
We Celebrate Jesus
(Matthew 1:18-24)An Angel Appears 

to Joseph 
Bible Point

We celebrate Jesus.

Purpose 
Who cared for baby you? Maybe it was a mom, a dad, a stepdad, 
a grandparent who’s like a parent, or a non-biological parent who 
welcomed you as their own. No matter the make-up, God creates 
families. He puts people in each other’s lives for a reason. 

God put Joseph in Jesus’ life for a reason. It’s through Joseph’s 
line that the Messiah came. God must have created Joseph to be 
a uniquely compassionate and loyal man, and that’s just the man 
Mary—and baby Jesus—needed. 

Young children’s worlds revolve around their family experience. 
They know they need care and help and comfort. Use this lesson 
to help kids discover Jesus’ family: his Father, who loves them so 
much; and his kind-of-stepfather, who cared for Jesus during his 
very first years on earth.

Prayer
Dear God, thank you for loving us and 
sending your only Son, Jesus, to be our 
Savior. Love these kids through me 
today. In Jesus’ name, amen.

 � Option Cards*

 � Christmas Trees: tissue 
paper, craft sticks, 
glue sticks, Glue Dots, 
markers, child-safe 
scissors

 � Tall Towers: plastic eggs, 
paper bag

 � Music CD* 

 � Music Video DVD*

 � Buddy Video DVD*

 � Olivia Bible Memory 
Buddy poster* 

 � media player

 � Bible (bookmark  
John 3:16)

 � “An Angel Appears to 
Joseph” Bible Story 
poster*

 � Music CD*

 � Olivia Bible Memory 
Buddy stickers*  
(1 per child)

 � media player

 � Bible (bookmark 
Matthew 1:20-21, 24)

 � Mary and Joseph 
figurines from a nativity 
(optional)

 � washable markers

 � wet wipes

 � Game: red, green, blue, 
and yellow construction 
paper; tape

 � Food-n-Friendship: 
snack, napkins, hand 
cleanser, Music CD*, 
media player

 � Coloring Creation: 
“An Angel Appears 
to Joseph” Coloring 
Creation pages (1 per 
child), crayons, small 
pieces of wrapping 
paper, glue sticks, Music 
CD*, media player

* in your Simply Loved Kit

Opening Options Sing & Play Bible Discovery & 
Goodbye Circle Apply-It Options

Prep

Christmas | Week 1

“For this is how God 
loved the world: He gave his 

one and only Son.” 
John 3:16
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Christmas Trees
Supplies 
•  tissue paper, craft sticks, glue sticks, Glue Dots, 

markers, child-safe scissors

Make and decorate Christmas tree ornaments. 

  Do you sleep well the night before 
Christmas? Why or why not?

  What do you hope to find under the 
Christmas tree on Christmas morning? 

Today we’ll hear a story about a man who was 
visited by an angel in a dream. The angel had 
news worth celebrating: Jesus would be born! 
We’ll celebrate Jesus, too! 

Tall Towers
Supplies
• plastic eggs, paper bag 

Separate the eggs, and then stack the halves to 
make tall towers. Make different color patterns and 
count the eggs in your tower. Place the eggs in a 
paper bag when you’ve finished.

 What has surprised you this week?

We usually see these colorful eggs only at 
Easter time, but today we used them in a fun 
and surprising new way. Today we’ll hear about 
another surprise for a man named Joseph, and 
we’ll celebrate Jesus.

Set up one—or both—of these intro activities to start your time together. Each activity connects kids to the 
Bible Point and to each other. Cut apart these Option Cards, and place one by each activity you choose. Crew 
Guides will follow the directions and build friendships with kids as they make discoveries together!

Opening Options
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Sing & Play
Welcome 
Hi, friends! Let’s spread some Christmas cheer. Show me your biggest, 
merriest smiles! Smile at kids. Wow! Let’s sing our welcome song and say hello 
to our friends.

“Hello, My Friends” (Music CD track 2)    

Now let’s say hi to our Crew Guides. They’re our go-to friends who are here to 
have fun and learn along with us. 

 ● Kids give their Crew Guides a high-five.

Bible Point
Today we’ll celebrate Jesus. Every time you hear the words “We celebrate 
Jesus,” make fists and then pop your hands open like fireworks and say, 
“Hooray, Jesus!” Let’s try that together. Repeat several times.

