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Genealogy: Jesus’s and Ours 

 “Jesus: The Son of Abraham” 
December 6, 2020 

 
As We Gather 
The Gospel of Matthew begins with the genealogy of Jesus.  These opening verses are far more 
than a list of names:  The family tree of Jesus points to His identity and to the nature of His 
mission.  Our Advent Worship series focuses on this genealogy and the truths it reveals for our 
lives today. 
 
People who research their ancestry often hope to discover that they are related to some great 
historical figure.  The genealogy of Jesus, recorded in Matthew, goes back two thousand years 
to Abraham.  Jesus is the fulfillment of the promise God made to Abraham that he would be the 
father of a great nation and that all peoples on earth would be blessed through him.  “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Romans 4:3.  That same 
righteousness is ours as we believe in the Son of Abraham, and by faith are part of Abraham’s 
family tree. 
 
 

Welcome 
 

    “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”  (LSB 344)

 
Invocation 
 
Confession and Absolution    (from Divine Service IV, page 203)  
 
P   In the name of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen. 
 

P   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C   who made heaven and earth. 

 
P   If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C   But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P   Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive 

the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 
our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, 
word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 
people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C   Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. 
Amen. 

 
P   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
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you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen. 

 
 

 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”  (LSB 357)

                                                                                        
Readings 

 
First Reading:     Genesis 12:1-8 
 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 
household to the land I will show you.  2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.   3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”    
 
4 So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him.  Abram was seventy-five 
years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set 
out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 

6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem.  At 
that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 
offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the 
west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-7 
 
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this 
matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not 
before God. 3 What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.”  

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 5 However, to 
the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as 
righteousness. 6 David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to 
whom God credits righteousness apart from works:  7 “Blessed are those whose transgressions 
are forgiven, whose sins are covered.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Holy Gospel:  John 8:48-58 

The Jews answered Him, “Aren’t we right in saying that You are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?” 

49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor My Father and you dishonor 
Me. 50 I am not seeking glory for Myself; but there is One who seeks it, and He is the 
judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys My word will never see death.” 

52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that You are demon-possessed!  Abraham died and so 
did the prophets, yet You say that whoever obeys Your word will never taste death. 53 Are You 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do You think You 
are?” 

54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify Myself, My glory means nothing.  My Father, whom you claim as 
your God, is the One who glorifies Me. 55 Though you do not know Him, I know Him.  If I said I 
did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and obey His word. 56 Your father 
Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; he saw it and was glad.” 

57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to Him, “and You have seen Abraham!” 

58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to You O Christ! 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His 
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 
for us and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according 
to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one  
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the 
life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Children’s Message 
 
 
Sermon                                                   

 
 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the live chat 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
 
 

Offering 
 

The Service of Holy Communion 
 
Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary   . . . 
 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

 
 

Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen.                                   (Take and eat) 
 

Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 
forgiveness of your sins. 

People: Amen.        (Take and drink)
 
 
 
Communion Hymn                                    

  “Once He Came In Blessing” (LSB 333) 

Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Prayer 
 
 
Benediction

 “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” (LSB 338)

 

Hallelujah!  Hallelujah!  We’re going to see the King. 
Hallelujah!  Hall

Pastor:  Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Offering 

 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 

 

 

RightNow Media Recommendation for the Week 

BECAUSE OF BETHLEHEM 
MAX LUCADO 

 
A remarkable gift in an unremarkable package. 
 
A remarkable gift can arrive in an unremarkable package. One did in 
Bethlehem more than 2,000 years ago. No one expected God to come 
the way he did. Yet the way he came was every bit as important as the 
coming itself. The manger is the message. In this four-session video 
Bible study, Max Lucado explores how the One who made everything chose to make 
himself nothing for us. 
 

RightNow Media :: Streaming Video Bible Study : Because of Bethlehem : Max Lucado : 
Thomas Nelson  

 

 

 
 

St. John’s People and Families to Pray for This Week 
 

Matthew, Carly, Elena, Declan, Kelton, & Madeline Bresee 

Kyle, Melissa, & Ellie Ebeling 

Derek, Danielle, Wyatt, Rhys, Elena, & Flynn Irwin 

Florencia Palmaz & Nicholas Cromartie 

Rodney & Marie Skillings 

Thomas & William Caldwell 

Rob, Nicole, Scarlett, Sydney, & Jack Fuller 

Kristopher, Jamie, & Meila Laratta 

Trevor, Alyssa, & Sophie Pridmore 

Jay, Melissa, & Madeline Winkelhaus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Memory Verse for This Week 

 

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 

guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also 

to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 

 

Romans 4:16 

 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Speaker/1121
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/401796
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/401796

