Never Fear, Jesus Is Here!
Luke 24:1-12, 36-49

Bible Point
jesus FesSCcuUas us.

Purpose

ft's news too wonderful to tell only once a year at Easter—Jjesus

is alive! Imagine Jesus’ followers' joy when they got their friend
back. And this good news matters to us today, too. Friendship with
Jesus brings hope during despair. Friendship during lonely times.
And joy no matter what. Jesus rescues us from a purposeless life
without reason or hope.
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It's hard to explain sin to a young child, and it can be tricky for little
ones to really understand why they need Jesus to rescue them.

But that doesn't mean this good news isn't for them. Many young
kids do know what it's like to feel sad after a pet or someone they
tove dies. And, on the other hand, they do know what it’s like to

be so happy to see a cherished friend again. As you teach this
lesson, know that friendship with Jesus really matters in their lives
right now, even if they don't quite understand all the theological
ramifications of our risen Savior.

Prayer

Jesus, you are alivel Thanks for rescuing
me from a life lived only for me. 'm so
glad you're guiding my life and guiding
my time with your kids today. | Hove you,
i your name, amen,

Prep

{1 Option Cards* O Music CD* {1 "Jesus Comes Back to L] Game: several inflated
O Forever Float: waterproof | L] Music Video DYD* Life” Bible Story poster* beach balls
containers, water, O] Buddy Video DVD* {0 Music CD* E1  Food-n-Friendship: snack,
sponges in various sizes O Guac Bible Memory (7 Guac Bible Memory napkins, hand cieanser,

Music CD*, media player

[J  Happy Blocks: building Buddy poster* Buddy stickers*
blocks . (% per child) L1 Coloring Creation:
[J media player O Bible (bookmark “lesus Comes Back to
[0 Bible (bookmark Luke 24:1-3, 6) Life” Coloring Creation
Titus 3.5) i pages* (1 per child),
L media player crayons, construction
[ container of spice (like paper, child-safe
cinnamon or nutmeg) scissors, glue sticks,

Music CD*, media player

* in your Simply Loved Kit %




Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connacts kids to the
Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choose. Crew
Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!
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Now's a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce
today’s Bible discoveries.

Supphes
+ Bible

+ Music CD
"Hellg, My Friends”
Welcome « Music Video DVD

Hello, friends! Seeing you all makes me want tajump for joy! Let's ail jump up “God Is Good”
and sing our weicome song. music video

“Rescue Me”
music video

* Buddy Video DVD

Let's say hello to our Crew Guides. They're our go-to-friends who are here to Guac Bible Memory

have fun and learn along with us. Buddy video
(Week 4)

) . + media player
Bible Point * Guac Bible Memory
Buddy poster

¢ Kids ali jump up to give their Crew Guides really high-fives,

Yippee! I'm so glad that jesus rescues us, That's our Bibie Point today. Every
time you hear the words “jesus rescues us,” hold out your arms at your sides
(demonstrate) and say, “Yay, Jesus!” Let's try that together.

Repeat the Bible Point several times, inviting kids to follow along.

Yay, Jesus!




When you rascus someong, you help them. in good times, had timas, happy
times, and sad timas, our God is with us and is ready to help us. Let's sing
ahout thay!

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse

It's time to talic to our friend Buzzly Bes, He helps us beee
close friends with Jesusi! Let's call for Buzzly. Do what | do!

% Flap hands quickly like a bee.
% Make buzzing sounds.

Guacis an iguana, and he told us he's a good swimmer. Lat's swim up to our
Guac poster, give him a high-five and say “fesus rescues us,” and then swim
hack to our Connect Crews,

# Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster.
# Have kids "swim" to Guac and back to their seats.

= Show the Bible. The Bible is God's true story of love. Our Bible Memory
L11 Verse comes from the Bible. Let's say our Bible verse together. Il say a

iine, and then you repeat after me.

“He saved us, (extend arms out at your sides to form o cross)

not because of the righteous things we had doae, (shake head no)
but hecause of his mercy.” (give yourself a hug)

(Titus 3:5)

Mercy is ke forgiveness. We can always pray and ask Jesus to rescue and
fargive us, Let's sing a song and do that now.

