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B y  Hi s  Woun ds  We  Ar e  He a l e d  

The Wounds of Adultery  
 

March 25, 2020    7:00 PM 

 

We heard last week how Jesus unpacked the murder commandment. This week we hear how 

he also unpacked the adultery commandment in a rather convicting way.  But thanks be to 

God that Jesus has borne the wounds for all our sins, and by His wounds, we are healed.  The 

faithfulness and fidelity to which we are called is grounded in the faithfulness and fidelity of 

Christ to His bride, the church. The Gospel is the good news about Jesus’ unconditional faithful-

ness to us, laying down His life for us. His faithfulness is the model for our own, not just in mar-

riage, but in all of our following after Him 

 
Welcome 

 
Invocation 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen.  
 

Pastor:  They made Christ’s grave with the wicked  
People: and His tomb with the rich, 
 

Pastor:  although He had done no violence, 
People: and there was no deceit in His mouth.  
 

People: Christ was wounded for our transgressions, 
People: crushed for our iniquities; 
 

Pastor:  upon Him was the punishment that made us whole, 
People: and by His wounds we are healed.  
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Readings 
 

Gospel:  Matthew 5:27-30 
27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone 
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 
right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one 
part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand 
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 
body than for your whole body to go into hell. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to You O Christ 
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Gospel:  John 8:2-11 
2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, 
and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a 
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a ba-
sis for accusing him. 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin 
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus 
was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

11 “No one, sir,” she said. 

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to You O Christ 

 

Sermon 
 
 

Prayers 
Please chat your thanksgivings, and then when prompted, your petitions 

 
Thanksgivings 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise you 
People: Thanks be to God 
 
Petitions 
Pastor: O Lord, we praise you 
People: Thanks be to God 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Blessing 

May the healing presence of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now always. 

Amen. 

 

Discussion 

1. Why do you think Jesus put lust in the same category as adultery?  What light does 
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Matthew 15:17-20 shed on the subject? 

2. Jesus calls for rather drastic measures in avoiding this sin.  He is obviously not calling for 

self-mutilation, but rather calling us to radical following.  What does it mean to “gouge it 

out” or “cut it off”?  Can we do this with our own power? 

3. Pastor Mike, in speaking about our culture today, talked about not letting “the birds nest in 

your hair.”  What are some practical ways to do this? 

4. Regarding the woman caught in adultery, what point was Jesus making with his invitation for 

the one without sin to cast the first stone?  Are we never to point out the sins of others? 

Why do you think the older ones left first? 

5. Ephesians 5:25-27 describes how Christ views his bride, the church.  What do these words 

say about the forgiveness Jesus gives for the wound of adultery?  What do these words say 

about the call to fidelity and faithfulness? 
 

Songs and Hymns 
O God My Faithful God   https://youtu.be/fgvef0GdPsU  

Our Father, by Whose Name   https://youtu.be/CuYhHdmubBE 

How Beautiful    https://youtu.be/y8ZonBMFat8  

O Love that will not let me go      https://youtu.be/KS3o_160OhE              
 

Offering 
http://stjohnslutheran.net/give/ 

 

 

Blessing 

May the healing presence of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,  

be with you now always. 

Amen. 
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