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Better Together 

A Serving Body 
September 19, 2021 

As We Gather 
We continue our series “Better Together” focusing on what it means to be a congregation.  We 
are looking at the Biblical metaphors and images for the local Church, and seeking to apply 
these truths to our lives, both individually and as a congregation.  Along the way, we are 
inviting your participation in activities and events designed to bring us together as a Church, so 
that we can rediscover the Biblical truth that as the people of God, we are “better together.” 
 
Today we consider that we are one body consisting of many parts.  Each part is needed and has 
a role to play in serving for the common good.  Each has been gifted by God in order that we 
might work together as one, with Christ as our head, for the sake of God’s mission and for His 
glory.  How have you been equipped to serve? 
 

Welcome 
  

 “Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings”        LSB 782
Gracious God, You send great blessings  
New each morning all our days.  
For Your mercies never ending,  
For Your love we offer praise.  
Lord, we pray that we, Your people  
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim,  
Through the sharing of Your blessings  
May bring glory to Your name.  
 
By Your Word you formed creation  
Filled with creatures large and small;  
As we tend that endless measure  
May our care encircle all.  
Lord, we pray that we, Your people  
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim,  
Through the sharing of Your blessings  
May bring glory to Your name.  
 
 

In His earthly life, our Savior  
Knew the care of faithful friends; 
 May our deeds of dedication  
Offer love that never ends.  
Lord, we pray that we, Your people  
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings  
May bring glory to Your name.  
 
Heav’nly Father, may our caring  
Bear the imprint of Your grace,  
With the Son and Holy Spirit,  
Praise be Yours in ev’ry place!  
Lord, we pray that we, Your people  
Who Your gifts unnumbered claim, 
Through the sharing of Your blessings 
May bring glory to Your name. 

(From LSB Divine Service 2, page 167) 
Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

 
Confession and Absolution 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
C: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.      (1 John 1:8-9) 
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Silence for self-examination on our need for the cross of Christ 
 

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to 
the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to 
become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who 
has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.              (John 20:19-23)       

C: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer 
P:  Let us pray… 
C:  Amen

 
Readings 

First Reading:   Psalm 133 
How can a young person stay on the path of purity? 

    By living according to your word. 
10 I seek you with all my heart; 

    do not let me stray from your commands. 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart 

    that I might not sin against you. 
12 Praise be to you, LORD; 

    teach me your decrees. 
13 With my lips I recount 

    all the laws that come from your mouth. 
14 I rejoice in following your statutes 

    as one rejoices in great riches. 
15 I meditate on your precepts 

    and consider your ways. 
16 I delight in your decrees; 

    I will not neglect your word. 

 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 12:7-31 
Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of 
the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation 
of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each 
one, just as he determines. 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 

15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would 
not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not 
an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the 
body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the 
body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where 
would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I 
don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable 
parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to 
the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 
part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in 
the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 
healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all 
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in 
tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 

And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 
Alleluia      
 
People: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A7-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28648c
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Holy Gospel: Mathew 20:20-28 
Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a 
favor of him. 
 
21 “What is it you want?” he asked. 
 

She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your 
left in your kingdom.” 
 
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am going 
to drink?” 
 

 “We can,” they answered. 
 
23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for 
me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father.” 
 
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called 
them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You O Christ 

 
 
Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one 
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Children’s Message 
 
 
Sermon                                                           “A Serving Body” 

 
 
Offering 

 
 
 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the live chat. 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 

 
 

Service of Holy Communion 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary   . . . 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s People and Families  

Doug, Terry, Mariah, & Doug Braddock 

Bob, Lisa, Gunnar, & Soren De Young 

Clint & Beverly Holdsworth 

Mike & Jan Newton 

Scott, Autumn, & Abigail Zimmerman 

Brian, Liliana, Lucas, & Sophia Bennett 

Tanya Mahaphon, Kevin & Kepler Donohoe 

Joseph, Nell, & Jacqueline Greenberg 

Guy, Megan, & Grant Meyers 

Jakob and Vivian Sweet 
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The Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
 
Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen.        (Take and drink)
 

 
 
 
Communion Hymns  

“You are My Vision” 
You are my vision O King of my heart 
Nothing else satisfies only You Lord 
You are my best thought by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping Your presence my light 
  

You are my wisdom You are my true word 
I ever with You and You with me Lord 
You're my great Father and I'm Your true son 
You dwell inside me together we're one 
 

You are my battle-shield sword for the fight 
You are my dignity You're my delight 
You're my soul's shelter and You're my high 
tower 

Come raise me heavenward O Power of my 
power 
 

I don't want riches or man's empty praise 
You're my inheritance now and always 
You and You only the first in my heart 
High King of heaven my treasure You are 
 

High King of heaven when victory's won 
May I reach heaven's joy O bright heaven's Son 
Heart of my own heart whatever befall 
Still be my vision O Ruler of all 
 

Heart of my own heart whatever befall 
Still be my vision O Ruler of all 
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 “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way”     (LSB 857) 
Lord, help us walk Your servant way  
Wherever love may lead  
And, bending low, forgetting self,  
Each serve the other’s need. 
 

 2. You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord,  
But pow’r You laid aside.  
You lived Your years in servanthood  
In lowliness You died.  
 

3. No golden scepter but a towel  
You place within the hands  

Of those who seek to follow You  
And live by Your commands.  
 

4. You bid us bend our human pride  
Nor count ourselves above  
The lowest place, the meanest task  
That waits the gift of love. 
 

5. Lord, help us walk Your servant way  
Wherever love may lead  
And bending low, forgetting self.  
Each serve the other’s need. 

 
 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
Blessing

 “Build Your Kingdom Here”
Come set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
We are Your Church 
We need Your pow'r in us 
 
We seek Your Kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captives' hearts released 
The hurt the sick the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause 
We are Your church 
We pray revive this earth 
 

Chorus 
Build Your Kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here we pray 
 
Unleash Your Kingdom's pow'r 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the Kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
We are Your Church 
We are the hope on earth
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Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

How can we be better together this week? 
 

 Spend some time prayerfully considering how God has gifted you:  your skills, your experiences, 
your interests and passions, your gifts and trainings.  Consider the needs you see around you. 

 Ask God to show you how He wants you to serve in and through your congregation at this time. 
 Plan to attend the Ministry Fair on October 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit  

is given for the common good.  

 

1 Corinthians 12:7 

 

Serving in Worship Today 
 

Preacher                                    Rev. Michael A. Schmid 

Lay Readers Kristi Carey, Brett Carey 

Sound Technician Bill Clark 

Streaming Technician Martin Meissenhalter, Joshua Wright, Joel Wahlers 

Communion Assistants Mike Newton, Hayden Kirk, Gerry Schneider 

Worship Preparation Team  Doris & Bob Klein, Betsy Gewirz  

Ushers     Clint & Bev Holdsworth 

 Projection Technicians Steve Dierker 

Organist Erin Blackwood 

Musicians  Steve & Judi Rock, Heidi Newman,  

 Pastor Mike & Teresa Schmid, Jacob Bartelt 
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