‘g saved ys, B0l
peemish of the
riglesis things
we hod done, but
heconin of Bl MEIEY.
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Hold up a Bible. Today our Bible story telis how jesus rescues us. (Yoy Jesusl)
We'll find out about something amazing he did.

# Have everyone get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect
Crews.

€ Tell about something amazing you've done. invite Crew Guides to share
first.

% Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

It sounds like you all are pretty amazing, but what jesus did is the most
amazing thing ever. Jesus had died, and his friends were sad. Jesus’ friends
put his body in a tomb until they couid get it ready for a real burial. A tomb is
like a cave. Back then, they often put pecple’s bodies inside caves.

&2 Tell what you know about caves.

% Take a few responses,

The tomb they put Jesus’ body in had a huge rock in front of it. It took more
than one soldier to roll it there. Do this with me.

: Pretend to look around inside a tomb.

» Count to three, and have kids make pushing motions with their arms as if
they're rolling something.

Good, The tomb is closed now, and Jesus’ body will be safe. A couple days
later, Jesus’ friends went to take care of his body. These women brought
spices to put on Jesus’ body. Hold up the container of spice you brought, and
quickly walk it around so each child can smell.

# Invite kids to tell what the spice smells like to them.

But Jesus’ friends didn't get a chance to use the spices. Let’s read and find out
what happened!

F Read aloud Luke 24:1-3.

=t

Oh, my! Jesus’ body was gone! Act this out with me,
% Pat legs as if walking.
# Spot the open tomb and show surprised faces.

% Pat legs as if running into the tomb.
% Cover mouth to show worry that Jesus’ body isn't there,

Supplies
+ Bible
+ "lesus Comes Back

to Life” Bibie Story
poster

+ container of spice
(like cinnamon or
nutmeg)




The women ware so confused. Then suddenly two men appearead, drassad in
glowing robes. They were angels from God! They had a special message for the
wamen, Listan {0 what they said about jJesus.

Read aloud Luke 24:6.

jesus diad, but then he came back to life! He beat death! Celebrate by clapping,
cheering, jumping, or dancing.

The women remembered that Jesus had said he'd come back, and they ran
to teil Jasus’ other friends. Some of the men didin't believe tham, but Peter
jumped up and ran. When Pater got to the tomb, he saw jesus wasn't there,
Lei's preiend o be Peter.

% Have kids sit on one end of the room,

2 As s00n as you say, “Jesus is alive!” kids jump up and run to the opposite side
and pretend to fook for Jesus.

% Repeat several times.

Sure enough, Jesus’ body wasn't there. Peter went home, wondering about
what had happened,

# FHave everyone scratch their heads and then sit with their Crews again.

Later, Peter and some of jesus’ sther friends were meeting together. Suddenly
Jesus appeared! He really was alivel At first his friends were scared, but Jesus
taiked to them and ate with them and helped them understand that he was
really alive, Imagine the joy and happiness they feit, having their friend back?

% Have everyone high-five a friend and say, "Welcome back!”

We can be joyful and happy, too, because Jesus came back to fife. When we're
friends with jesus, we'll get to live with him forever in heaven semeday. Even
though death is sad, there's hope and joy knowing that our friend Jesus is
with us now. And semeday we'll get £o be with him in heaven! Let's talk in our
Connect Crews again,

% Have everyone return to their knee-to-knee circles.

%2 How does Jasus make you happy? Share an exampie from your own life
before Crews begin talking.

¢ After you share, invite Crew Guides to share first in their Crews.

fesus vescyes us. Yoy, Jesus!) That brings oy to my haaril Do this with me,
= Crouch down low.

Ty

# Say jasus rascuss g

& Jump as you say, "Yay, fesus!”




Supplies: several inflated beach
balls

2 Pair up Crews, and have
them stand on opposite
sides of the room.

% Give Crews on one side a
beach ball.

