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Easter Sunday  
The Resurrection of our Lord 

April 12, 2020 
 
Christ is Risen!  Alleluia!  So what does that mean as we seek to follow Jesus through the days 
of this pandemic!  Is it relevant?  Does it matter? 
 
Yes in every way!  In a time when our global attention has been fixated on death, and the 
avoidance of death, the resurrection of Jesus is a proclamation of life.  Death does not get the 
last word in our lives and in our world.  Because of Easter, we have hope, because God is at 
work drawing all things to the day of the date of resurrection and new creation. God gets the 
last word, and that word is “Life.”   
 
 
 

Welcome 
 

Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 
Unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky He's King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
Sing we to our God above Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
Praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 
Invocation   (Psalm 118:15-20) 
Pastor:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Pastor:  This is the day that the Lord has made 
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
 
Pastor:  I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 
People: You have become my salvation. 
 
Pastor:  I will not die but live 
People: And will proclaim what the Lord has done 
 
Pastor:  You are my God, and I will give you thanks. 
People: You are my God, and I will exalt you 
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Pastor:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
People; His love endures forever. 
 
Pastor:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   
People: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

This Easter Celebration 
This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known. 
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 
We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too. 
No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 
 
No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way. 
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day? 
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 
We ponder resurrection and celebrate Your grace. 
 
Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room 
But from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see — 
Who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 
 
In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day! 
Now nothing in creation can keep Your love away. 
 
We thank You that on Easter, Your church is blessed to be 
A scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry. 
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too, 
We live the Easter message by gladly serving You. 
  
 
Prayer 
 

Readings 
 

Old Testament Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right. 36 You 
know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of 
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the 
province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God 
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anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing 
good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 
killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the third day and 
caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 
already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed 
as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Lord I Lift Your Name On High 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 
 
 
 

You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 

 
 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
3:1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For 
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your 
life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

This is the Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (LSB 465) 
Now all the vault of heav’n reasounds 
In praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed 
Christ has triumphed!” 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Adoring praises now we bring 
And with the heav’nly blessed sing:  
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 
Be to the Father and our Lord, 
To Spirit blest, most holy God, 
All the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
28:1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going 
to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like 
dead men. 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he 
lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 
you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 

8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 
and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go 
to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You O Christ 

 
 

Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth; 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 
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Sermon 
 
 

Christ Is Risen 
Let no one caught in sin remain 
Inside the lie of inward shame 
But fix our eyes upon the cross 
And run to Him who showed great love 
And bled for us 
Freely You've bled for us 
 
Christ is risen from the dead 
Trampling over death by death 
Come awake come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave 
Christ is risen from the dead 
We are one with Him again 
Come awake come awake 
Come and rise up from the grave 
 

Beneath the weight of all our sin 
You bowed to none but heaven's will 
No scheme of hell no scoffer's crown 
No burden great can hold You down 
In strength You reign 
Forever let Your church proclaim 
 
O death where is your sting 
O hell where is your victory 
O church come stand in the light 
The glory of God has defeated the night 
O death where is your sting 
O hell where is your victory 
O church come stand in the light 
Our God is not dead He's alive He's alive  

 
Prayers 

Please add your prayer requests to the live chat 
 

Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise You. 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name, Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
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The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace 

Amen. 
In Christ Alone 

In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and 

storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

 
 
Pastor:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Offering 
 http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

(You may also mail your offering to St. John’s (3521 Linda Vista, Napa, CA 94558) 
 

Questions for Reflection and Discussion 
 

1. The resurrection was an unexpected blessing in the lives of the women and the 
disciples.  Reflect and share on a time when God blessed your life in an unexpected way. 

2. In our second reading, Paul calls his readers to “set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things.”  What does this mean for us in this current crisis? 

3. In our Gospel today we heard both the angel and Jesus telling the women not to be 
afraid.  What are your fears at the present time?  What is God saying to you in these 
fears in the Easter good news. 

4. Why do you think Jesus chose for the women to be the first human announcers of the 
resurrection gospel?  What does this mean in our lives today? 

5. Jesus told the women to bring the news of resurrection to the disciples.  Who is God 
calling you to share the good news of Jesus with?  

http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/
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6. What will you do in your home this week to continue the celebration of resurrection 
hope in Jesus? 
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