connect Christ’s first coming with his second
coming. We rejoice in all the unconditional gifts he gives. Each week, more Advent
candles are lighted. With growing eagerness and expectation, we look forward to the
coming King!
Each Sunday in Advent we will focus on a gift from God to each of us because of the gift
of Jesus.





November 28
December 5
December 12
December 19

The Gift of Hope
The Gift of Peace
The Gift of Joy
The Gift of Love
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The services will be on Wednesday evenings at
7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Each service will have a
different focus.
(There will be no soup supper this year.)





December 1 - The ABCs of Advent: A word about Advent from each letter of
the alphabet as we focus on the promise of a Savior.
December 8 - Health and Healing Service: Focus on healing in Christ,
including prayer and optional anointing with oil.
December 15 - Lessons and Carols: Led by the Sanctuary Choir. A service of
Word and Song, tracing the prophecies of the Messiah through the announcement
of His birth.

St. John’s Lutheran School Christmas Programs
The School Christmas programs will be on Sunday afternoon,
December 12. There will be two programs, each with different classes
and music groups. The Choraliers and the Handbells will take part in
both programs.



1:00 – 1:30
1:45 – 2:25

Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade
3rd, 4th and 5th Grade

Prayer & Praise
The next Prayer and Praise service will be on Saturday, December 18 at 7:00 pm in the
Sanctuary. This service of song and prayer will focus on the birth of Christ. In addition
to singing and praying, there will also be a devotional message.
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Christmas Worship
We will have three services in celebration of the birth of
the Savior.
 Christmas Eve, 4:00 PM – Children and Family Service
 Christmas Eve, 7:00 PM – In Person in the Sanctuary,
Communion and Candlelight. This service will also be
streamed.
 Christmas Day – This service, which will be prerecorded, will be available online only, and will be made
available Christmas Day morning.

_____________________________________________________
Janis King Retirement
After over 40 years in the teaching ministry, Janis King will be retiring at the end of
this month. We praise God for her ministry and the blessing that she has been to
many children and their families, as well as a blessing to our entire St. John’s
community. We pray God’s blessings upon her and Greg as they prepare their new
home in Idaho.
We will be celebrating Janis’ ministry and her retirement on Sunday, January 23rd.
Please watch for more information regarding this celebration.

_______________________________________________
The Rising of the Sun
Our Solar Project is currently in the permitting
process with the city. As soon as that is complete
and a start date and schedule is announced, we will
notify the congregation.
In the meantime, please pray for God’s blessing and
guidance on this project and safety for those who
are working. Pray also for the God to provide the
funds needed to complete the project. Please also
prayerfully consider making an offering for the
completion of this project. Please designate such
offerings as “Rising of the Sun Solar Project.”
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Best Practices for Ministry Conference
BPM is back! BPM 2022 will take place on February 17-19 at Christ Church Lutheran in
Phoenix, Arizona. Best Practice for Ministry is a free conference for pastors, church
workers and lay people. The purpose is to learn and share ideas and practices to help us
grow in living God’s Mission. For more information, please go to:
https://cclphoenix.org/bpm/
As we have done in the past, St. John’s will be covering lodging for all participants from
St. John’s, but not transportation. The conference itself is free. If you are interested, in
addition to registering at the link above, please notify the church office.

____________________________________________________

Contact Kevin Mathison for
details.
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Water Bottles for Camille Creek for Christmas!
For several years now St. John’s, through the
Comfort Dog Team, has supported Napa’s
disenfranchised students at Camille Creek
Community School with presents for Christmas.
These 6th-12th grade students are primarily from
very low income families, and/or homeless,
and/or involved in gangs, and/or have dealt with
substance abuse, and/or in the court system for
various reasons. Camille Creek is an extremely
special place that provides stability, restorative
relationships, counseling, and a chance to get
their high school diploma.
This year, the school finally has a real building to call home. Up until this time
they have been in disheveled portables. This building, besides new classrooms, has
a shop, a culinary kitchen, and a laundry so kids can wash their own clothes.
What they still need though are water bottles. There are stations in the school
where the students can fill their own personal water bottles, so the school has
asked us if this Christmas our ministry can provide 125+ reusable water bottles for
their students and staff.
What we hope to do is raise enough money for the Comfort Dog Team to buy the
bottles, fill them with candy, and wrap them up for delivery before Christmas.
You can help by donating to the Comfort Dog Camille Creek project. We need the
funds no later than December 5th so we have time to shop for the bottles and wrap
them.
Thank you very much for considering supporting Camille Creek this Christmas. If
you can help, please make your check payable to St. John’s with a memo saying
“Comfort Dog Camille Creek Project”. Thank you so much!
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OFFERING UPDATE
Actual Offering Income for Oct:
Total Offerings for FY21/22 (as of 31 Oct 21):

$58,122.
$229,757 which is 5.31% or $11,584
over our budgeted offering income.