Celebrating Jesus is what Christmas is all about. Why? Well, I’ll tell you.  
Watch, and do what I do!

Jesus came to earth as a baby. (pretend to hold a baby)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Jesus is suuuper special. (give two thumbs-up)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

“The Cleanup Song” (Music CD track 1)  

Help kids transition by cleaning up before sitting with 
their Connect Crews. A Connect Crew is a smaller 
group of kids with one Crew Guide.

Supplies  

•  Bible

•  Music CD

  “Hello, My Friends”

•  Music Video DVD

    “What Child Is 
This?” music video

    “Joy to the World!” 
music video

•  Buddy Video DVD

   Olivia Bible 
Memory Buddy 
video (Week 1) 

•   media player

•   Olivia Bible Memory 
Buddy poster

Opening

Repetition cements learning, so be sure to say today’s 
Bible Point A LOT. Have fun with it! Kids will love 
listening for it and responding with “Hooray, Jesus!”

Hooray, Jesus!

Now’s a great time for Opening Options. Choose one—or both—to introduce 
today’s Bible discoveries. 
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Jesus loves us this much. (spread arms out wide)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Jesus is our friend. (hold hands over heart)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Repeat several times. 

Jesus was a very special baby because he is God’s Son. Let’s celebrate Jesus 
with a song.

“What Child Is This?” music video

Bible Memory Buddy & Verse
Let’s find out more about Jesus, the special baby, and see what 
our friend Buzzly Bee has to say. Bee-lieve me, he has good things 
to show us today. Let’s call for Buzzly. Do what I do! 

 ● Flap hands quickly like a bee.

 ● Make buzzing sounds. 

Olivia Bible Memory Buddy video (Week 1)         

We celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) Olivia the barn owl can remind us of love.

 ● Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster.

 ● Trace Olivia’s face to show that it’s the shape of a heart. 

 ● Show kids how to shape their hands into a heart shape. 

Olivia the barn owl’s face is shaped like a heart. God showed his love for us 
by giving us the best Christmas gift ever—Jesus! At Christmas, we celebrate 
Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) 

Show the Bible. The Bible is God’s true story of love! Our Bible Memory 
Verse comes from the Bible. Let’s say it together. I’ll say a line, and then 

you repeat after me.

“For this is how God loved the world: (make a heart shape with hands)
He gave his one and only Son.” (extend arm and hold up pointer finger)
(John 3:16)

I’m so glad God loves me. And I’m so glad God loves you. And I’m so glad God 
loves the whole world! Let’s sing another Christmas song. When we sing “Joy 
to the world, the Lord is come,” we’re talking about Jesus!

“Joy to the World!” music video

If kids like something, 
they’ll want to do it 
again! So embrace 
repetition and take 
time to repeat 
activities.

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son.”
(John 3:16)

Olivia
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We call helpers Crew 
Guides. If you lead a 
small class, you can 
be the Crew Guide. 
Simply gather kids in a 
cozy circle around you. 
If you have helpers, 
form smaller groups 
so each child can be 
known—and so kids 
can befriend your 
helpers, too! 

Bible Discovery
Today we’ll celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) People celebrate lots of special 
things. Let’s do some celebrating. Watch, and do what I do. 

 ● People celebrate when their team wins the game. 

 ● Pretend to wave pompoms and say “Hooray!” 

 ● People celebrate getting married. 

 ● Blow kisses and say “Hooray!”

 ● And people celebrate when babies are born. 

 ● Pretend to hold a baby and say “Hooray” like you’re talking to a baby.

Let’s talk more about babies in our Connect Crews.

 ● Get comfy and sit in knee-to-knee circles with Connect Crews.

 � Tell about a baby you know. Who cares for the baby? Invite Crew Guides 
to share first. 

 ● Crew Guides give thumbs-up when everyone has shared.

Hold up a Bible. Our Bible story today tells about a special baby. It’s Jesus! God 
sent his Son, Jesus, to earth to show how much he loves us. But babies can’t 
live by themselves. They need moms, dads, even brothers and sisters to take 
care of them.

So God gave Jesus a family. Jesus had a mom named Mary. Hold up Mary from a 
nativity scene (optional). And a dad named Joseph. Hold up Joseph from a nativity 
scene (optional). Hmm. You all need a Mary and Joseph, too. I know what we 
can do!

 ● Ask a Crew Guide to hold up two pointer fingers. 