# On "go," one child from a
Crew with a beach bali rolls it
to the other Crew.

& (Once across, another child
wili roll it back to the first
Crew again.

Continue relaying and rolling
the bail back and forth.

% if time allows, play again.

We rolled the beach balls, and
God rolied away the stone in
front of Jesus’ tomb. jesus is
alive, and jesus rescues us. (Yay,
Jesus!) Toss beach balls into the air,
and encourage kids to joyfully try
to keep them in the air for a few
minutes. Each time they bop a ball
they can shout, “Yoy, fesus!”

Supplies: snack, napkins, hand
cleanser, Music CD, media player

2 Give a napkin to a friend and
say, "lesus rescues us.”
(Yay, jesusl)

% Eat snack together.

& When we pray, we talk
with Jesus. Who has
something we can talk
with jesus about?

% Pray together.
fesus rescues us. (Yay, jesus!) Qur

tummies are full and happy, so
let’s joyfully clean up our snack,

Supplies: "Jesus Comes Back to
Life” Coloring Creation pages (1
per child), crayons, construction
paper, child-safe scissors, glue
sticks, Music CD, media player

Jesus rescuss us. (Yay, fesus!) He
died and came back to life so we
can be his friends forever!

Talk about What kids see on
the page.

&

Color the picture.

Cut a round construction-
paper "stone.”

i

Glue the stone beside the
tomb.

Play music as kids create.

o P R




Suppiiss

* Music CD
“Goodhye, My
Friends”
“His Mercy”
(Titus 3:5a)

+ media player

*+ Guac Bible Memory

Buddy stickers
(1 per child)

it's almost time to say goodbye. Let's sing our goodbye song as we join hands
and make one big circle!

Jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) He made a way for us to be his friends forever.
So if we feel sad, he'll always be with us. Or if we feel happy and joyful, he’s
still always with us. jesus is a friend who helps us now and forever,
% Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster, and remind kids that Guac helps us
remember jesus rescues us. (Yay, fesus!)
# Invite Crew Guides to give each child a Guac sticker by having kids jump for
joy before handing them a sticker.
& As they give stickers, Crew Guides say, “lesus rescuss you, [child's namel].”

Tell kids they can wear their stickers now or wait untif they get home.

» Do Bible Memory Verse motions and move to the music!
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Bible Point
Jesus rascues us...and fills us with joy!

Purpose

imagine being first at the tomb that morning. Making their way in the
faint early morning light, the women must have been filled with both
sorrow and dread. Their friend, the One who they thought was the
Messiah, was dead. And hope had died with him. Now all they had was
the not-so-glamorous task of preparing his body for burial.

fn an instant, though, sorrow was turned to surprise. Surprise to wonder,
And wonder to excitement. Imagine their words as they rushed to tell the
disciples what they had seen and heard. When they arrived, it was a true
case of "I guess you had to be there.” Without having seen the empty tomb,
without seeing and hearing the angels’ news, the disciples simply could not
believe it could be true. Except for Peter, who ran to see for himself, But
perhaps even he wasn't convinced yet.

It took Jesus himself appearing in their midst for his friends to finally
accept the truth: Jesus had come back to life!

Today you have the privilege of telling your kids this amazing, life-
changing story. Even if kids have heard it before—and even if it's not
Easter Sunday—you can help cement for them that jesus’ sacrifice was
real, his love for them is real every day, and his rescue lasts forever,

Prep

Never Fear,
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(O Option Cards* ]
(3 Hop Ping-Pong: 0O
0
[}

countdown video* 0
Music Video DVD*

poster*
Buddy Video DVD*

ping-pong balls

{0 Flower Power: paper Guac Bible Memory

Buddy poster*

3 markers

*in your Simply Loved Kit

“lesus Comes Back
to Life" Bible Story

3 Guac Bible Memory
Buddy stickers*

{1 per child}
L media player £} Take-lt-Home Flyers#®
{1 Bible (bookmark {Unit 3, Week 4)
Titus 3:5) {1 per child)

f1 Bible {bockmark Luke
24:2, 5-7, 36-37, 45-47)