Total expenses are in line with our budget and we paid all bills received. *The budget amount
shown below is based on the ten-year average offering received for that time period.

OFFERING INCOME FY21/22
$240,000
$230,000

$229,757
$218,173

$220,000
$210,000
$200,000
$190,000
$180,000
$170,000

FY21/22 Budget Based on
10-Yr Average Giving

FY21/22 Actual

OFFERINGS YTD THROUGH OCT
Meditation:
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to
God and not to us” (2 Corinthians 4:7)(ESV)

Who Are We, Anyway?
At this time of year, our minds are drawn to thoughts of our Savior, as they should be.
The ages-old story is always fresh and exciting to us as Christians as we rejoice in our
Father’s great love for us shown in His sending His own Son for us. That Son came in
the form of a Baby Who was nurtured inside His mother’s body, a “treasure in a jar of
clay.”
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The angels announced His birth; the shepherds left their sheep and came to worship Him;
the Wise Men traveled many miles to adore Him and bring Him their gifts. “But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart” (Luke 2:19). She still had
“this treasure in a jar of clay.”
We, too, have this “treasure . . . this all-surpassing power . . . from God and not from
us.” We have the Word dwelling in us! His great power enables and equips us to be
stewards who can fulfill any task our Savior lays before us. He gives us courage to
witness of His birth and life and death and resurrection. He gives us gifts to serve His
people and to reach out to those still outside His kingdom. He gives us financial
resources to support the mission and ministry of our churches.
During this time of Advent and Christmas, let us “treasure . . . these things and ponder
them in [our hearts].” And let us ask God to use us according to His plan to spread the
news of that treasure.

Discussion Thoughts:
1. Read 2 Corinthians 12:9-10. How do these verses relate to our theme verse, 2
Corinthians 4:7?
2. What does Matthew 13:44 say about the value of the “treasure”?
3. What are you doing with the “treasure in [your] jar of clay”?

Prayer:
Oh gracious and loving Father, thank You for the love You have shown in giving me
Your Son, my greatest treasure. Give me the desire and the courage to avail myself of
the great power that You have given me through Jesus. In His name I pray. Amen.
Adapted from “12 Months of Congregational Stewardship” by Ronald J. and Phyllis J. Chewning,
Stewardship Advisors, Inc., 2007.
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1984.
Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (ISV) are from The Holy Bible: International Standard Version. Release 2.0,
Build 2015.02.09. Copyright © 1995-2014 by ISV Foundation. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
INTERNATIONALLY. Used by permission of Davidson Press, LLC.
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LCC K-9
Comfort
Dog
Ministry
Update
To God be the Glory!

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Isaiah 9:6
In November, Gomer and I participated in a wonderful training session at the Yuba County
Superior Court in Marysville, CA. The event was organized by Team Reuben Comfort Dog
and we had a great time learning about how we can assist in the court room. We were
joined by Micah Comfort Dog, Rahab Comfort Dog and Lois Comfort Dog (who made the
long trek all the way from Las Vegas). Our humans learned about how Yuba County is
using comfort dogs in the courtroom to assist with victims when they testify. Our session
was held in an actual courtroom and we heard from the district attorney, a victim’s advocate
representative and a counselor who deals with compassion fatigue. Reuben, Micah and I
were able to share some of our experiences from our own work in court and then all the
comfort dogs took turns practicing spending time with a “witness” on the witness stand. I am
very excited for Rahab and Gomer to begin doing this amazing work soon.
As we begin the Advent season, Gomer and I are looking forward to some special
opportunities we have to share the love and compassion of Jesus with others. We have
been invited to visit cadets at the United States Coast Guard training center in Petaluma.
Many of these students will be spending Christmas away from home and we hope to bring
them some extra smiles and good cheer. We also have plans to participate in a modified
version of “Shop with a Cop” in Napa. Additionally, we will be delivering reusable water
bottles filled with Christmas candy for the staff and students at Camille Creek at their
Christmas Open House. Our team has also sponsored a family connected with N.E.W.S.,
Napa Emergency Women’s Services to make their Christmas a bit brighter. If you care to be
a part of any of these activities, please contact Tim or Christy Kramer.