 ● Use a washable marker to draw a smiley face on each pointer finger. 

 ● Explain that one finger is Mary and the other is Joseph! 

 ● Give each Crew Guide a washable marker. 

 ● Have Crew Guides draw “Mary” and “Joseph” on each child’s fingers.

Let’s see Mary and Joseph! 

 ● Have kids hold up one finger for Joseph. Wave at all the Josephs. 

 ● Have kids hold up their other finger for Mary. Wave at all the Marys.

God gave Jesus a family. But Mary and Joseph didn’t know God’s plan at first. 
Hold up your “Mary” finger. So God sent an angel to tell Mary. Let’s sing a little 
song about the angel’s message to Mary.

Supplies  

•   Bible

•   “An Angel Appears to 
Joseph” Bible Story 
poster

•   Mary and Joseph 
figurines from a 
nativity (optional) 

•   washable markers

•   wet wipes

It’s okay if kids 
would rather not 
have marker on their 
fingers; they can still 
pretend to be Mary 
and Joseph.
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Hold up and wiggle your Mary finger, and sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”

This is Mary. 
(This is Mary.)
Here I am! 
(Here I am!) 
Please take care of Jesus.
You will be his mommy.
Celebrate!
(Celebrate!)

Hold up your “Joseph” finger. While he was sleeping, Joseph got a message from 
an angel, too. Let’s sing to Joseph now!

Hold up and wiggle your Joseph finger, and sing to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”

This is Joseph.
(This is Joseph.)
Here I am! 
(Here I am!) 
Please take care of Jesus.
You will be his daddy. 
Celebrate! 
(Celebrate!)

Repeat the song so kids can catch on.

Now Joseph was asleep, and the angel talked to him in a dream. 

 ● Have “Joseph” lie down in the palm of your other hand. Wrap your fingers 
around him like a blanket, and have Joseph “sleep.”

Let’s read what the angel said to Joseph.

Read aloud Matthew 1:20-21.

The angel told Joseph to marry Mary and that her baby would be special. The 
angel even told Joseph what to name the baby—Jesus! We celebrate Jesus! 
(Hooray, Jesus!) 

 ● Have everyone make their Mary and Joseph fingers dance. 

 ● Have Josephs go back to sleep again.

The angel told Joseph what God would do. And then Joseph woke up! Let’s 
make our Josephs wake up. Do this with me. 

 ● Have kids repeat after you, “Joseph! Time to get up!” 

 ● Pull Joseph out of his bed and hold him up in front of you.

I wonder what Joseph did when he woke up? Let’s read and find out.

Read aloud Matthew 1:24.

Not a singer? No 
worries. Simply say 
each line instead, 
having kids repeat 
after you!

Read the verses 
from the Bible. 

You’re showing kids 
that God’s Word is 
special. And don’t 
worry; we’ve kept the 
verses short for young 
attention spans.

16 Pre-K & K | Holiday Year 1 | Christmas Week 1



Joseph did what the angel told him to do. He and Mary got married. 

 ● Hold pointer fingers so Mary and Joseph are beside each other. 

 ● Later, Mary and Joseph had to go to a town called Bethlehem. Let’s have 
Mary and Joseph travel this way. 

 ● Encourage everyone to march in place as they to move their fingers to the 
right. 

 ● Now let’s make Mary and Joseph travel that way! 

 ● Encourage everyone to march in place as they move their fingers to the left. 

 ● Have everyone sit down again.

Finally, when they arrived in Bethlehem, baby Jesus was born. Show the Bible 
Story poster.

Mary and Joseph were now Jesus’ mom and dad, and they took care of him. 
First they needed clothes, so they wrapped him in cloths. 

 ● Have everyone move their hands in circles as if wrapping.

Next they needed a crib! Hmm. But there wasn’t one around, so they put baby 
Jesus in a manger. 

 ● Have everyone cup their hands together to make a manger.

Look at your hands. Do you see your Mary and Joseph fingers? Wiggle them a 
little if you do. Pause.

Mary and Joseph were right there with Jesus. God had a special job for them. 
They took care of God’s one and only Son. Our Bible Memory Verse talks about 
Jesus. Let’s say it together again.

“For this is how God loved the world: (make a heart shape with hands)
He gave his one and only Son.” (extend arm and hold up pointer finger)
(John 3:16)

We celebrate Jesus! (Hooray, Jesus!) 

