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Well, That Was Unexpected! 

The Unexpected Call of Isaiah 
May 10, 2020 

 
We continue our worship series: “Well, That Was Unexpected!”  We are looking at people from 
the Bible whom God led in surprising and unexpected ways. Their entire world was turned 
upside down, leaving them disoriented and cut off from the way things used to be. What can 
we learn from their stories that helps us in living out our story today? 
 

Today we consider God’s unexpected call of Isaiah.  God called Isaiah as a prophet through a 
dramatic vision of heavenly glory.  Well, that was unexpected!  Isaiah’s immediate reaction was 
a cry of repentance.  What does repentance have to do with the unexpected calls in our lives 
today? 
 

Welcome 
 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing” (LSB 475) 
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!  
Now is the triumph of our King!  
To all the world glad news we bring: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
The Lord of life is risen today.  
Sing songs of praise along his way.  
Let all the world rejoice and say: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Praise we in songs of victory 
that love, that life which cannot die,  
and sing with hearts uplifted high: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 
and sing today with one accord 
the life laid down, the life restored: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Invocation 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 
Confession 
Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

(silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination) 
 
Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name.  Amen 
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Absolution 
Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

“Oceans” 
 

You call me out upon the waters 
The great unknown where feet may fail 

And there I find You in the mystery 
In oceans deep my faith will stand 

 
And I will call upon Your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 
When oceans rise 

My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 

 
Your grace abounds in deepest waters 
Your sov'reign hand will be my guide 

Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 
You've never failed and You won't start now   

 
And I will call upon Your name 

And keep my eyes above the waves 

When oceans rise 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 
For I am Yours and You are mine 

 
Spirit lead me where my trust is without 

borders 
Let me walk upon the waters 
Wherever You would call me 

Take me deeper than my feet could ever 
wander 

And my faith will be made stronger 
In the presence of my Savior   (repeat twice) 

 
And I will call upon Your name 

And Keep my eyes above the waves 
My soul will rest in Your embrace 

I am Yours and You are mine 

 
 
 

Readings 
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the 

train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above Him were seraphim, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 
 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 

    the whole earth is full of His glory.” 
 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled 

with smoke. 
 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people 

of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 
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6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with 

tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your 

lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 
 

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for Us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
Psalm 32:1-5 

Blessed is the one 

    whose transgressions are forgiven, 

    whose sins are covered. 
2 Blessed is the one 

    whose sin the LORD does not count against them 

    and in whose spirit is no deceit. 
 

3 When I kept silent, 

    my bones wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 

    Your hand was heavy on me; 

my strength was sapped 

    as in the heat of summer. 
 

5 Then I acknowledged my sin to You 

    and did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess 

    my transgressions to the LORD.” 

And You forgave 

    the guilt of my sin. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 
As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now 

at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying 

the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 

deserving of wrath. 4 But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 
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saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in 

Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His 

grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so 

that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 
This is the Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 
 

 
Holy Gospel: Luke 13:1-5 
Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were 

worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But 

unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in 

Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 

Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You O Christ 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

 I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 
things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us and 
for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 
virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He 
suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will come 
again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 
           And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
Who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church, I acknowledge one  
Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 
of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 
Children’s Message 
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“Holy, Holy, Holy” (LSB 507)     
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns  

around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Which wert and art and evermore shall be. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye made blind by sin  

Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name  

in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

 
Sermon 

 
 
 

Prayers 
Please add your prayer requests to the live chat 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 
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“What is This Bread”    (LSB 629) 
What is this bread? 
Christ’s body risen from the dead: 
This bread we break, 
This life we take, 
Was crushed to pay for our release. 
O taste and see—the Lord is peace. 
 
What is this wine? 
The blood of Jesus shed for mine; 
The cup of grace 
Brings His embrace 
Of life and love until I sing! 
O taste and see—the Lord is King. 
 
So who am I, 
That I should live and He should die 
Under the rod? 

My God, my God, 
Why have You not forsaken me? 
O taste and see—the Lord is free. 
 
Yet is God here? 
Oh, yes! By Word and promise clear, 
In mouth and soul 
He makes us whole— 
Christ truly present in this meal. 
O taste and see—the Lord is real. 
 
Is this for me? 
I am forgiven and set free! 
I do believe 
That I receive 
His very body and His blood 
O taste and see—the Lord is good. 

 
 
 

The Service of Holy Communion 
 

Preface 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . . 
 
 
I see the Lord 
I see the Lord seated on the throne exalted 
And the train of His robe fills the temple with glory 
And the whole earth is filled And the whole earth is filled 
And the whole earth is filled with His glory 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy is the Lord 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy is the Lord of Lords 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
The Words of Institution 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My body, which is given for you.  This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
Communion 
Pastor: Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into 

death for your sins. 
People: Amen 

(Take and eat) 
 
Pastor: Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the 

forgiveness of your sins. 
People: Amen. 

(Take and drink) 
 

 
A Time for Prayer and Meditation 

 
 
Communion Blessing 
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting.  His peace be with you. 
People: Amen. 

 
 
 



8  St. John’s Lutheran Church, Napa, CA 

 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
 

“Amazing Grace” 
 

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
‘Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear 
And Grace, my fears relieved 
How precious did that Grace appear 
The hour I first believed 

 

Through many dangers, toils and snares 
I have already come 
‘Twas grace that brought me safe thus far 
And Grace will lead me home 

 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun.

 
Offering 

 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 
You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista Ave, Napa, CA 94558) 

 
 
 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
1. How do you think you would react if you suddenly found yourself before the throne of God? 
2. Which is harder?  To confess our sins to God or to confess our sins to another person.  Why 

do you think that is?  
3. We have a tendency to look more harshly on other people’s sins than our own. Jesus talks 

about this in Matthew 7:3-5.  Why do you think that is? 
4. In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus begins his ministry with these words: “The time has come.  The 

kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!”  What does it mean to 
repent?  What is the connection between repenting and believing? 

5. We have the practice of confessing our sins before God nearly every Sunday.  What can you 
do to keep that from becoming rote and meaningless? 

 
 
 

Memory Verse for this Week 
He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours  

but also for the sins of the whole world. 
  1 John 2:2 
 

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
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St. John’s People and Families to Pray for This Week 
 

Tom, C.C., Elise, & Matthew Commander 

John & Pam Foottit 

Thane, Sarah, Bodhi, Ari, & Naomi Knutson 

Rebecca Lowe-Vitkus 

Gary & Marlen Virkus 

Casey, Cori, Aubrey, & Quinn Carlson 

Damien, Nicole, & Everett Galford 

Thomas, Kandace, Austin, & Sawyer Long 

David, Sharon, & Elizabeth Quick 

Alan, Mariela, Elisabeth, Jonathan, & Matthew Viader 
 