Have a blessed Advent and Christmas season!
Thanks for your support and prayers! Please check out Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and our
website for all the latest news. napavalleycomfortdogs.org

Aaron and Gomer Comfort Dogs
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Dinner Groups will be starting in January 2022.
Don’t miss out on this wonderful fellowship
opportunity! Couples and singles are invited to
participate. This is an adult only group. Here’s how
it works: Groups will consist of 3 couples and or
singles. Over a 6 month period you will meet in
each other’s homes to share a meal and fellowship.
Each couple/single will host one time. The host is
also encouraged to invite a fourth either couple or single as their one time guest(s). The
kick- off party is scheduled for Sunday, December 5 at 4:00, in the church Parish Hall.
Your group will be revealed at this gathering. Bring an appetizer to share and beverage of
your choice.
To sign up or for questions please call: Lisa DeYoung at 707-815-7188 or email
Lisa.deyoung@att.net
_____________________________________________________________________________

Check us out on Social Media!
St. John's and its ministries stay in contact with the community in
many ways, including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and our own
websites. It takes a lot of effort to keep the websites up to date
and to keep the communication current and flowing on social
media.
The social media team is all-volunteer, and we could use a few more tech-savvy people
to help us out. If you are a fan of social media and would like to help us communicate
to our members, parents, students, and community, we could use your help.
Contact us by email: sjlcsocialmedia@gmail.com
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Thank you!

St. John’s Lutheran School Scrip Program:
Shop with Scrip:

As you begin to think about your holiday shopping, please see everything
available through Scrip. Planning a trip to Disneyland? Yes, there is Disney
Scrip. Do you shop QVC? Yes, Scrip for QVC too. Pretty much anything you
can think of; there is Scrip. If you cannot find exactly what you need, you can
always purchase a VISA gift card ($50, $100, $250) with no loading fee!! Visa
cards are also able to be used at Costco.
Planning a corporate or family party where you will be giving out gift cards?
Purchase them right here with us!
Scrip is available in the school office during school hours. If we do not have what
you need in stock, orders are placed weekly and we will get it to you
quickly. You can always order anytime of the day or night through
the RaiseRight app. Download the app to your phone, use our enrollment
code 912E7L6F9161 and start shopping. Ecards are available for many
items so you may shop right away or you can have your order shipped to the
school office to be picked up during working hours.
We look forward to helping take the stress off of your holiday shopping! Give us
a call at 707.226.7970 ext. 101 with any questions ~Cindy Zeller

________________________________
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING ON AMAZON?
Please consider using “Amazon Smile” when
placing your orders, designating St. John’s Lutheran
Church fund. (There is no additional cost to you!) Just
go directly to: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/946001864
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For DECEMBER
Psalm
1
2
3
4

Psalm 138:1-5
Psalm 138:6-8
Psalm 139:1-6
Psalm 139:7-12

5
6
7
8
9

Psalm 139:13-16
Psalm 139:17-24
Psalm 140:1-5
Psalm 140:6-13

10
11

Psalm 141:1-4
Psalm 141:5-10

12
13

Psalm 142

14
15
16
17
18

Psalm 143:1-6
Psalm 143:7-12
Psalm 144:1-4
Psalm 144:5-8
Psalm 144:9-15

19
20
21
22

Psalm 145:1-7
Psalm 145:8-16
Psalm 145:17-21

23
24
25
26
27
28

Psalm 146
Psalm 147:1-6
Psalm 147:7-14
Psalm 148
Psalm 147:15-20
Psalm 148:1-6

29
30
31

Psalm 148:7-14
Psalm 149
Psalm 150

Old Testament
Joel 1:1-2:14
Joel 2:15-3:21
Amos 1, 2
Amos 3, 4
Malachi 3:1-4
Amos 5
Amos 6, 7
Amos 8, 9
Obadiah 1; Jonah 1, 2
Jonah 3, 4
Micah 1:1-3:7

New Testament
Revelation 5:11-6:8
Revelation 6:9-7:8
Revelation 7:9-17
Revelation 8
Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11;
Luke 3:1-6
Revelation 9:1-11
Revelation 9:12-21
Revelation 10
Revelation 11:1-14
Revelation 11:15-12:6
Revelation 12:7-18

Zephaniah 3:14-20;
Isaiah 12:2-6
Micah 3:8-5:15
Micah 6, 7

Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

Nahum 1, 2
Nahum 3; Habakkuk 1
Habakkuk 2, 3
Zephaniah 1,2
Micah 5:2-5a
Zephaniah 3,: Haggai 1
Haggai 2
Zechariah 1,2
Zechariah 3-5
Zechariah 6, 7