[0 large sheets of paper
{1 per Crew}

{1 Explore More: Bibles,
party decorations,
either snacks or a fun
party game, upbeat
music, media player

{0 Game: no supplies




Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time togethar. Each activity connects kids to the
Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choosa, Crew
Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!
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Now's a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce
today's Bible discoveries,

=
Supplies
* Bible

+ media player
Hi, everyone! It's so good to see you today. Today we're discovering more about ~ * Musc Video DVD

Jesus and how he rescues us. Are you ready? Let's start with a song! “Good in Every
Way” music video

"Rescue Me”
music video

Bible Point “God Is for Me”
music video

* Buddy Video DVD
Guac Bible Memory

Today we're discovering Jesus rescues us, Every time you hear someone say,
"jesus rescues us,” you'll do what 1 do, I'lf show you!

2 Extend your arms at your sides as you look up, smile, and say, "Yay, jesus!” Buddy video
£ Repeat several times. {Week 4)
+ Guac Bible Memory

Buddy poster

Rescue can come in lots of different ways. If you go out too far in the ocean
and can’t get back to shore, a lifeguard comes to the rescue. Show me what
that looks like. Lead kids in swimming motions. %

If a building at your school catches on fire, firefighters come to the rescue.
Show me what that looks like. Lead kids in pretending to operate a fire hose.

And if you forget the book report you have to read at school today, your
mom may come to the rescue by delivering it. Lead kids in pretending to drive. S

Vay, &
Those were all good examples of being rescued. But the ways jesus rescues

us (Yay, Jesus!) are even better! If you're scared, Jesus is there to rescue you.
If you're upset, Jesus is there to rescue you. If you're lonely, Jesus is there to
rescue you.
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Let's ask Jesus Lo rescus us as we sing this seng,

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse

Let's check in with our Bible Memory Buddy. It's Guac the
iguanal Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster. How much do
you know about iguanas? Let's find out with a This-or-That
Challenge! You'll hear two fun facts ahout iguanas. it's up to
you to decide which Is true—this fact or thai!

% lguanas are excellent swimmers. How long can they
stay under water?

% Have everyone do the breaststroke to vote for this (15
minutes) or the backstroke to vote for that {30 minutes).

£ Make a drumroll sound by patting your thighs or the floor.

% Dramatically give the answer: iguanas can stay
underwater for up to 30 minutesi

Have everyone hold their breath for as long as they can and
after 10 seconds let out a big breath.

Watch the Guac Bible Memory Buddy video.

i

$

g?% Show the Bible, The Bible is God's true story of love! it's filled with all kinds
* 1 of amazing things God wants us to know about him and how we can live
in friendship with him. Which brings us to today's Bible Memory Versg—
Titus 3:5. Let's say the verse together. I'll say a ling, and then you repaat
after me.

“He saved us, (extend arms out at your sides to form a cross)

niot because of the righisous things we had done, (shake head no)
but becauze of his merey.” (give yourself o hug)

{Titus 3:5}

God's mercy is 9 amazing. It means he loves us, forgives us, understands us,
and has compassion for us. God loves us so much that he sent his only Son,
Jesus, to show us what real love and mercy ook lTke, jesus rescues us. (Yay,
Jesusl) Let’s celebrate with a song.




Supplies
+ Bible
+ "lesus Comes Back

Circle Up & Connect to Life" Bible Story
poster

Let's circle up and spend a little time simply getting to know each other in

smaller groups called Connect Crews. + large sheets of paper

{1 per Crew)
% Arrange kids into Connect Crews with one helper—or Crew Guide— - markers
per group.

Invite kids to sit in knee-to-knee circles with their Connect Crews.

i

Have kids give their Crew Guides and each other three pats on the back.

Have kids take turns saying their names and answering this question.
Crew Guides go first.

€ Tell about a time something turned out better than you thought it
would. What happened?

Experience the Bible Story

Lead kids in this interactive Bible story skit, demonstrating the actions as
you go along.

| can’t wait to share today’s Bible story—it’s the most important story ever!
But I'll need your help to tell it, so listen and do what | do.

