
Foundations: 
Basic Christian Teachings 

Session 2:  A Divine Relationship 



Let’s Review 

What kind of world did God 
create? 

What happened? 

What did God do about it? 

What must we do to be 
saved? 

What is our calling as 
Christians in the world? 

 



Let’s review 



The Holy Trinity 

“In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 



The Holy Trinity 

 There is ONE God who exists as THREE 

persons. 



The Holy Trinity 

 The Father is GOD, the Son is GOD, the 
Holy Spirit is GOD. 

 But there are not THREE gods, but only 
ONE God. 



The Holy Trinity 

God is RELATIONAL 

God is LOVE 

God is BEYOND UNDERSTANDING 

 PARADOX (Mystery) 

 



The Holy Trinity 

God has A MISSION 

 To save all people 

 To restore fallen creation 

We are His partners 



God the Father 



God the Father 

 The Creator of EVERYTHING from 
NOTHING. 

 The Creator of YOU. 

 You are not an ACCIDENT. 

Made in the IMAGE of God. 

God’s design in creation is GOOD. 

We live in a FALLEN Creation. 



God the Father 

 Creation 

 

 People 

 

 God 



God the Father 

 The ongoing work of creation 

God is PRESERVER and PROVIDER 



Why is Creation important? 

We have a PURPOSE 

 There is MEANING to the universe and our 
lives. 

We are STEWARDS of creation 

We are ACCOUNTABLE to the creator 

We are to RESPECT the life He has created. 



God the Father 

 

I have meaning, 
worth, and 

dignity, because 
I am a creation 
of the Creator.  
 



God the 
Son 



God the Son 

God the Son is 
ETERNAL God, co-
equal with the 
Father. 

God the Son was 
born as a HUMAN 
BEING 

 



So is Jesus God or Human? 

He is BOTH 

 Jesus is one PERSON, but 
with two NATURES 

A word we use for this: 
INCARNATION. 

He was TEMPTED like us 

 But he did not SIN 

 
 



What about miracles? 

 Jesus performed miracles  

 As an expression of His 

COMPASSION 

 To show that He was the 

MESSIAH 

 To provide a preview of the 

NEW CREATION 

 The most important miracle? 

 The CROSS and 

RESURRECTION 



What are we saved from? 

 PERISHING 

 CONDEMNATION 

 Eternal DEATH 

Or in other words: HELL 
(Separation from GOD) 



What are we saved for? 

 For This Life: 

 To be His WITNESSES 

 To become more and more like 
JESUS 

 To SERVE others in His name 

 To give GLORY to Him in the 
world. 

 To MAKE DISCIPLES of all the 
nations. 



What are we saved for? 

 For Eternity 

 We shall be RAISED.  

 We shall SEE God and be LIKE God. 

 Beyond the worst of our SUFFERING. 

 Perfect PEACE. 



Ascended and Returning 

 Jesus ascended to the 
RIGHT HAND of the 
Father 

All power and 
AUTHORITY for the 
CHURCH 



Ascended and Returning 

 Jesus will return VISIBLY 
and with great GLORY 
on the last day. 

 Jesus will return to 
JUDGE the world. 



Ascended and Returning 

 Christians face the 
judgment with all of 
their sins FORGIVEN. 

What about those who 
haven’t believed?  They 
will be JUDGED 
according to their 
WORKS. 



Jesus’ Return in Glory 

A specific day known to 
the FATHER alone.  

 The return of Jesus is a 
source of HOPE and JOY 
for Christians. 



Jesus’ Return in Glory 

 Until then, we live lives 
of watchful waiting, as 
though Jesus  

 Died yesterday 

 Rose this morning 

 And is coming back 
tomorrow 



“Who do you say that I am?” 

 There are three 
choices 

 LIAR 

 LUNATIC 

 LORD 



God the Son 

I have meaning, 
worth, and 

dignity because 
the Son of God 
suffered, died, 
and rose again 

for me. 



Pentecost, El Greco 

God the Holy Spirit 



God the Holy Spirit 

 The Holy Spirit is EQUAL with 
the Father and the Son. 

 The Holy Spirit CREATES faith in 
Jesus in us. 

 The Holy Spirit enables us to 
UNDERSTAND spiritual things. 

 The Holy Spirit works through 
GOD’S WORD. 

 



Two Works of the Spirit In Us 

1. The Holy Spirit brings us to LIFE through 
forgiveness and salvation.  

 JUSTIFICATION 

2. The Holy Spirit TRANSFORMS us more and 
more into the likeness of Jesus. 

 SANCTIFICATION 

 

 We pray:  COME HOLY SPIRIT 



Fruits and Gifts of the Spirit 

 When the Holy Spirit is in us, what comes 
out of us?   

 FRUIT 

 The Holy Spirit gives us spiritual GIFTS to 
use to benefit others in Jesus’ name. 

 Spiritual growth is the process of being 
conformed to the image of Jesus Christ for 
the sake of others. 



Empowered for the Mission 

 The Holy Spirit EQUIPS and EMPOWERS us 
for living God’s Mission 



God the Holy Spirit 

I have meaning, 
worth, and 

dignity because 
the Spirit of God 
lives within me. 



Abide  
In Me 