Revelation 14:6-16
Revelation 14:17-15:8
Revelation 16:1-11
Revelation 16:12-21
Luke 1:46b-55, Hebrews 10:5-10,
Luke 1:39-45,(46-55)
Revelation 17:1-8
Revelation 17:9-18
Revelation 18:1-10
Revelation 18:11-24
Revelation 19:1-8

Zechariah 8, 9
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Zechariah 10, 11
Zechariah 12-13:6
Zechariah 13:7-14:21
Malachi 1,2

Revelation 19:9-21
Colossians 3:12-17, Luke 2:41-52
Revelation 20:1-10
Revelation 20:11-21:8
Revelation 21:9-21
Revelation 21:22-22:7

Malachi 3,4

Revelation 22:8-21
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Revelation 12:19-13:10
Revelation 13:11-14:5

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
DATE

COUPLE

YEARS

1

Ed & Ramona Kaufmann

37

2

Eric & Gail Vandeburgt

21

3

Kelsey & Jose Rodriguez

5

5

Wayne & Barbara Miller

57

5

David & Renee Lloyd

40

10

Mary & Randy Kosanke

44

13

Curtis & Theresa Schoenfeld

46

17

Debbie & Steve Stanhope

44

17

Andy & Paula Schweiger

27

21

Clay & Bonnie Thompson

59

28

Jane & Dave Barker

36

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

St. John’s Facebook Group
Are you on Facebook? Have you joined the St. John’s Facebook Family Group? Please
click here to join and participate in Facebook Live events, discussion and more.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/stjohnsfamilynapa
Why join our Facebook Group? We are planning live devotional events, prayer times, as
well as other interactive events. Our group is a great place to encourage one another and
walk together as a family of God. In this time when gathering in person is so difficult,
this is an option to fellowship together.
Also, if you have something you'd like to see us talk about or promote on social media,
please use the same contact info.

@sjlcnapa

@sjlcnapa
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@stjohnsnapa

SO, WHAT’S NEW AT THE FARM?
Submitted by Ted Zimmerman

Once again, St. John’s Mission Farm will be
participating in CanDo Napa Valley’s Give!Guide 2021
Campaign to raise additional funds for our mission of
growing fresh produce to ease the food insecurities of many families in our city and
county.
The Lord has really blessed our efforts this year. I said last month that we will easily set a
new mark for the total poundage of produce turned over to the Napa County Food Bank –
somewhere near 25,000 lbs. Oh, me of little faith! At the end of October we were at
26,700 lbs.! We still have November and December to go. And all those cabbages you
see growing out in the field near the Parish Hall, getting close to harvesting, will really
add up! And He has also blessed us with many supporting gifts from the members of the
congregation this past year. Thank you. But additional gifts are encouraged and needed!
It still is important that we participate in the Give!Guide 2021. Not just to raise more
financial support, but to gain further exposure in the community. Between the
Give!Guide campaigns of the past, as well as a few well timed newspaper articles, more
people in the community have come to recognize not only what we are doing, but why.
Jesus still is in the business of feeding the multitudes, while giving His servants the
pleasure of being instruments of His grace. Not only have we received many supporting
gifts from the community; we have also gained some very valuable volunteers as a result.
The Give!Guide Campaign will be operative from December 1 to December 31. Over 50
non-profit organizations in the county will be participating. Watch for ads, log into the
website when it opens November 30 (CanDoGiveGuide.org). Familiarize yourself with
the many other non-profit organizations serving the community. Give!Guide makes it
easy to support these organizations, as well as us. You can make contributions online or
by mailing in a check. December is a good time for giving, in honor of the One who
came to give us so much!
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As we prepare to close out the calendar year
2021, we are reminded of the changes this year has
brought. Throughout all of the twists and turns we
have encountered, one thing remains constant,
Jesus was born for us.
Christmas is beginning to look a lot more “normal'' this year. I'm so excited that we will
be having the elementary Christmas programs on Sunday, December 12, 2021. K-2 will
have their performance at 1:00 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary, followed at 1:45 p.m. with
the grades 3-5 performance. Our Choraliers and Handbells will be sharing their gifts of
music at both performances. Our Preschool will be hosting their Christmas performance
during our Chapel service on Wednesday, December 15 at 8:45 a.m. We invite you to
come and celebrate the birth of Jesus with the students at St. John’s.
I am so excited to share with you that one of our 8th Grade students, Charlotte Bevan,
won the Young Patriot Award. Charlotte recited a poem she wrote called "Flying Our
Flag High" during the Patriot Awards ceremony on Wednesday, November 17th.
Congratulations, Charlotte, we are so proud of you!
During the month of November, the students focused on honoring our veterans and
military. During our Veterans Day Chapel, we were able to honor a few veterans during
our special service. We honored our deployed military by wearing red on Friday as we
Remember Everyone Deployed. In addition, we supported “Operation With Love From
Home”. This organization collects items such as toiletries, healthy snacks, and hand
warmers for care packages that are sent to deployed military personnel. Not only did the
students bring in three car loads of donations, we were also able to present a check for
over $1200 from our Chapel donations.
On Tuesday, December 2, we will be having a Dine and Donate at Villa Corona. We
invite you to come and support our school.
In the new year, we will be forming a work crew to help us take care of maintenance
issues around campus. A list of items to be addressed is currently being prioritized. If
you would be interested in helping us keep our St John’s campus (church and school)
beautiful and in working order, we would appreciate your support. Please feel free to
contact Pastor Mike or Christy Wood for more information.
We pray that you and your family find time this Advent season to reflect on Christ's
presence in your life and remember that Jesus is the true reason for this season. Merry
Christmas!
Christy Wood, Principal
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Jennifer Alexander, Will Walter
Linda Cornils, Elaine Adams, Cason Diviak
Ivy Alexander
David Como, Aaron Comfort Dog
Andres Herrera
Kristi Carey, Lois Husted, Ellie Ebeling
Samantha Yoder
Natalie Yoder
Pastor Michael Schmid, Elaine Zimmerman, Flynn Irwin
Roger Mahlandt, Jack Carey, Arvin Chaudhary
Thomas Cushing
Markus Obata
Georgia Bartelt
Jane Terra
Gracie Mello, Archie Schluter,
Rita Bresee
Angela D'Angelo, Ron Johnson
Sarah Praeger
Elena Bresee, Melissa Peterson
David Lloyd, Noel Schmutz
Pam Barker, Jane Barker
Will Obata, Matthew Bresee, Gomer Comfort Dog
Anavon Kennedy
Rebekah Kramer, Terry Braddock, Arianna Kampton,
Kelton Bresee
Clint Holdsworth, Ethan Harkleroad, Dean Bledsoe,
Robert Miller
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Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries

The birth of the Savior is celebrated again this year in Child of Promise, a joyful look
at the miracle of Jesus’ birth. From the beginning, foretold in Genesis and proclaimed
throughout the Old Testament, God announced the coming Messiah to a wayward
world. In Jesus Christ, that promise was fulfilled.
Each year Christians reflect on the hope God offers the world at Christmas. Born unto
us—God’s Son, our Savior—Jesus is the fulfillment of the Father’s promise to send a
Redeemer. Announced beforehand by the prophets, in the Christ Child we have the
forgiveness of our sins and the hope of life eternal. This God has given to us in
His Child of Promise.
Daily Devotions from LHM will help strengthen and encourage your faith as you do
the same for others. Have them delivered right to your inbox, podcast the audio
devotional, access them on your mobile device through the FREE app, or listen
with Spotify, iHeart Radio, Alexa, or Google Home. Seasonal Devotions
for Advent and Lent are available here in both English and Spanish. Perfect for
personal reflection or to share with family, friends and congregations, these seasonal
meditations will help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of these seasons.
Printed copies are available in the Narthex and outside the church office.
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Men, join us every Saturday morning for fellowship at 7:30 AM
and Bible Study at 8:00 - 9:00 AM
Call Ron Johnson
for information.

The Give+ Mobile App from VANCO shut down 1 Oct
21 and will no longer be available for download as a
mobile app. The new app is called VANCO Mobile.
Giving through Vanco Moblie is easy! Just download
the new app and create a new user profile in VANCO
Mobile.
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Our weekly sermons are available on the St. John’s website at: www.stjohnslutheran.net.
Visit our school website at: www.stjohnsnapa.org
Facilities Calendar Link: https://teamup.com/ks059311afd6a21c57
@sjlcnapa

@sjlcnapa

@stjohnsnapa

https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/248942728988437/st-johns-lutheranchurch/

Church
Phone: (707) 255-0119
Fax: (707) 255-3041
Email: churchoffice@stjohnslutheran.net

School
Phone: (707) 226-7970
Fax: (707) 226-7974
Email: czeller@stjohnsnapa.org

Rev. Michael A. Schmid, Lead Pastor (ext. 122)
Mr. Tim Kramer, Business Administrator (ext. 121)
Mrs. Christy Kramer, Church Office Manager, (ext. 120)
Mr. Kevin Mathison, Dir. of Youth Ministry (ext. 106) or 255-7451

Mrs. Christy Wood, Principal (ext. 103)
Mrs. Cindy Zeller, School Office Manager (ext. 101)
Mrs. Janis King, Director of Preschool and Children’s Ministry (107)
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