
March 3 
 

God of the Cross 
A Loving God 

 
As We Gather 
The cross is the primary Christian symbol.  Why is it so important?  Only Christianity has a cross. 

And for Christianity, everything is about the cross.  Only our God is God of the Cross.  What 

does this mean? 

 

Tonight we see in the cross that our God is a loving God.  The love of God is most accurately and 

completely displayed for us in the cross of Christ.  The love of the Father moved Him to offer up 

His son for us.  The Son’s love for His Father and for us moved Him to go to the cross.  Love is 

not shaped as a heart, but rather as a cross. 

 

Welcome 

 

“O Christ, You Walked the Road” (LSB 424) 
1 O Christ, You walked the road 
Our wand’ring feet must go. 
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r 
And fought our ancient foe. 
 

2  No bread of earth alone 
Can fill our hung’ring hearts. 
Lord, help us seek Your living Word, 
The food Your grace imparts. 
 

3 No blinding sign we ask, 
No wonder from above. 

Lord, help us place our trust alone 
In Your unswerving love. 
 

4 When lures of easy gain 
With promise brightly shine, 
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first; 
Our wills with Yours align. 
 

5 O Christ, You walked the road 
Our wand’ring feet must go. 
Stay with us through temptation’s hour 
To fight our ancient foe. 

 

Invocation 
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
C: Amen. 
 
Responsive Reading 
P: We adore You, O Christ, and we praise You.  
C: Because, by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the world. 
 

P: He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 
against us and condemned us;  

C: He has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. (Colossians 2:14-15) 
 

P: He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross 
C: so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; (1 Peter 2:24) 
 

P: May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
C: through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14) 
 



P: And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. 

C: For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.  (Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 

Prayer 

 

 

Readings 

 

1st Reading:  Psalm 103 

Praise the LORD, my soul; 
    all my inmost being, praise His holy name. 

2 Praise the LORD, my soul, 
    and forget not all His benefits— 

3 who forgives all your sins 
    and heals all your diseases, 

4 who redeems your life from the pit 
    and crowns you with love and compassion, 
5 who satisfies your desires with good things 

    so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
 

6 The LORD works righteousness 
    and justice for all the oppressed. 

 
7 He made known His ways to Moses, 

    His deeds to the people of Israel: 
8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

    slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9 He will not always accuse, 

    nor will He harbor His anger forever; 
10 He does not treat us as our sins deserve 

    or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

    so great is His love for those who fear Him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, 

    so far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
 

13 As a father has compassion on his children, 
    so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him; 

14 for He knows how we are formed, 
    He remembers that we are dust. 
15 The life of mortals is like grass, 

    they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, 

    and its place remembers it no more. 
17 But from everlasting to everlasting 

    the LORD’s love is with those who fear Him, 



    and His righteousness with their children’s children— 
18 with those who keep His covenant 

    and remember to obey His precepts. 
 

19 The LORD has established His throne in heaven, 
    and His kingdom rules over all. 

20 Praise the LORD, you His angels, 
    you mighty ones who do His bidding, 

    who obey His word. 
21 Praise the LORD, all His heavenly hosts, 

    you His servants who do His will. 
22 Praise the LORD, all His works 

    everywhere in His dominion. 
Praise the LORD, my soul. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

2nd Reading:  1 John 4:7-10 

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of 

God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how 

God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live through 

Him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son as an atoning sacrifice 

for our sins. 

This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

 

 

Holy Gospel:  John 15:9-17 
 “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now remain in My love. 10 If you keep My 

commands, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commands and remain in His 

love. 11 I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My 

command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 

one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you 

servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 

everything that I learned from My Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me, but I 

chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that 

whatever you ask in My name the Father will give you. 17 This is My command: Love each other. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You O Christ 

 

 

Sermon    “A Loving God” 

 



(Confirmation students begin small group time) 

 

“How Deep The Father’s Love For Us” 

How deep the Father's love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 
Behold the Man upon a cross 
My sin upon His shoulders 
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers 

It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished 
His dying breath has brought me life 
I know that it is finished 
  
I will not boast in anything 
No gifts no power no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

 

 

Offering 
 

Prayers 

Please add your prayer requests to the live chat 

 

Thanksgivings 

Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Petitions 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 



“What Wondrous Love Is This” (LSB 543) 

1 What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this 
That caused the Lord of bliss  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my 
soul,  
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
sinking down,  
When I was sinking down, sinking down,  
When I was sinking down  
Beneath God's righteous frown,  
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my 
soul,  
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul!  

 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;  
To God and to the Lamb,  
Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will 
sing;  
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll 
sing on;  
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;  
And when from death I'm free  
I'll sing His love for me,  
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on;  
And through eternity I'll sing on.  

 

 

 

 

Please join us for upcoming Lent Midweek Services 

 

March 10 A Hidden God The cross does not look like God saving the world, 
but it is.  Our God’s identity and work are often 
hidden behind images of weakness and loss. 
 

March 17 A Suffering God Our God is no stranger to suffering.  The cross 
shows us our God as a victim of suffering. 
 

March 24 A Calling God The cross is also the shape of our lives when we 
respond to Christ’s call to take up our cross and 
follow Him. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS / COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
CCLI License # 665004 

All music used by permission 
  

“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” by Stuart Townsend © 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian 

Music Publishing) 

 

 
 

 

 

 