 ● Encourage everyone to say goodbye to Mary and Joseph.

 ● Distribute wet wipes for kids to wipe off the marker from their fingers.

       An Angel Ap
pears

         to Joseph
.                Matthew 1:18-24

Holiday 1, Unit 1, Week 1 

Illustrated by Dana Regan. Copyright © 2020 Group Publishing, Inc., Loveland, CO • group.com 
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Now’s a great 
time for Apply-It 
Options. Choose 
one or more that fit 
your time frame to 
support today’s Bible 
discoveries before the 
closing Goodbye Circle. 
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Game 
Supplies: red, green, blue, and 
yellow construction paper; tape

 ● Post a different color of 
construction paper in each 
corner of the room. Review 
each color and location. 

 ● Choose one child to be 
“Joseph.” Joseph will lie down 
in the center of the room 
with eyes closed and count 
to 10. Encourage a Crew 
Guide to count along. 

 ● While Joseph counts, 
everyone quietly chooses 
a corner of the room and 
moves to it.

 ● Joseph listens carefully, 
then calls out the color in 
the corner he thinks has the 
most people. 

Joseph didn’t dream about 
colors; he dreamed about an 
angel! Imagine how happy 
Joseph was when baby Jesus was 
born and they could celebrate. 
We celebrate Jesus, too! (Hooray, 
Jesus!)

Choose one—or all—of these activities to support kids’ learning after Bible Discovery.

Apply-It Options
Food-n-Friendship 
Supplies: snack, napkins, hand 
cleanser, Music CD, media player

 ● Give a napkin to a friend and 
say, “We celebrate Jesus.” 
(Hooray, Jesus!)

 
“God, You Are  

   So Good”  
   (Music CD track 3)     

 ● Eat snack together.

 � When we pray, we talk 
with Jesus. Who has 
something we can talk 
with Jesus about? 

 ● Pray together.

 ● Clean up the snack area.

I’m thankful for our snack. And 
I’m thankful that God gave 
us Jesus. At Christmas, we 
celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Coloring Creation
Supplies: “An Angel Appears to 
Joseph” Coloring Creation pages  
(1 per child), crayons, small pieces 
of wrapping paper, glue sticks, 
Music CD, media player

We celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, 
Jesus!)

 ● Identify and spell out the 
name “Jesus,” and remind 
kids that the angel told 
Joseph what to name the 
baby.  

 ● Help children decorate 
Jesus’ name with pieces of 
wrapping paper. They can 
tear the paper into small 
pieces and glue it to the 
letters. 

 ● Color baby Jesus. 

 ● Play music as kids create. 

“God So Loved the 
World” (John 3:16) 
(Music CD track 5)      

Pre-K & K, Holiday Year 1, Christmas Week 1
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An Angel Appears to Joseph

WE CELEBRAT
E JESUS.

Matthew 1:18-24
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Saying each child’s 
name in a loving way 
helps kids simply 
experience God’s love 
through you!

Supplies  

•   Music CD

     “Goodbye, My 
 Friends”

      “God So Loved the 
World” (John 3:16)

• media player
• Oliva Bible Memory 

Buddy stickers  
(1 per child)

 Goodbye Circle
It’s almost time to say goodbye. Let’s sing our goodbye song as we join hands 
and make one big circle!

“Goodbye, My Friends” (Music CD track 4)    

We celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) Why? Let’s celebrate again. Do this with me. 

Jesus came to earth as a baby. (pretend to hold a baby)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Jesus is suuuper special.  (give two thumbs-up)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Jesus loves us this much. (spread arms out wide)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

Jesus is our friend. (hold hands over heart)
So…we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!)

 ● Show the Bible Memory Buddy poster, and remind kids that Olivia helps us 
remember we celebrate Jesus. (Hooray, Jesus!) 

 ● Invite Crew Guides to give each child an Olivia sticker in the following way.

 ● Have kids cup their hands together like mangers. 

 ● Crew Guides will place a sticker in each “manger” and say, “Celebrate Jesus, 
[child’s name]!” 

“God So Loved the World” (John 3:16) (Music CD track 5)    

 ● Do Bible Memory Verse motions and move to the music. Fingers that were 
Mary and Joseph can wiggle, too!

“For this is how God 

loved the world: He gave hi
s 

one and only S
on.” 

John 3:16
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