St. John’s Lutheran Church

Mission

Leading people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ, His followers, and
His world. (Matthew 22:37-39)

Matthew 22:37-39

3 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 3your
soul and with all your mind.” * This is the first and greatest commandment. *°
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

Vision
Leading People Up: Growing intimacy with Jesus Christ (Galatians 2:20)

Galatians 2:20

“%| have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.
The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

e Knowing God more deeply through His Word, Worship, and Prayer
(Ephesians 1:17, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, Acts 2:42, 1 Timothy 2:1)

Ephesians 1:17

"I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father,
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better.

2 Timothy 3:16-17

1% All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, *” so that the man of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Acts 2:42
**They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer.

1 Timothy 2:1
| urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
be made for everyone.
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e Serving God as we use His gifts to His glory
(Romans 12:1, Ephesians 4:11-13, 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, Romans 12:6-7)

Romans 12:1

Therefore, | urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies
as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of
worship.

Ephesians 4:11-13

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, *to prepare God’s people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up *until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:4-7

*There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. ® There are different
kinds of service, but the same Lord. ® There are different kinds of working, but
the same God works all of them in all men. ” Now to each one the
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.

Romans 12:6-7

®We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is
prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith. ’ If it is serving, let him
serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; % if it is encouraging, let him encourage;
if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it
cheerfully.

Leading People In: Growing community with His followers (John 13:34-35)

John 13:34-35

<A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another. * By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.”

e Connecting to one another in meaningful relationships
(1 Corinthians 12:12-13, Ephesians 4:3-6, Romans 12:4)

1 Corinthians 12:12-13

> The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its
parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. * For we were all
baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
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Ephesians 4:3-6

*Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. *
There is one body and one Spirit— just as you were called to one hope when
you were called— ®one Lord, one faith, one baptism; ® one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all and in all.

Romans 12:4

*Just as each of us has one bod%/ with many members, and these members do
not all have the same function, ®so in Christ we who are many form one body,
and each member belongs to all the others.

e Loving one another by providing care, encouragement, and accountability
(1 John 4:11, Galatians 6:1-2, 1 Peter 4:8-10)

1John 4:11
! Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.

Galatians 6:1-2

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore
him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. * Carry each
other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.

1 Peter 4:8-10

¥ Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of
sins. ° Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. *° Each one should
use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering
God’s grace in its various forms.

Leading People Out: Growing priestly relationships with the people of the World
(Matthew 28:18-20)
Matthew 28:18-20
'® Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. *® Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, “°and teaching them
to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.

e Serving the real needs of people in our community
(Luke 10:30-37, Matthew 25:24-30, James 2:15-16)

Luke 10:30-37

*UIn reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,
when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat
him and went away, leaving him half dead. *! A priest happened to be going
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other
side. **So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
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the other side. ** But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was;
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. **He went to him and bandaged
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey,
took him to an inn and took care of him. * The next day he took out two silver
coinsand gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,” he said, ‘and when I
return, [ will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’

3¢ «“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell
into the hands of robbers?”

3 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”

Matthew 25:24-30

3 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world. * For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, |
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
invited me in, *®I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you
looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’

3" “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? ** When did we see
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? *When
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’

40 «The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

James 2:15-16

> Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. '° If one of you
says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing
about his physical needs, what good is it?

e Sharing the life-giving Gospel of Jesus Christ with those who don’t know
Him
(1 Peter 3:15-16, 1 Peter 2:9, Matthew 9:36-38)

1 Peter 3:15-16

>But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect, *° keeping a clear conscience, so
that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be
ashamed of their slander.

1 Peter 2:9

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out
of darkness into his wonderful light.
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Matthew 9:36-38

**\When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. ¥ Then he said to his
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. * Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”

e Supporting the growth of the Kingdom of God throughout the world

(Acts 1:8, Luke 24:46-48, Revelation 7:9)

Acts 1:8

® But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.”

Luke 24:46-48

*He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from
the dead on the third day, *” and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. “® You are
witnesses of these things.

Revelation 7:9

? After this | looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one
could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before
the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were
holding palm branches in their hands.
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