Our story staris out on a really sad note. Show me your saddest face. Make
a sad face. Jesus, who had never done anything wrong—ever—hat heen
arrested, beaten, and sentenced to death. While his mother and friends
watched, they nailed him to a wooden cross and left him there to die.

But the story wasn't over. Early the next morning, a few women who had

been Jesus’ friends made their way to the tomb. Walk in place. They carried
spices to anoint Jesus’ body. Cup hands in front of you as you walk in place. When
they got to the tomb, something had changed. Listen.

% Read aloud Luke 24:2,
L

Come on, let's look inside the tomb. Stoop down and walk a few steps forward.
It wasn't what they saw inside the tomb that was so surprising; it was what
they didn't see. The tomb was empty! Jesus was gone! Stand up straight, and
place your hands on your cheeks in shock.

They stood there, stunned and confused. What was going on? Where was
Jesus? Hold palms up and shrug shoulders as if confused.

Suddenly two men in dazzling white robes appeared. They must have been
mega-dazzling-—maybe bright and shining like lightning—because the women
were terrified and fell to the ground on their faces. Kneel with your face to

the ground and cover your head with your hands. The Bible describes what

happened next.
oy

E Read aloud Luke 24:5-7.
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Suddanly, the womaean did remember! They rushed back to tell jesus' disciples
what had happened. Rapidly walk in place. When the disciples heard the naws,
it made no sense to them, The didn't believe it

Show the Bible Story poster. But Peter, one of the disciples, jumped up and ran
to the toib. Run in place. When he got there, he stooped to Isok inside. Stoop
and put your hands next to your eyes as if looking.

Hmm. There was only the linen that fesus’ body had been wrappad in.
Mothing else, Staggered by this, Peter walked away, wondering what had
happened.

But that stili wasn't the end of the story. Later, Jesus’ friends were together,
talking about the empty tomb and what it could mean. Then something
incredible happened! The Bibie says it this way.

firsng
Frapien

g%é Read aloud Luke 24:36-37.

Wowt! Jesus suddenly appeared to his friends! They were scared at first. Show
me your best scared face. Make a scared face.

So Jesus showed his friends the wounds on his hands and feet. Hold out your
hands, palms up. He even asked for something to eat! Then he reminded them
of what had been predicted about him. Let's read what happenad next.

=

==

141 Read aloud Luke 24:45-47.

H
Emmmmnd

Because jesus came back to life, we can be forgiven for our sins. jesus rescuss
us. (Yay, fesus!) We could never get rid of our sins on our own. We need jesus—
he's the only one who can rescue us. That's how much he loves us!

s

The Heart of the Matter

Remember the question you talked about before——about a time something
turned out batter than you thought it would? Well, {his story sure tuimned out
better than it looked at the staril

Jesus makes joy possible. Because of Jesus, we're forgiven! We can be close to
God, Bacause of Jesus, we're never alone and we're always loved, This news
makes me so thankful, Let's do something o thank jesus now,

% Form Connect Crew circles, and give each Crew a large sheet of paper
and markers.

s

% Have Crew Guides draw a large heart.
% Encourage Crews to write thank-you notes to Jesus inside the heart.

Have each Crew stand in a circle and together hold the poster in the center of
the circle,

Let's thanlk Jasus right now for resculng us and giving us joy. This can ha an
eyes-open prayer. As | pray, ook at the poster vou created, and thank jasus in
your owi heart. Lead in prayer.




' _Chfd_o_sé_;_on_e-.e_'o_;f_lﬁoth—-'bf i;'hese' activities to support kids’ Eearhihg'aﬂer Bible Discovery.

Supplies

+ Bibles, party decorations, either snacks or a fun
party game, upbeat music, media player

Let’s read a little more about the joy jesus gives us.

%;% Distribute Bibles, and help kids find and read
i1 1Peter 1.8-9,

We can't see Jesus, but we know he’s with us. We
can trust that he loves us. Because of fesus, we
can have glorious, inexpressible joy, now and
forever. | don't know about you, but | think that
sounds like something to celebrate!

& Have Connect Crews come together and help
decorate a table for a party.

& Let kids help set out decorations and snacks.
if you'd prefer not to serve snacks, play a fun
party game like Musical Chairs or Hot Potato
instead.

i

Play upbeat music in the background.

@

Let Crew members celebrate jesus' love by
simply having fun together.

jesus rescues us. (Yay, Jesus!) Because of Jesus, we
can have joy in our lives right now, and we can
have forever joy with God in heaven someday.
That really is something to celebrate every day!

Today we discovered the ultimate way that Jesus
rescuas us! (Yay, fesus!) Let's play a game where we
have to rescue each other.

% Play a game of Freeze Tag.
% Choose someocne it be "lt.”

# If It tags a player, that person must freeze in
place.

i

The frozen player can move again if another
player touches his or her head and says, “You're
rescued!”

% After a few minutes, choose a new player to be
It, and play again.

What was it like having to wait to be
rescued in this game?

You might have been impatient for someone to
come and rescue you. But in real life, you don't
have to wait for Jesus to rescue you. All you have
to do is believe in him. jesus rescues us (Yay, jesus!)
and fills us with joy.

127




Suppiies

+ Guac Bible Mernory
Buddy stickers
{1 per child)

+ Take-It-Home Flyers
(Unit 3, Week 4)

1 per chil ;
(1 per child) Have kids sit in knee-to-knee circles with their

Connect Crews.

Our Bible Memory Buddy Guac can remind us that Jesus rescues us. (Yoy,
Jesusi) Your'tt each receive a Guac sticker to help you remaember Jesus’ love
throughout your week. Maybe you can put your sticker on your backpack. Or
maybe you can give it to a friend or family membar to remind them of the joy
Jesus gives us. Crew Guides, give each person a sticker like this,

% Ask a willing child to help you demonstrate the following actions.

£

% Kids make heart shapes with their fingers.

i

As they place a Bible Mernory Buddy sticker in each child's heart hands,
Crew Guides say, "[Child's name], jesus rescues you and gives you joy.”

E

Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has received a sticker.

e fRICEY HEh

Jesus, our Rescuer, loves you. And he'll never stop loving you.

and (s us wih joyt
e ~ I'dlike to read you something about our friend jesus. As you fisten, pleass
| Bt  close your eyes and cross your hands over your heart. Pause. Thanks. Now

| R o - listen as 1 read about Jesus,

% Read the first section of the Unit 3, Week 4 Take-it-Home Flyer.

= Now Fll give you one of thase fiyars to help you talk ahout jesus' love in
your Connect Crews and at home, toe. Consider this practice time for
talking about jesus with your family at home.

Distribute Take-lt-Hormne Flyers to Crew Guides, and have them share about

their own friendship with Jesus as they answer the “Talk Starter” question and

then invite kids to share,

% Kids share prayer reguests—things they'd like to tell jesus—in their Conneact
Craws.

% Connect Crews pray together.

# Crew Guides distribute Take-fi-Home Flyers and follow the directions to help
kids fold the paper to "fly” home. L./
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Jesus rescues us... .
through God's power.

Oh no! The boat is sinking!

That's what Jesus’ disciples thought—and they were right! As they crossed a lake with
Jesus snoozing in the boat, a sudden storm sent lightning sizzling across the sky.
Thunder crashed around them, and a wild wind sent huge waves flooding over the sides
of the ship.

The disciples were powerless to save their lives-~until they woke jesus.

With one command, Jesus caused the storm to stop. Just...stop. Clouds rolled away, the
wind settled to a breeze, and waves calmly lapped at the sides of the boat.

That's what the power of God can do to storms; storms that threaten to sink soggy
disciples and storms that blow into your life, too.

Like when someone’s mad at you, or it's you who's upset. Or when you do your best and
still fail to make the team or pass the test. Or when actual storms mess with you and the
people you love,

Jesus can—and will—calm your storms if you ask. After all, he’s in the boat with you
when storms come. That's how much he loves you.

You may get wet, but you won't have to be afraid. God's power is bigger than any storm!
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Who is someone you
know who is going
through stormy times?
What's going on? Pause
to pray for that person, |
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God's power is bigger than any storm we face.
See Psalm 28:7 and Ephesians 6:10.
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Fold a fan, then hold the bottom tight and let
the top fan out. Take it horne and use jt -~~=—"""""~
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Here's how:
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Jesus Forgives the Thief on the Cross
ke 232249

§ i

“"He saved us, not berause of
the righteous things

P e ~ we had done,
s, L - S but because of
S e T T e his mercy.”
o : 3 R (Titus 3:5)
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Jesus rescues us... |
even when we dont deserve it

When Jesus was on a cross, he was between two criminals who were also
being crucified. Though jesus hadn't done anything wrong, both criminals had.
According to the law, they were getting the punishment they deserved.

13
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One made fun of Jesus. The other knew who jesus was and asked Jesus to 5
remember him when jesus came into his Kingdom. i

Jesus forgave the second criminal. Just like that. Right there on the spot. Which ;
means Jesus rescued him, making a way for that guilty person to go to heaven. y

Did he deserve to be forgiven? No. ¢

But Jesus doesn't wait for you to deserve his forgiveness. He doesn't say you /
have to shape up to earn his love. if you ask Jesus to forgive you, he'il do it. He'll

i

!

rescue you, too, You start a friendship with him now that'll keep going forever in i
heaven someday. i

Even if you don't deserve it. A
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something you didn't
deserve-—something
good you didn't deserve,
What was it? How did
you feel?
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Can § help
you with
that?

== Explore Hore @ Homne

? God rescues us through Jesus! See Ephesians 2:8-9;
Romans 5:6-8; and john 3:16.
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Fold a flyer. Take it home, and along
with a family member . __.een T T T T e

Here's how:

2 Fold the paper in half #3 Unfold, then fold the top of the &) Fold the top edge down
lengthwise as shown. paper down about 2 inches, again to meet the bottom of
ey the previous fold.
e £
r 3 / -g’ ]

:3 Fold the folded edge one €9 Fold the top corners down and (& Fold the plane in half
more time to meet the away from you. toward you.
bottom of the previous fold.

~
]

{3 Take aim, and let it flyl

With the point at the top,
fold the wings down on
each side.

3 Fold up the edges of the wings,

)
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Jesus rescues us...
and fills us with joy!

it was the best news ever!

Walking to the tomb where Jesus’ body had been laid, the two women trudged
slowly, stump-shouldered and sad. But on their way back, they almost flew—an
excited, laughing, celebrating streak of joy all the way home.

They couldn't wait to tell others: jesus was alive! He'd rescued them, he could rescue
others, and death was dead-—it was a miroclel

That's what joy does: it straps wings to your feet and lets you fly. It's good news you
can't wait to share,

And that’s the joy Jesus wants to give you.

On cloudy days when nothing goes right and the zipper on your backpack breaks and
your friend tells you he's moving away—there’s joy.

On sunny mornings when it feels like everything's right with the world—there's joy.

Because joy doesn’t depend on how you feel or what's happening around you. It
depends on jesus!

lesus rescues you—with joy!
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Tell about a time you
felt joyful. When was
it? What do you think
caused you to feel joy?

== Explore More @ Home

%&3 God rescues us and gives us joy! See Romans 15:13;
Galatians 5:22; and Proverbs 17:22.
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Jesus Comes Back to Life
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Foid a flyer. Take it home, and along
with a parent or friand,

e R
i,
Here's how:
Fold the paper in half £ Unfold, and then fold the top &3 Fold the peak toward you
lengthwise as shown, two corners to the center line about an inch from the
to create flaps. bottom of the paper.
Ty p pap
€3 Fold both top cornersinto {3 Fold the little tip over the 3 Fold the plane in half.
the center line, flaps at the center so they
stay in place.
)
Sy i
R —

Fold the wings down,

£3 rold up the edges of
each wing.

» Take aim, and let it fly!
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